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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval for an Action Plan for Wishaw Town 
Centre and to agree a range of projects and initiatives as the priorities for North Lanarkshire 
Council in Wishaw. 

Background 

The objective behind the Action Plan and work programme is to deliver a positive and 
sustainable future for Wishaw Town Centre that builds on the findings derived from 
previous reports and strategy documents prepared for the redevelopment of Ravenscraig. 
In addition it looks to supplement the investments already made by the Council through a 
range of capital projects and the delivery of the enhanced streetsmart scheme as well as 
private sector proposals and those brought forward by Community Planning partners. 

The Action Plan recognises and seeks to capitalise on the positive outcomes from the 
redevelopment of Ravenscraig and is based around a costed and timed range of projects 
all of which provide a context for and highlight the Council’s commitment to Wishaw. 

In this respect this initial commitment of the Council to an Action Plan should be recognised 
as being the start of a process that will seek to engage private and public sector partners 
as well as Local Communities in long term regeneration. In addition it will also ensure that 
there is a basis on which to monitor improvements and to judge the anticipated success of 
the Town Centre. 

Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan 

The Action Plan will provide a strategic context for the future role of Wishaw, ensuring that 
the Town Centre is an attractive location for business and associated uses, including 
comparison and convenience shopping. As such it is premised around three key themes of 

0 Diversification - ensuring that Wishaw secures a diverse, sustainable mix of activities 
0 Infrastructure - establishing an integrated transport network connecting all the 

communities in the area 
0 Design & Quality - securing quality design in buildings and open spaces together with 

improved levels of maintenance and vigorous promotion and marketing. 

The actions outlined have been identified as being key to the regeneration of the Town 
Centre and are split into the timescale for delivery. Short term is based around 1-3 yrs, 
Medium 3-5 and long term is 5 years and beyond. 

This will look to support and assist in the delivery of private sector investment as well as the 
Council’s commitment. This recognises that change is an urgent and essential imperative 
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for Wishaw Town Centre and that there is continuing market failure in some sectors of the 
property market. 

This being the case it is considered that this Action Plan provides the commitment to active 
leadership and financial support that will be required to effect the necessary step changes 
including where necessary land assembly as well as capital investment and effective 
maintenance. 

Sustainability 

This Town Centre Action Plan has been developed to ensure the sustainable regeneration 
of the Town Centre of Wishaw. 

Corporate Considerations 

The Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan will highlight the Council’s objectives on enhancing 
town centres, developing the transport network and business sites and improving the image 
of the whole of North Lanarkshire. These are key aims contained in the Stimulating 
Business & Economy theme of the NLC Corporate Plan (2004-2008). 

No specific commitment for finance is sought at this stage. However, Committee is asked to 
approve, in principle, to the list of projects in Appendix 1 as being the priority for delivery. In 
this respect it is recognised that implementation will be secured via a range of Council 
Budgets including the P&E Town Centre Programme and will be supported by inter alia, 
Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, Strathclyde Passenger Transport as well as the Private 
Sector. 

As project delivery progresses and the need to allocate finance to specific schemes 
becomes apparent requests for Capital Funds will be made to Committee. However it is 
considered that in recognising priorities at this stage, the Council can engage in substantive 
discussions and negotiations with partners and the private sector. 

It is also proposed that the Action Plans be used as a means of consulting and informing 
communities about the intentions of the Council and its partners in Town Centres. As such 
it is proposed that this paper be presented at a future meeting of the Motherwell and District 
Area Committee. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

a> Approves the objectives and content of the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan as a 
means for delivering sustainable regeneration. 
Agrees that the table of projects in Appendix 1 should form the basis for the 
ongoing priorities of the Council in Wishaw Town Centre and that monitoring of 
progress and financial commitments are considered at future meetings of the 
Economic Regeneration Committee. 
Refers the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan to the Wishaw and District Area 
Committee for information. 

b) 

c> 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Sharon McAlister on 01236 616248. 

(21 February 2005) 



Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan - Table of Projects 

1. Infrastructure 

TRANSPORT 

TRANSPORT 

TRANSPORT 

TRANSPORT 

~ 

Continuation of Rear Service Court Initiative 
Environmental, servicing and access enhancements to back court 
areas of town centre. This involves the promotion of CPO’s, 
consultation with adjacent owners and occupiers and the delivery 
of physical works building on the success of Phase 1 works on the 
north of Main Street. 

Construction of Northern By-pass Link 
Road extension between Kenilworth AvenueIKitchener Street. 
Link Road to enable other aspects of the Town Centre Action Plan 
to be implemented. 

Hill Street 
Environmental improvements around Wishaw Station which seek 
to enhance links to the Main Street and surrounding areas. 
Opportunities for improved parking, lighting and signage will be 
considered as part of a suite of measures to upgrade this key 
transport node. 

Wishaw Train Station - Park & Ride 
An opportunity exists for the establishment of a park and ride 
facility at Wishaw Station. Existing vacant sites provide potential 
locations for this proposal which would also relate to development 
aspirations at Belhaven Road. 

