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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide feedback to Committee on the Unterfrankenschau 
(UFRA) event, which took place in Schweinfurt, Germany in October 2004. 

Background 

The Unterfrankenschau (UFRA), which takes place biennially, is a prestigious consumer 
show where local businesses exhibit a wide range of products and services. The event also 
involves Schweinfurt’s twin towns - North Lanarkshire, Chateaudun in France and Senajoki in 
Finland, who each take stand space at the event to exhibit local products and promote 
tourism to their areas. 

Members are aware that North Lanarkshire Council approved grant assistance to the Friends 
of Schweinfurt Twinning Association in respect of their participation at UFRA. Approval was 
also granted for two elected members to attend the event. 

North Lanarkshire Council was represented by Councillor Tom Maginnis, Convener of 
Economic Development Committee and his committee colleague, Councillor John Pentland, 
along with lsobel Long, an officer from Policy and Economic Development Services, 
responsible for international trade development. 

The UFRA show was visited by around 120,000 local people. The North Lanarkshire stand, 
which was situated in the main hall, attracted a large number of visitors, having on display 
and for sale a wide range of local Lanarkshire products and tourist infarmation, including: 
whisky miniatures from Wm Grant; a range of traditional Scottish ales from Heather Ales and 
Harvieston Brewery; caramel shortcake from Johnstones Just Desserts; biscuits and 
sweets from Lees and Tunnocks; whisky marmalade from Renshaw and Glencairn whisky 
taster glasses from Glencairn Crystal. All the products were very popular with visitors to the 
stand. In addition, interest was expressed by some retailers in Schweinfurt, with regard to 
acquiring some of the products. Details have been passed on to the relevant companies to 
pursue possible trade links. 

The North Lanarkshire stand also received a good deal of media interest, including press 
coverage and television interviews, where the North Lanarkshire area and products were 
promoted. 

The Friends of North Motherwell and the Stadt Schweinfurt’s Head of Economic 
Development, Hans Schnabel, arranged a number of meetings and visits for the North 
Lanarkshire group. These included: a meeting with economic development officials of the 
Stadt Schweinfurt where economic development and social inclusion issues were discussed; 
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a tour of Maintel business park including a visit to one of the main local employers and a 
meeting at the local Chamber of Commerce in Schweinfurt where ideas were exchanged and 
various areas of possible co-operation with North Lanarkshire were discussed. 

It is hoped that following this meeting at the Chamber of Commerce that trade links can now 
be established between North Lanarkshire companies and Schweinfurt companies, through 
these links with the Schweinfurt Chamber of Commerce and the Stadt Schweinfurt. 

An official reception was hosted by Oberburgermeisterin Grieser for the representatives of 
the three twin towns with a reciprocal reception being hosted by the three twin towns, for the 
Stadt Schweinfurt officials and the Schweinfurt twinning associations. 

Sustainability Implications 

UFRA twinning event takes place every two years which allows the North Lanarkshire 
Council to strengthen its economic and trade links with the Franconia area of Germany. 
The event meets the Council’s sustainable development policy by addressing the elements: 
A Prosperous Economy; An Inclusive Society; A Healthy Environment. 

Corporate Considerations 

This report contributes positively to the Council’s Corporate aims, in particular ‘Stimulating 
business and the economy’ and to the Local Economic Forum’s economic strategy for 
Lanarkshire ‘Changing Gear towards 201 0’. 

Conclusion 

UFRA is a worthwhile twinning event, which allows North Lanarkshire not only to promote 
important economic links, but also to promote the North Lanarkshire area. A burgerreise 
from Schweinfurt will take place next year, where members of the Friends of North 
Lanarkshire and officials from the Stadt Schweinfurt will visit North Lanarkshire, which will 
further strengthen these links. 
ongoing in respect of a number of economic and trade development issues. 

Discussions between North Lanarkshire and Schweinfurt are 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report. 

David M Porch 
Director of Planning and Environment 

Date of report: 1 December 2004 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact lsobf 
Long, Economic Development Officer - International Trade on 01 236 61 6287. 




