
SPECIAL ECONOMIC REGENERATION - 22 February 2005 

Motherwell, 22 February 2005 at 1.30 pm. 

A Special Meeting of the ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Maginnis, Convener; Councillor Curran, Vice-Convener; Councillors Brooks, Burrows, Curley, 
Gormill, Griffin, Hogg, G. Murray and Pentland. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Maginnis (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager, Director of Planning and Environment and Project Support Team 
Leader. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Donnelly and Gray. 

VACANT AND DERELICT LAND FUND - REVISED LOCAL DELIVERY PLAN 

1. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of a successful bid made by the Council in partnership with Scottish 
Enterprise Lanarkshire and Communities Scotland for funding from the Vacant and Derelict Land 
Fund, the Council’s allocation from which was f6m; (2) intimating (a) that prior to formally securing the 
funds a Local Delivery Plan was approved by the Scottish Executive outlining sites to be targeted for 
investment and the operational management arrangements for the funds, and (b) that a revised Local 
Delivery Plan which reflected the flexible approach to project developments required for vacant and 
derelict land sites, as set out in Appendix 1, had been approved by the Scottish Executive in February 
2005; (3) indicating that the Council had responsibility for the allocation of the fund, including direction 
of a management group of partners, and (4) proposing that the Council enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, formalising the roles and responsibilities of each 
party in terms of operating the fund, in terms of the conditions attached to the original offer of grant 
from the Scottish Executive and ensuring all appropriate project management information and legal 
agreements are put in place by Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the revised Local Delivery Plan as set out in Appendix 1 to the report be approved, and 

that the Director of Planning and Environment be authorised to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire in respect of the operation of the Vacant 
and Derelict Land Fund. 

VACANT AND DERELICT LAND FUND - RAVENSCRAIG SERVICE DIVERSIONS PROJECT 

2. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising (a) that the Council, in partnership with Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire and 
Communities Scotland, had targeted the Ravenscraig site for investment under the Vacant and 
Derelict Land Fund; (b) that paragraph 22 of the guidelines and conditions of funding stated that the 
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Council would be responsible for the disbursement of the grant to any participating partner and would 
be responsible for the collation of all financial information as may be required by the Scottish 
Ministers, and (c) that Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, following their negotiations with Transco, 
Scottish Power and the landowners, Corus plc, had requested the Council in terms of its powers to 
distribute grant to a participating partner, to enter into agreements with Transco and Scottish Power 
as hereinafter specified and to make the appropriate payments, and (2) indicating (a) that to facilitate 
the preparation of a development site at Ravenscraig, major utility service diversions for gas and 
electricity would be required; (b) that the works would be undertaken by contractors appointed by the 
utility service providers, Transco and Scottish Power; (c) that advance payments to the service 
providers of a cost not exceeding f1,012,053 would be required by 28 February 2005 to cover the 
cost of diversions; (d) that Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire had entered into appropriate agreements 
with Corus, the land owner, and Transco and Scottish Power, and (e) that the Council had been 
requested to enter into contracts with Transco and Scottish Power in order to fund essential capital 
works on the Ravenscraig site. 

The Director of Planning and Environment then orally advised the Committee of two outstanding 
issues that may impact upon the development in relation to (1) any clawback agreement between 
Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, Corus and the Scottish Executive, and (2) the arrangements for the 
“safegarding” zone around the British Oxygen Plant at Carfin and advised that these were the subject 
of ongoing negotiations. 

Decided: 

(1) that, subject to the satisfactory conclusion of all negotiations and appropriate legal 
agreements being put in place, the Director of Planning and Environment be authorised to 
enter into a negotiated contract with Transco and Scottish Power in order to secure essential 
capital works on the Ravenscraig site, and 

(2) that it be noted that the Director of Planning and Environment would submit a progress report 
to a future meeting of the Committee. 
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