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Subject: Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link 
Development Appraisal 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of my intention to carry out an 
appraisal of development potential, which could be identified through reinstatement of the 
Airdrie - Bathgate Rail Link. 

Background 

As the Committee will be aware a technical study presented to the Planning and 
Environment Committee on 11 th August 2004, confirmed that the rail service, identified in 
the Scottish Executive’s Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study, could be delivered. 

Subsequent to this, an Economic Activity and Location Impact study into the re-opening of 
the Airdrie-Bathgate rail link has been embarked upon. This study will include an estimate 
of the impact that the re-opening of the line will have on employment and business sectors 
within North Lanarkshire and specifically Airdrie. 

Airdrie - Bathgate Rail Link Development Appraisal 

Allied to the ongoing EALl study into the wider impacts of the proposed rail - link, which is 
being carried out on behalf of a number of public partners within the framework of the 
Scottish Transport Appraisal Guide. There is a requirement to assess the potential physical 
development effects, should additional stations be developed on the rail line, within North 
Lanarkshire. 

Plains and Caldercruix would be the villages most likely to be affected by proposals for 
additional stations within North Lanarkshire. However it is my intention to develop a brief 
and seek to appoint consultants to carry out a property market and development review of 
the areas adjacent to the proposed rail line. Particular attention would be paid to the two 
villages and their development potential. 

Sustainability Implications 

The re-establishment of the rail-line is consistent with Council and Government policies to 
promote sustainable transport routes. A development appraisal for the two villages would 
contribute to Council objectives by identifying the potential to locate development in areas 
easily accessed by public transport, increasing opportunities for local people and improving 
transport links between centres of population and employment sites, including town centres. 
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Corporate Considerations 

This appraisal will assist the Council in its consideration of the proposals for the re-opening 
of the Airdrie - Bathgate rail link and will inform the development planning and development 
control processes by providing a framework to guide and assess development proposals 
within the affected villages. 

Finance to engage appropriate consultants is available from within the Planning Capital 
Programme. 

The projected cost of the commission is expected below the Council’s Contract Standing 
Orders limit of f50,000, which will permit the Director of Planning and Environment to 
appoint a consultant following assessment and checking of suitable tender submissions. 

Recommendations 

The Committee is asked to approve the preparation of a brief and appointment of 
consultants to carry out an Airdrie - Bathgate Rail Link Development Appraisal. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

(24 February 2005) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Gordon Laing on 01236 616478. 
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