
ECONOMIC REGENERATION - 15 March 2005 

Motherwell, I 5  March 2005 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Maginnis, Convener; Councillor Curran, Vice-Convener; Councillors Gormill, Gray, Hogg and 
Logue. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Maginnis (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager, Director of Planning and Environment, Head of Policy and Economic 
Development, Head of Planning and Development, Policy and Projects Manager and Senior Accountant. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Burrows, Curley, Donnelly, Griffin, McCabe, McElroy and Pentland. 

EUROPEAN REGIONAL POLICY - REVIEW OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

1. There was submitted a report dated 21 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
on European Regional Policy (1) advising (a) of recent developments in European Regional Policy in 
relation to state aids and structural funds, and (b) of related lobbying activities being undertaken in the 
West of Scotland; (2) indicating that the European Commission were currently developing new 
proposals for both state aids (DG competition)and structural funds (DR regional policy); (3) providing 
details on EU state aid rules; (4) indicating (a) that the current European Structural Fund Programme 
was due to finish in 2006, and (b) that the European Commission had recently published proposals for 
a new structural funds programme to cover the period 2007-2013; (5) advising (a) that the West of 
Scotland European Consortium (WOSEC) in partnership with Strathclyde Labour Market Intelligence 
System (SLIMS) had produced a paper in 2004 entitled “The Case for Regional Assistance for the 
West of Scotland Post 2006”, and (b) that Glasgow City Council, in its capacity as Chair of the Clyde 
Valley Community Planning Partnership, had produced a paper “Western Scotland - Regional 
Development for a Competitive Future”, and (6) highlighting (a) that the Regional Policy Committee of 
the European Parliament were due to visit Scotland from 15 to 18 March 2005; (b) that the Committee 
would be visiting projects throughout Scotland during the three day stay, and (c) that the West of 
Scotland European Consortium would be hosting a reception for the Committee on 16 March which 
the Council Leader would attend. 

Decided: 

(1) that the participation by the Council in the visit by the Regional Policy Committee in March 
with a view to supporting the case for continued regional development assistance to the West 
of Scotland and to North Lanarkshire in particular, be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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TOURISM WORKING GROUP - LANARKSHIRE TOURISM AND IMAGE PROJECTS - UPDATE 
REPORT 

2. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment on the Tourism Working Group and Lanarkshire Tourism and Image Projects (1) 
advising on progress with (a) Lanarkshire Tourism Action Plan; (b) Strategic Tourism and Marketing 
Project, and (c) The Lanarkshire Branding and Communications Project; (2) outlining the background 
relative thereto; (3) reporting on the Lanarkshire Tourism Action Plan; (4) providing details on the 
Lanarkshire Strategic Tourism Project (LSTP); (5) setting out details of the challenge fund launched 
by Visitscotland in December 2004; (6) providing his comments and observations on the Chamber of 
Commerce event hosted by North and South Lanarkshire Councils and the Chamber of Commerce 
held on 1 February 2005; (7) outlining the background to the significant tourism development work 
which had taken place through the Lanarkshire Economic Forum and the Council’s MemberlOfficer 
Working Group on Tourism over the past 18 months; (8) advising of the proposal to establish a 
Tourism Officer Working Group following the winding up of the MemberlOfficer Working Group on 
Tourism which would mirror a similar group within South Lanarkshire Council and enable officers 
representing the Council, at external partnership level, to make informed contributions; (9) attaching 
as an Appendix to the report a proposed structure on how the Groups would work together, and (10) 
setting out details of the Lanarkshire Branding and Communications Project (LBCP). 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

SCOTTISH COALFIELD COMMUNITIES STUDY 

3. There was submitted a report dated 18 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
on Scottish Coalfield Communities (1) advising of a Scottish Coalfield Communities Study which is 
presently being carried out on behalf of the Scottish Region of the Coalfield Communities Campaign; 
(2) outlining the background to the Coalfield Communities Campaign (CCC); (3) setting out details of 
the study which is anticipated to be completed by 31 May 2005; (4) intimating that the study would be 
managed by West Lothian Council who currently provide the secretariat for the Coalfield Communities 
Campaign in Scotland; (5) indicating (a) that each Scottish CCC local authority member had been 
requested to contribute f2,000 towards the cost of the study, and (b) that the Council’s contribution 
could be met from existing Policy and Economic Development Service resources, and (6) providing 
his observations and considerations. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

that the Council’s continued involvement in the study be approved; 

that the Council’s contribution of f2,000 from Policy and Economic Development Service 
Research 2005l06 budget be approved; 

that a report on the results of the study and a copy of the study findings be submitted to a 
future meeting of this Committee, and 

that the support of local MSPs be sought in relation to any campaign to lobby for recognition 
of the particular needs of North Lanarkshire to address deprivation in the area. 

TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment on Training and Employment Opportunities with the Council (1) informing of progress 
made in relation to the Action Plan 2004/05 established by the Corporate Training and Employment 
Group and seeking approval for the 2005/06 Action Plan; (2) reminding Members of the background 
to the report; (3) advising of the Council’s progress in respect of (a) the Home Care customised 
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Training Programme which had successfully completed five programmes; (b) leisure and catering 
courses which would commence in March 2005; (c) programmes currently being developed, and (d) 
the re-engineering of the skillseekers training programme; (4) providing details on the training for work 
contract, and (5) summarising the Action Plan for 2005/06. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the Action Plan detailed in the report be approved, and 

that the report be otherwise noted. 

FORTHCOMING EUROPEAN EVENTS 

5. 

TOWN 

6. 

There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) seeking approval for forthcoming European events in respect of (a) EQUAL 
Community Initiative, and (b) INTERREG Industrial Change Network; (2) outlining the background 
relative to the EQUAL Community Initiative, and the INTERREG Industrial Change Network; (3) 
intimating (a) that the EQUAL Transnational conference was scheduled to take place on 13 May 2005 
and attaching, as Appendix A to the report, a draft conference programme, and (b) that the Industrial 
Change Network was scheduled to hold its seventh workshop in North Lanarkshire on 16 and 17 June 
2005 and attaching, as Appendix B to the report, a draft Workshop Programme; (4) advising that (a) 
the costs of the Conference would be met in full from the EQUAL Access Project Budget, and (b) the 
Industrial Change Network Workshop would be 100% funded from the INTERREG Project Budget, 
and (5) indicating that a formal request for civic hospitality for both events would be made to the Civic 
Functions Group. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposals with regard to the EQUAL Transnational Conference and the Industrial 
Change Workshop be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

CENTRE INITIATIVES MONITORING REPORT 

There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 January 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of progress and of issues of work undertaken by Town Centre Initiatives 
(TCI) up to the period ending 31 December 2004; (2) indicating that, as part of the reporting process 
associated with the development of Town Centre operations, TCI were required to provide information 
and updates on the progress and issues arising with regard to work within the town centres; (3) 
summarising the current position in each of the major town centres, and (4) providing his observations 
thereon. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

CENTRALISATION OF CCTV SERVICES - APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANT 

7. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment on the centralisation of the monitoring and management of CCTV services in North 
Lanarkshire (1) seeking approval to appoint a consultant, by way of a negotiated tender to undertake 
a series of technical appraisals for the best delivery option to implement proposals for the 
centralisation of the CCTV services; (2) outlining the criteria for the feasibility study for a single CCTV 
monitoring operation; (3) proposing that UK CCTV User Group be appointed to provide a technical 
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assessment and due diligence on the outcomes of the feasibility study, their report to include (a) 
confirmation of proof of concept; (b) a technical assessment; (c) an evaluation of value for money, and 
(d) sustainability, and (4) indicating that the cost of the contract would not exceed f20,000 and would 
be funded from the Planning and Environment Capital Programme 200306 through the Town Centres 
budget. 

Decided: that the Director of Planning and Environment be authorised to negotiate a tender with 
UK CClV User Groups on proposals to centralise CClV services, as outlined in the 
report. 

PETITION - REQUEST FOR THE PROVISION OF CCTV CAMERAS IN CAMBUSNETHAN, 
WISHAW 

8. There was submitted a report dated 2 March 2005 by the Director of Administration advising of the 
receipt of a petition from residents of Wishaw, requesting the provision of CCTV cameras in 
Cambusnethan, Wishaw. 

Decided: that consideration of the matter be continued pending the submission of a report by the 
Director of Planning and Environment on the merits of the request. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE CCTV PROGRESS REPORT 

9. There was submitted a report dated 30 January 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising on the progress of operations of North Lanarkshire CClV Limited; (2) reminding Members 
that reports had previously been submitted to the Planning and Environment Committee and the 
former Economic Development Committee on progress and issues arising within the authority; (3) 
summarising the current position and highlighting (a) that research into central monitoring was now at 
an advanced stage with technical and locational aspects now being finalised; (b) that anticipated costs 
for the project to first stage completion were approximately f2.2m; (c) that initial findings of the 
research suggest that major benefits, both short and long term, could be obtained by introducing 
additional services to the system; (d) that ongoing discussions had been held with the Police to 
improve operational liaison arising from the introduction of the new divisional command and control 
centre; (e) that audio visual links with Police were now in place to assist camera operators, and (9 that 
trials had also been arranged for mobile response cameras which would allow short term installations 
to be put in place to deal with specific problems, and (4) outlining the funding position for the current 
financial year. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

LANARKSHIRE ENTERPRISE ZONE EVALUATION - SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising that the 10 year designation of the Lanarkshire Enterprise Zone (LEZ) had 
come to an end in 2003; (2) detailing the key performance results and issues highlighted in the final 
evaluation carried out by Rodger Tym and Partners (Planners and Development Economists); (3) 
intimating that the Lanarkshire Enterprise Zone had been successful in the development of new 
buildings and land and had played a key role in the economic regeneration of Lanarkshire; (4) 
summarising the economic achievements; (5) attaching as an Appendix to the report a copy of the 
Lanarkshire Enterprise Zone Evaluation Executive Summary, and (6) providing his observations and 
considerations thereon. 