Short-term 

Short-term 

Medium- 
Term 

Medium- 
Term 

500,000 

900,000 
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NLC 
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SEL I Private 
Sector 
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Network Rail 

SPTI 
Network Rail 
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. Diversification 

RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
LAND 

RES1 DENTIAL 

Partial Pedestrianisation of Main Street 
As part of the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan and other 
proposed Traffic Management measures the pedestrianisation of 
the Main Street between Kenilworth Avenue and Kirk Road is a 
vital element in the consolidation of the retail core. 
This would allow better movement around the town centre for 
pedestrians and would be developed in association with 
improvements to the retail offer and the appearance of 
commercial premises. 

Land Adjacent to Wishaw Golf Course - Residential 
Opportunity 
Consent has been granted for residential development at Wishaw 
Golf Course comprising 15 flatted and 21 detached dwellings. 
This will supplement the desire to attract non-retail uses to this 
area of the town and enhance the quality and choice of housing 
available. 

Tesco, Main Street - Development Opportunity 
This proposal is dependent on the re-location of Tesco to the site 
of the former Wishaw Goods Yard at Belhaven Road. This would 
ensure that a suitable after-use is found for the redevelopment of 
the current Tesco site and would consolidate the emphasis 
towards housing in this section of the town centre. The 
mechanism for driving this process will emerge through the 
consideration of the planning application. 

Bell Street - Residential Opportunity 
Communities Scotland are assessing the potential for residential 
development at this site adjacent to the Town Centre. This 
development could benefit from funding through the Cities Review 
money allocated to North Lanarkshire by the Scottish Executive. 

Medium- 
Term 

Medium- 
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Medium- 
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Medium- 
term 
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Commercial Hotel - Development Opportunity 
Existing Hotel adjacent to Tesco - Residential opportunity or 
redevelopment/ conversion. 

Dryburgh RoadlMain Street - Residential opportunity 
This site was formerly a bar / restaurant but has been vacant for a 
number of years following a fire. Access problems affect this 
prominent site but development potential could be assessed and 
a more appropriate solution delivered. 

St lgnatius Primary School, Graham Street 
Residential Opportunity - site adjacent to ‘A Listed Church. 

Hill Street - Residential Opportunity 
This proposal relates to several adjoining parcels of land that 
cumulatively provide an opportunity to deliver a positive 
redevelopment scheme. The sites are currently un-managed and 
in varying states of dereliction but are in a prominent location 
between the Town Centre and the Railway Station. There is an 
opportunity to tie the development of the site to improved parking 
at this location. 

Former Post Office, Hill Street 
This site relates to the former Wishaw Post Office and provides a 
development opportunity. The land is being sold by auction and 
while the site is constrained may offer opportunities for 
development through a wider regeneration scheme. 

Wishaw Market Site 
This is the site of the current Saturday Market which is in poor 
condition and does not relate well to other town centre activities. 
The site offers a variety of development options that may 
enhance the market use or could also bring forward an alternative 
use allowing the market to relocate closer to the core retail area. 

Long-term 

Medium- 
term 

Long-term 

Medium- 
term 

Long-term 

Long-term 
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and 
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Land Fund 
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Scotland 
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Scotland / 
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Wishaw Academy, Stewarton StreetlAcademy Street 
This site offers a development opportunity in that it will release a 
site as a consequence of the North Lanarkshire PPP Schools 
Project. This redevelopment of the site could be tied to the options 
being considered for the Market Site. 

Houldsworth Park 
This site has been identified as part of the NLC School Project for 
new build and would realise the potential for development at 
Wishaw Academy and St lgnatius Primary. 

Wishaw Goods Yard 
Majority of site owned by NLC. Pre-application discussions with 
Tesco. Tesco has submitted a planning application for a 
superstore at this site off the Main Street. The proposal involves 
improvements to the road network as well as opportunities to 
enhance public open space and parking within this area. The 
delivery of the development potential will be facilitated through the 
processing of the planning application. 

Re-focus retail core 
A programme of works, initiatives and incentives will be 
developed to consolidate the town centre around a retail core 
area. This will be complemented by the ancillary promotion of 
shopfront re-use and the development of upper floors for 
commercial / residential uses. 

Development of Speciality Shopping 
This initiative would look to support quality independent traders to 
enhance the appeal of the town centre to residents and visitors. 
This would relate to the upgrading of the market and would seek 
to re-inforce the objective of creating a market for speciality 
shopping within Wishaw Town centre. 

Long-term 

Medium- 
term 

Long-term 

Long-term 

2,200,000 

300,000 



3. Design & 
Quality 

PUBLIC REALM 

PUBLIC REALM 

PUBLIC REALM 

Phase 2 of Civic Area at Library 
Complete environmental improvement project and develop 
proposals to enhance the parking area to the south of the library. 

Streetscape Works (inc. pedestrianisation works) 
As part of the traffic management measures, pedestrianisation of 
a section of Main Street between Kirk Street and Kenilworth Lane 
could be implemented to improve the appearance of this area and 
enhance its position as the core retail area. 

Shopfrontl Commercial Premises Improvements 
This involves assessing the potential for other business activities 
in shopfronts and the re-use of upper floors for residential and 
business uses. This can be achieved by a combination of market 
opportunity and appropriate public sector intervention / stimulus. 

Short-term 

Medium 
term 

Medium- 
term 

150,000 SEL 


