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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a Scottish Coalfield Communities 
Study which is being carried out on behalf of the Scottish Region of the Coalfield 
Communities Campaign. 

Background 

The Coalfield Communities Campaign (CCC) is an all-party association of local authorities 
in the present and former coal mining areas of Scotland, England and Wales. The CCC 
was established in 1985 and during the past twenty years has become recognised as one 
of the UK’s most successful lobbying groups. The Scottish Region of the CCC comprises of 
the following local authorities: Clackmannanshire, Dumfries and Galloway, East Ayrshire, 
East Lothian, Fife, Midlothian, North Lanarkshire, South Ayrshire and West Lothian. 

North Lanarkshire Council is a member of the CCC and is represented at member level by 
Provost Pat Connolly. 

In June 2004, the Scottish Region of the CCC established an informal cross-party liaison 
group with Members of the Scottish Parliament. This group of MSPs meets on a quarterly 
basis with members and officers from the Scottish CCC local authorities to discuss the key 
issues facing the Scottish CCC areas and provides an additional lobbying forum for the 
CCC within Scotland. The group of MSPs is being chaired by Christine May MSP and has 
to-date included representation from the following MSPs: Cathie Jamieson, Scott Barrie, 
Alex Ferguson, John Home Robertson, Mary Mulligan, Helen Eadie, George Reid, Marilyn 
Livingstone and Rhona Brankin. 

At the November meeting of the Scottish Region of the CCC, concern was expressed that 
whilst key Scottish politicians were now engaged in dialogue with the CCC, there was not a 
robust set of comparative data covering the levels of deprivation within the Coalfield 
Communities relative to the rest of Scotland to support any lobbying activity. It was 
acknowledged that whilst this information is available at an individual local authority level, 
there were no resources to compile the information at a Scottish CCC level. It was agreed 
that each Scottish CCC member would contribute f2,000 towards the costs of a study to 
provide this information. 

The Scottish Coalfield Communities Study 

The purpose of the Scottish Coalfield Communities Study is to establish the relative 
deprivation of the Scottish CCC area using the latest indices of multiple deprivation for 
Scotland and to help identify future priorities for the CCC Scottish Region using evidence 
based research. The research will be used to define the agenda for future lobbying for the 
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CCC areas in Scotland. It will compare the CCC areas to other similar areas in Scotland (in 
terms of rurality) and compare them to Scotland as a whole. 

The study will use information from the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) and 
will primarily be based on the following SIMD indicators: Current Income; Employment; 
Housing; Health; Education, Skills and Training; and Geographic Access to Services and 
Telecommunications. 

The study will be managed by West Lothian Council who are currently provide the 
Secretariat for the CCC in Scotland. A project management team has also been 
established and an officer from North Lanarkshire Council’s Policy and Economic 
Development Service will represent North Lanarkshire on this team. 

It is anticipated that an initial draft of the study will be available for circulation in mid-March. 
The initial study will identify if further consultancy or academic research is required. If 
additional research is required, it will be the subject of a competitive tender process. 

The final study will be a published document. It is anticipated that the study will be 
completed by 31 May 2005. 

Financial Implications 

Each Scottish CCC member local authority has been requested to contribute f2,000 
towards the costs of the study. This will support printing costs plus any further consultancy 
or research that may be required. 

North Lanarkshire Council’s contribution of f2,000 will be met from existing Policy and 
Economic Development Service resources. 

Corporate Considerations 

The results of the Study will provide comparative statistics for the North Lanarkshire 
Coalfield areas relative to other Coalfield Communities in Scotland. 

It will also provide a range of information to support future lobbying for additional resources 
for those areas and be used to guide the agenda for future meetings with the Scottish 
CCC/MSP liaison group. 

Recommendations 

The Committee is asked to note the contents of the report and agree to the Council’s 
continued involvement in the study. 

The Committee is asked to agree the Council’s contribution of f2,000 from PEDS Research 
2005/06 budget. 

The Committee is further asked to note that a full report on the results of the study and a 
copy of the study will be provided to Committee once available. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 18 February 2005 

For further information about this report, please contact Yvonne Weir, on 01 236 61 6268. 
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