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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the report is to advise elected members of the commencement of an 
Economic Activity and Location Impact (EALI) study into the re-opening of the Airdrie- 
Bathgate rail link. 

Background 

The Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study (CSTCS), commissioned by the Scottish 
Executive, considered a range of transport projects that would serve communities which lie 
along the A8 and A80 travel corridors. A key project identified within the CSTCS study was 
the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway. Re-establishing the rail-line will present a 
number of benefits for North Lanarkshire and the city regions of Glasgow and Edinburgh. 
This includes: 

Improved opportunities for North Lanarkshire residents to commute to 
Glasgow/Edinburgh to take up employment, 
A reduction in road congestion, 
Improved transport links EasWest, 
Significant investment on North Lanarkshire’s transport infrastructure 
The potential to develop sites previously considered commercially redundant, and 
Increasing the attractiveness of North Lanarkshire as an attractive place to live, locate 
business and work. 

In January 2003, Scottish Ministers announced their decisions on the CSTCS. Ministers 
concluded that they are, in principal, supportive of the Airdrie-Bathgate project and are 
willing to commit finance to the project. 

‘The Executive supports and will provide funding for the development of the Airdrie 
to Bathgate rail line as a double track line with frequent through services from west 
of Glasgow to Edinburgh’ (January 2003). 

Funding has subsequently been given to West Lothian Council to progress detailed studies 
in relation to the project. A technical feasibility study was presented to the Planning and 
Environment Committee on the llth of August 2004. The study confirmed that the rail 
service identified within the CSTCS could be delivered. 

The technical study estimated that four trains an hour could run from the west of Glasgow 
through Glasgow Queen St (low level), Airdrie, Bathgate with a final destination of 
Edinburgh Waverley. Passenger journey times have been estimated at 27mins for Airdrie- 
Edinburgh Waverley and 63mins for Edinburgh Waverley to Glasgow Queen St. 
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2.5 The technical study estimates the cost of reinstating the railway line to be in the region of 
f 190-f 225 million including contingencies. This would represent significant transport 
investment from the Scottish Executive in North Lanarkshire. 

2.6 The Scottish Transport Appraisal Guide (STAG) sets out a number of stages that must be 
completed prior to the implementation and release of funds for major transport projects. It is 
a requirement that all transport projects, for which Scottish Executive support or approval is 
required, are appraised in accordance with this guidance. Having completed the technical 
feasibility study, for the Airdrie-Bathgate project, the next stage is to consider the economic 
activity and location impacts of re-opening the line. This will consider the extent of the 
positive effects outlined above and estimate their net contribution to the Scottish economy. 

3. Economic Activity and Location Impact Study 

3.1 The delivery of the Airdrie-Bathgate project is of interest to a number of public partners, 
notably West Lothian Council and North Lanarkshire Council. A steering group has 
therefore been established to guide the EALl analysis and balance the interests of partners. 
Steering group members have been drawn from North Lanarkshire Council, West Lothian 
Council, Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, Scottish Enterprise Edinburgh and Lothian and 
the Scottish Executive. Following an invitation to tender, six submissions were received to 
undertake the EALl analysis. Three were invited to interview stage. MVNDavid Simmonds 
were subsequently commissioned to carry out the analysis. 

3.2 The STAG framework sets down clear terms of reference for Economic Activity and 
Location Impact analysis. The aim of the analysis is to describe the impacts of transport 
investment on employment and income and how and under what circumstances transport 
projects have impacts on the economic performance of different areas. 

3.3 The membership of the steering group signals the various levels at which economic and 
location impacts are required. The Scottish Executive will judge the Airdrie-Bathgate project 
by its potential to contribute to national priorities and policies. An overriding priority is 
therefore to identify national income and employment effects. However, within the scope of 
the EALl analysis consultants have been asked to report regional and local employment 
and income effects. This will include an estimate of the impact that the re-opening of the 
line will have on employment and business sectors within North Lanarkshire and more 
specifically Airdrie. 

4.0 City-Vision 

4.1 The re-establishment of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway will contribute to the Scottish 
Executive’s vision for the city regions of Glasgow and Edinburgh. Recognition exists that 
there is a need for strong connections between Scotland’s largest cities and their 
surrounding areas. The ease by which people and products can be transported to mass 
markets are key motivating influences on the investment and location decisions of 
businesses. Improving connections at a regional level therefore helps sustain 
developments at the city-level while at the same time making the region in itself more 
attractive. If progress is to be maintained, at the City-Region level, investing in transport 
infrastructure is a priority. This project will contribute positively to the City-Region vision by 
maximising competitiveness and social inclusion for areas, North Lanarkshire and West 
Lothian, which lie adjacent to Glasgow and Edinburgh. 
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. . 
5 Sustai na bi I ity I m pl icat ions 

5.1 The re-establishment of the rail line i s  consistent with Council and Government policies 
to promote sustainable transport modes. The project will contribute positively to a number 
of the objectives outlined within North Lanarkshire Council’s sustainability index, including: 

0 

0 

0 

Improving transport links between centres of population and employment sites, 
Increasing employment opportunities for local people, 
Locating development in areas easily accessed by public transport 

6. Corporate Considerations 

6.1 It is anticipated that the Economic and Location Impact study will be completed by the end 
of this financial year. The cost of the study will be approximately f40k, with North 
Lanarkshire Council’s contribution (a quarter of the costs) being met from the current year’s 
Capital Planning and Transportation allocation under the heading of Road Management - 
RAP’S, Safety, Traffic Management. 

6.2 The re-opening of the line will contribute positively to the Council’s social inclusion and 
economic regeneration objectives. Specifically the project will contribute to: 

0 

0 

Improvements in transport infrastructure - Aim 2 of the Business and Economy theme 
of the Corporate Plan, and 
The creation of an integrated and sustainable transport infrastructure for Lanarkshire - 
Objective 1 of the ‘An attractive place to Live and Work’ theme of the Lanarkshire 
Economic Forum strategy - Changing Gear towards 201 0. 

7.0 Recommendation 

7.1 Committee is asked to note the contents of this report and support ongoing efforts to re- 
open the Airdrie-Bathgate rail-line. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact David McLay, Policy & 
Economic Development Service at Tel 01 236 61 81 58 
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