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2.1 

Ref Report 1020 

Background 

As a result of a continuing number of incidents associated with vandalism, graffiti and anti- 
social behaviour occurring in the area around Kelvin Road, Bellshill, a petition has been 
submitted by the residents of the area calling on the Council to take action. 

Specifically the petition has requested that the Council consider the installation of a CCTV 
system to monitor the area, in an effort to reduce the problems being encountered. 

The area involved encompasses Council housing, a local shop and also the primary 
schools, Noble Primary and St. Gerard’s where acts of vandalism have included school 
windows being broken as well as broken bottles being spread onto a grassed school play 
area. 

Discussions have been held with the local Elected Member; Police officers; and Head 
Teachers of the Schools, as well as the owners of the shops in the area. 

Many of the difficulties being experienced have been reported and attempts have been 
made to deal with them, e.g. Cleansing Section of Community Services Department have 
deployed the Graffiti Removal team to this area at least nine times in the past year to deal 
with this problem. RegretFully, however, problems are repeated. 

Meetings have also been held with Strathclyde Police in an effort to overcome some of the 
problems. Additional patrols have been deployed in the Kelvin Road area to try to catch 
offenders and prevent further incidents. The local Sub Divisional Officer, Superintendent 
James McMillan, is aware of the problems and of the concerns of residents. 

Similarly, meetings have been held with representatives of the Education Department to 
explore what options could be available to help combat the problems. 

Current Position 

Although the petition calls for the installation of CCTV cameras, the geography of the area 
would make it difficult to cover such a layout in a satisfactory manner unless a number of 
cameras were to be installed. Thus, costs would be high and benefits may be limited. 
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2.2 Members will be aware that at present the Scottish Executive has ceased funding general 
CCTV provision and that local authorities are being encouraged to move towards 
establishing central control monitoring facilities. 

2.3 At this time, the authority is striving to work with police, local communities and other 
appropriate agencies to advance the wider community safety agenda in an effort to combat 
some of the problems being identified. 

2.4 As part of the CCTV centralisation process it is planned to incorporate a mobile CCTV 
facility which can be flexible and can target such areas to confirm and identify the problems 
being encountered, in order that possible resolutions can be obtained. 

2.5 It is envisaged that this facility could be made available to monitor this area. Initial 
discussions have taken place, which would suggest that, if placed within the environment of 
one of the Primary Schools, information would be captured from the mobile unit, which 
would provide invaluable assistance in dealing with the difficulties. 

2.6 Clearly this has to be set in the context of the area and will not, in itself, resolve the 
problems. However, in conjunction with the local community, police and other agencies it 
could demonstrate a positive signal to the wider community that such difficulties are being 
faced up to. 

2.7 The mobile facility would be available within the next few months. 

3 Recommendation 

Members are asked to - 

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

Note the details contained in this report, 
Agree and confirm the support of the Committee to taking whatever steps are 
possible within the wider community safety process to deal with the stated 
problems, and, 
Agree the deployment of a mobile CCTV facility, when available, to this area for 
such a period as is possible to assist the local community. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 13 December 2004 

For further information please contact John Halpin, Development Manager, NL CCTV Ltd on 
01698 266566. 
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