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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the Director of Planning and Environment to 
appoint consultants, via Negotiated Tender, to develop a design for an extended car park and 
access roundabout as Phase 3 of the regeneration of the Mill Street area of Airdrie Town 
Centre. 

Sustainability Implications 

The development of extended public parking provision will increase access to the Town Centre 
and Central Park aimed at enhancing the economy of the Town and increasing access to a 
recreational space. The proposal would also result in a beneficial use of a vacant brownfield 
site. 

Background 

As members will be aware, the Council has embarked on a series of physical works to achieve 
the regeneration of the former ornamental gardens in Mill Street, Airdrie, while also developing 
a Masterplan for a wider regeneration programme for the surrounding area. Phase 1 of this 
programme of works involved the decontamination and remediation of the ornamental gardens 
with Phase 2 entailing the construction of a Business Centre and associated car parking and 
access road. 

An opportunity has arisen to secure ownership of the former gasholder site to the rear of the 
Business Centre, as illustrated on the attached plan. This would allow the Council to implement 
one of the recommendations of the Masterplan, to develop an extended public car park on this 
area to serve the Town Centre, which will particularly benefit those entering the Town from the 
North and North East. 

The development of a new car park will require an upgrade of the Business Centre access on 
Chapel Street to a roundabout, which will entail further land acquisition. In order to progress the 
acquisition of the required land, a detailed design for the car park and roundabout will be 
required. Such a design will also be required to progress the site investigation and remediation 
programme for the site of the former gasholder, which is currently being discussed with the site 
owners. 

Ap po i n t ment of Consultants 

Under an existing appointment, approved by Committee on 2nd September 2003, Aedas have 
been preparing a draft masterplan for the wider Mill Street area, which includes draft layouts for 
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both the car park and roundabout. Aedas have also been lead consultant in the design and 
procurement of the Mill Street Business Centre for the Council. As such the company has a 
unique understanding of both projects, which could be used, in an extended commission, as 
lead consultants for the design and procurement of the car park and access outlined in this 
report. 

4.2 Appointing Aedas following a negotiated tender process would allow the Council to take 
advantage of the present opportunity to acquire and develop a vacant site to a beneficial use. 
This will progress delivery of a third phase of regeneration works in Mill Street, whilst also 
enhancing the setting of the Business Centre. 

5 Corporate Considerations 

5.1 Council Standing Orders permit, with the approval of the relevant Committee, the Director to 
negotiate a tender where the circumstances are advantageous to the Council. Finance for this 
commission is available from existing regeneration budget allocations and I will advise the 
Committee of the outcome of the negotiations and agreed contract sum in due course. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that the Economic Regeneration Committee, in terms of the Council’s 
contract standing orders, authorise the Director of Planning and Environment to negotiate a 
tender with Aedas to act as lead consultants in the design and provision of a car park and 
access, as Phase 3 of the Mill Street, Airdrie Regeneration. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

(9 December 2004) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Gordon Laing on 01236 616478. 
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