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2.1 

Introduction 

This report is to update the Committee on the progress of Clyde Valley Community 
Planning Partnership which is due to meet again on 21 March. 

The Partnership comprises the 8 local authorities in the Glasgow metropolitan area along 
with Scottish Enterprise, the Chambers of Commerce, Tourist Board, Police and Fire 
representatives. It was set up in response to the Executive's Cities Review and is the 
vehicle through which the City Growth Fund is disbursed. It also has an influence on the 
other important budgets, including the Vacant and Derelict Land Fund. 

The Partnership meets quarterly and is attended by the Council Leader and the Director 
of Planning & Environment. 

Current Issues 

The Partnership agenda for its next meeting is likely to include the following issues: 

e Key Regenerator Projects -- these include major projects along the Clyde such as 
Glasgow Harbour, the Broomielaw and Clydebank waterfront, the Forth and Clyde 
Canal corridor, the M74 Clyde Gateway and a number of town centre projects. 
North Lanarkshire Council has a number of projects in this category, including our 
town centres programme and the Kelvin Valley initiative. These reports are at this 
stage merely noted by the Partnership; no additional funding has been identified. 

e The City Growth Fund -- funding totalling €40.1 million was awarded to the 
Partnership for 2004/5 and 2005/6. This was allocated to 7 projects -- a schools 
vocational training programme, the M74 Clyde Gateway project (including a new 
East End Regeneration Road), the Broomielaw/Tradeston project (which includes 
a pedestrian bridge across the river), business centres in disadvantaged areas, 
the Forth and Clyde Canal, an Easterhouse to Gartcosh road link (terminating at 
the Glasgow boundary), a Kelvingrove to Glasgow Harbour transport link and a 
waste management innovation fund. 

Several of these projects (the vocational training programme and the waste fund) 
have been available to all authorities in the Partnership; the waste fund project 
was not considered to offer specific advantage to North Lanarkshire and has not 
been taken up. The Schools Vocational Training Programme, which was originally 
proposed to be based in Glasgow, has provided funding to the Education 
Department of f467,OOO in the current year and around €900,000 next year for 
developments within North Lanarkshire. Two projects (Clyde Gateway and the 
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Canal) have involved joint working with other authorities, in this case South 
Lanarkshire and East Dunbartonshire. 
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4.1 

Glasgow City Council was advised by the Executive in December 2004 that it had 
awarded further Cities Growth funding of f36.435 million for the period 2006-08. 
This is once again dependent on approval by Ministers of each city's investment 
plans which must be drawn up in consultation with its Community Planning 
Partners. The Executive expects consultation on bids during the first half of 2005, 
with bidding documents to be finalised by around September. 

0 Vacant and Derelict Land -- a total of f20 million was awarded in the current round 
(2004-06), allocated f10 million to Glasgow, f6 million to North Lanarkshire and 
E4 million to Dundee. The Partnership will lobby for a continuation and expansion 
of this funding. Officers of the Council are heavily involved in this process. 

0 Major projects -- Glasgow Airport and Ravenscraig are reported to the Partnership 
as strategic regeneration projects. My report to the Partnership on Ravenscraig is 
attached for information. This paper sets out the current position on Ravenscraig 
and suggests that the Partnership should consider the allocation of funding from 
the next round of the Cities Growth Fund for major infrastructure projects including 
dualling of the Carfin to Holytown link road and major investment around 
Motherwell Station. 

e European Structural Funds -- the Partnership intends to lobby (along with 
Strathclyde European Partnership and WOSEC) for a continuation of funding. 
Council officers are once again heavily involved in this process. 

0 A number of other issues will also be reported including problems with Scottish 
Water, metropolitan scenario planning and the future shape of the Structure Plan, 
possible collaboration with Edinburgh, tourism development, and civil service 
relocation. 

Conclusions 

The Clyde Valley Community Planning Partnership, which was formed principally to take 
advantage of the Cities Growth Fund, has become involved in a very wide range of 
strategic issues. To date the Partnership, perhaps not unexpectedly, has been 
preoccupied with issues affecting the city itself. There is a recognition however that, while 
the economic health of Glasgow is vitally important to the wider region, the problems and 
opportunities of the wider area must also be tackled. Some projects outside the city, such 
as Ravenscraig and development of the airport, offer major benefits to prospects and 
prosperity of the West of Scotland and other councils will no doubt seek to ensure that 
this additional funding reaches such projects. 

North Lanarkshire Council has supported the development of the Partnership as an 
important vehicle for regeneration of the metropolitan area. In the next round of funding, 
tangible financial benefit could be available for important strategic projects in North 
Lanarkshire and the Council must ensure that the case is thoroughly made for this. 

Regular reports on the work of the Partnership will be submitted to future meetings of the 
Committee. 

