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3.1 

Purpose of Report 

This report seeks Committee approval for the Director of Planning and Environment to 
commission a Masterplan for the Park Street / Scott Street area of Motherwell. Authority is also 
sought to approach a restricted list of consultants to deliver this document which would provide 
a context for future land uses and development in this key location and provide a long term 
guide for investment from the public as well as private sector. 

Background 

The need for a specific Masterplan for the Park Street / Scott Street area stems from the 
range of reports and strategy documents prepared in relation to the redevelopment of 
Ravenscraig and the current and future role that is anticipated for Motherwell Town Centre. 

The Park Street / Scott Street area is important in that it sits between the existing 
Motherwell Town Centre and the Ravenscraig site. However the area is currently 
disconnected from the Town Centre by the West Coast railway line and Ring Road both of 
which act as barriers to development. At the same time it is separated from Ravenscraig by 
the presence of the Dalzell Works and contains a number of vacant units and sites, all of 
which together restrict its positive role. 

However it is considered that the area could provide the key link and allow increased 
accessibility to both Motherwell and Ravenscraig. As such the long-term vision for the area 
is for a high quality mix of uses that complements and provides a connection between 
Ravenscraig and the existing town centre as well as the crucial transport hub at Motherwell 
Station. 

A masterplan addressing issues of urban design, transport and development options in the 
Park Street / Scott Street will be pursued in partnership with Scottish Enterprise 
Lanarkshire to deliver the sustainable regeneration of this area. This partnership approach 
is considered to be a key element in ensuring that the Council’s priorities and objectives are 
mirrored in the commitment and spending forecasts of agencies such as the Enterprise 
Network, Communities Scotland as well as other private sector interests. 

Proposal 

The benefit of the Masterplan approach is that it provides a focus for development and 
investment and at the same time delivers a tangible and practical mechanism to ensure 
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that the development of Ravenscraig benefits the existing Town Centres of Motherwell and 
Wishaw as well as the adjoining areas. As such the document is crucial to the long-term 
success and survival of the whole town centre area and the manner in which the 
regeneration of Ravenscraig can assist in this. 

In this context the key elements of the Masterplan will relate to 

a> 

c) 
d) 

Defining the urban form and spatial character of the area 
Specifying the potential links and connections between the Town Centres of 
Ravenscraig and Motherwell 
Establishing a medium and long term pattern of land use 
Identifying a sustainable approach to delivery 

b) 

The outcome from the masterplanning exercise will be a series of initial options for the 
regeneration of the area. This will come in the form of a strategy for the delivery of a short- 
medium term strategy and a longer-term vision. The strategy will also include the roles and 
responsibilities of the key stakeholders and estimated costs for the options. 

The study should also provide guidance to the delivery of the vision I development strategy 
for the area by setting out a “route plan” to implementation addressing design guidelines, 
phasing, financing, land assembly and road stopping up orders. This will seek to support 
the wider series of projects and investment that will be brought forward through the Action 
Plan for Motherwell Town Centre. 

The timescale for delivery will be 16 weeks from the initial project inception and both the 
appointment of Consultants and outcomes from the exercise will be reported to future 
Economic Regeneration Committees. 

It is likely that the cost of appointing a consultant to prepare this bid will be under f50,000. 

Additions to the Standing Approved List of Contractors 

Due to the nature and importance of the Masterplanning element of this study, there is a 
requirement for specialist input in relation to delivering urban design solutions through this 
project. From previous studies and project work, experience has shown that the consultants 
currently on the Standing Approved List of Contractors do not have the required specialist 
input. 

In accordance with Contract Standing Orders, the following consultants have been 
assessed as suitable candidates for addition to the Standing Approved List of Contractors. I 
consider the consultants on this list competent to carry out this contract. 

1) Farningham McCreadie Partnership 
2) Urban Initiatives Ltd 
3) Smith Scott Mullen Associates 
4) Parr Partnership 
5) David Lock Associates 
6) Gillespies 

It is intended to invite offers from the above named for this work. 
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5 Sustainability 

5.1 The proposal will look to provide development solutions that will impact positively on a 
number of Council objectives in relation to sustainability. 

6 Corporate Considerations 

6.1 When completed it is anticipated that this project will contribute to realising the Council's 
aim: 

To reshape town centres 
To develop the transport network and business sites 
To regenerate communities 
To improve the image of North Lanarkshire 

These are key aims contained in the Stimulating Business & Economy theme of the NLC 
Corporate Plan (2004-2008). 

6.2 This study will be delivered as part of the P&E Town Centre Programme and will be jointly 
funded by Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire. 

7 Recommendation 

7.1 It is recommended that the Committee agrees 

a) to issue the Park Street Masterplan Brief to the named contractors listed above and 

b) to note that, as the cost of appointing a consultant is likely to be under f50,000, that the 
Director of Planning & Environment will appoint a contractor from the list in Para 3.2 
and report back to the Committee of 24th May 2005, following conclusion of the 
tendering exercise. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

(8 March 2005) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Sharon McAlister on 01 236 61 6248. 
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