Recommendations 

The Committee is asked: 

(1) to note the content of this report 
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(2) 

(3) 

to instruct the Director of Planning and Environment to coordinate the preparation 
of bids for the next round of City Growth funding, and 
to instruct the Director of Planning and Environment to report further on any issues 
arising from the next meeting of the Partnership. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(9 March 2005) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
David Porch, on 01236 616201. 
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Appendix 

Report to: 
Report by: North Lanarkshire Council 
Date: 21 March 2005 
Contact: David Porch 01236 616 201 

Clyde Valley Community Planning Partnership 

Ravenscraig 
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Introduction 

The Ravenscraig development, with a total development value of f 1 billion, is the largest 
regeneration project in Scotland and amongst the largest in Europe. Most attention has 
been concentrated on the proposals for a new town centre, which have been the subject 
of a long-running legal challenge. The proposals are however much more extensive and 
comprehensive than this and include: 

3500 new houses -- mostly private sector -- to accommodate around 8000 people, many 
of whom will be incomers to North Lanarkshire 
a high-quality business park to accommodate 200,000 sq. m of new floorspace 
a large site for inward investment 
a new town centre of 95,000 sq. m, of which around 65,000 sq. m will be for retail use 
with the remainder used for various leisure and social activities. This is intended to be a 
fully rounded town centre, with houses, offices, pubs and restaurants, not merely a 
shopping mall, and will become North Lanarkshire's principal town centre. The centre is 
also planned to contain at least two main "destination" leisure attractions - the masterplan 
proposes an indoor ski slope and sports arena; because of the delays and with a 
changing market the actual attractions are likely to be different but will be equally 
attractive -- and are expected to attract people regularly from elsewhere in Scotland 
a new commuter railway station 
community facilities including schools, health centre, churches and an extensive network 
of green space 

The potential impact over the 15-20 years it will take to complete the development is 
enormous.. We expect to see: 

around 9000 permanent new jobs (in addition to about 3000 jobs in construction) 
total investment over the life of the development of around El billion, mostly from the 
private sector, and 
an increase in the local tax base of over f30 million per year 

There are also huge opportunities for social inclusion. Many of the poorest communities 
in North Lanarkshire are close to the site and the Council and Scottish Enterprise 
Lanarkshire will work with the developers and new businesses to ensure that there are 
opportunities for training and employment. The shortage of construction skills alone 
presents a major opportunity for local job creation. 

Above all else, the development of Ravenscraig brings a unique opportunity to change 
the image, prospects and prosperity of North Lanarkshire. The scale of development and 
investment is unprecedented in the area, the opportunities for appropriate and accessible 
local job creation are immense, and new development on this scale will help to change 
external perceptions of the area. The new town centre will be the principal centre in North 
Lanarkshire and creates the possibility of drawing together the existing settlements of 
Motherwell, Wishaw and a number of small villages into an integrated "city" with a 
population of over 100,000. 
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2 The current position 

2.1 The Council resolved to approve the planning application in April 2003 and since then has 
been locked in a legal battle which has prevented issue of the permission. The main legal 
issue relates to the designation of Ravenscraig as a town centre in the Structure Plan. 
This is a subject of an appeal to the Court of Session by Standard Life and Land 
Securities (who own respectively shopping centres in Hamilton and East Kilbride). The 
impact of Ravenscraig on the retail performance of these centres was a major 
consideration during consideration of the planning application and is regarded as being 
within acceptable limits by North Lanarkshire Council, the Structure Plan Joint Committee 
and Scottish Ministers. 

2.2 The appeal was first heard in the Court of Session in July 2004 and was unable to be 
concluded in the time available. The appeal was reconvened in November and a decision 
is still awaited. It is also possible that a further appeal, this time to the House of Lords, 
will be sought. The Council's decision on the planning application relied on Ravenscraig's 
status in the Structure Plan and a further interdict prevents the issue of the planning 
consent until this has been resolved. 

2.3 Meantime all the necessary preparatory work on the site is proceeding. The site has 
been decontaminated (by removing all contaminated material to a secure containment 
facility which is now a landscape feature within the site), the principal development road 
has been constructed and the second phase of formation of development platforms is 
currently on site. Planning briefs are being prepared for each of the development areas 
and, as soon as the legal position has been purified, construction is ready to start. 

2.4 The first development to appear on site, hopefully later this year, is likely to be housing. 
This will be followed shortly by the relocation of Motherwell College and a major regional 
sports facility, partly funded by SportScotland. The town centre will not open before 2008, 
by which time a new railway station should be in operation adjacent to it. 

3 The City Growth Fund 

3.1 Ravenscraig is a "flagship" project in the Structure Plan and for the Partnership, with the 
potential to make a major contribution to economic growth, inclusion and image within the 
metropolitan area. The development will be undertaken by a partnership of Scottish 
Enterprise Lanarkshire, Corus (formerly British Steel) and a private developer. Funding, 
including pump-priming investment by the public sector, has been in place for the main 
project for some time. This includes contributions from the developers for some of the 
actions which will be required of the Council, such as the construction of new and 
extended schools and other facilities. They will also contribute to works to refocus 
activities in the nearest town centres -- Motherwell and Wishaw -- as they develop new 
roles complementary to Ravenscraig. 

3.2 There are however a number of other development issues outside the site which are likely 
to fall to the local authority to implement. The main issue relates to required 
improvements to the road connection to the upgraded A8/M8 to the north of the site. 
Dualling of this road, along with widening of a railway bridge, is expected to cost in the 
region of f20 million for which there is no current funding. 

3.3 Major works are also required around Motherwell Station which has very poor access and 
parking arrangements. The feasibility of an improvement scheme is to be investigated by 
SPTE and the Council and a similar level of investment is likely to be required for this 
project. 
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3.4 While there is no allocation in the City Growth Fund at present for Ravenscraig, the partnership 
may wish, at the appropriate time, to consider making provision for these essential works in its bid 
for resources in the next funding round. 

4 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Partnership: 

a) notes the major contribution which Ravenscraig is expected to make to 
regeneration of the conurbation 

b) notes the need for the allocation of funding for off-site works 

c) requests further updates on the progress of the project 

North Lanarkshire Council 
Planning 8, Environment Department 
DMP 7 Mar 2005 
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