Decided: that the report be noted 
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CLYDE VALLEY COMMUNITY PLANNING PARTNERSHIP 

11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising on the progress of the Clyde Valley Community Planning Partnership; (2) 
detailing current issues likely to be included on the partnership agenda for its next meeting; (3) 
providing his observations and considerations; (4) seeking approval to co-ordinate the preparation of 
bids for the next round of City Growth funding, and (5) attaching as an Appendix, a report to be 
submitted to the next meeting of the Clyde Valley Community Planning Partnership to be held on 
21 March 2005. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Director of Planning and Environment co-ordinate the preparation of bids for the next 
round of City Growth funding; 

(2) that a report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee on any issues arising from 
the next meeting of the partnership, and 

(3) that the report be noted. 

EUROPEAN FUNDING - APPLICATION UPDATE 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) detailing applications for grant funding which had been submitted under (a) the 
Western Scotland Objective 2 Programme to the European Regional Development Fund and the 
European Social Fund (ESF), and (b) the Scottish Executive Objective 3 Programme to the European 
Social Fund; (2) advising of the withdrawal of an application submitted to the Scottish (ESF) Objective 
3 Programme; (3) advising of the outcome of applications previously submitted for funding; (4) 
providing details of a programme of applications to be submitted by the Council to the Objective 2 and 
3 Programmes; (5) attaching as Appendices to the report details of applications submitted to the 
Western Scotland Objective 2 Programme, and projects currently under development, and (6) 
indicating (a) the withdrawal of the Childcare SVQ Training Programme application, and (b) the 
subsequent reduction to the Council of ESF income. 

Decided: 

(1) that the projects submitted to the Western Scotland Objective 2 Programme be approved; 

(2) that the continued development and submission of projects to the Objective 2 Programme to 
meet the 23 February 2005 deadline and the Objective 3 Programme, 21 March 2005 
deadline be homologated; 

(3) that the withdrawal of the Childcare SVQ Training Programme and the subsequent reduction 
to the Council ESF income be noted, and 

(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

LANARKSHIRE KEY FUND 

13. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 31 August 
2004, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the outcome of the application submitted by North Lanarkshire Council to 
the Western Scotland Objective 2 Programme on 9 June 2004 in support of the Lanarkshire Key 
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Fund; (2) outlining the background relative thereto; (3) seeking approval for match funding 
arrangements; (4) providing (a) project funding arrangements, and (b) the breakdown of funding, and 
(5) submitting his observations and considerations thereon. 

Decided: 

(1) that the funding arrangements proposed the report be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

LANARKSHIRE KEY FUND - UPDATE ON THE NORTH LANARKSHIRE ENVIRONMENTAL KEY 
FUND 

14. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 20 January 
2004 regarding the establishment of the North Lanarkshire Environmental Key Fund, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
seeking approval (a) for amendments to the proposed structure of the North Lanarkshire 
Environmental Key Fund, and (b) for authority for the Fund to draw down and manage Landfill Tax 
Credits; (2) outlining the background to the establishment of the North Lanarkshire Environmental Key 
Fund in September 2004; (3) proposing that after 31 March 2005 the Fund continue to operate and 
draw down Landfill Tax Credits (LTC) via North Lanarkshire Forward until that company ceases to 
trade in September 2005; (4) proposing that the day to day management of the project be undertaken 
by the Policy and Economic Development Service; (5) advising that a Working Group consisting of 
representatives from (a) private sector; (b) Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire; (c) NHS Lanarkshire; (d) 
Forward Scotland, and (e) North Lanarkshire Council, would screen applications for funding and make 
recommendations to the Lanarkshire Key Fund Board of Directors as the decision making body on 
applications; (6) indicating that all awards would be matched to ERDF and (7) proposing (a) that the 
North Lanarkshire Environmental Key Fund invite North Lanarkshire Forward Board members to 
participate in the Working Group; (b) that the North Lanarkshire Environmental Key Fund be enrolled 
as a distributive environmental body, that its structure be amended and that it receive Landfill Tax 
Credits (LTCs) from North Lanarkshire Council during 2005 and beyond, and (c) that the 
Environmental Key Fund would be responsible for the marketing and distribution of Fund awards. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

that the recommendations detailed in the report be approved; 

that the report be referred to the Community Services Committee for it's interest, and 

that the report be otherwise noted. 

DELIVERY OF BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES 2005/2006 - BUSINESS GATEWAY 
LANARKSHIRE 

15. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 25 May 2004, 
there was submitted a report dated 14 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment on 
the operation of Business Gateway Lanarkshire (1) seeking approval of funding to support the delivery 
of North Lanarkshire Business Assistance Programmes by Business Gateway Lanarkshire; (2) 
advising that Business Gateway Lanarkshire delivered business support services on behalf of the 
Council to local commercial enterprises and individuals; (3) proposing that Business Gateway 
Lanarkshire continue to provide this service and advising that a draft Service Level Agreement had 
been prepared detailing funding available and the targets to be met with monitoring on a quarterly 
basis, and (4) detailing the activities the Business Gateway would be expected to deliver. 
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Decided: 

(1) that an award of funding to Business Gateway Lanarkshire up to a maximum of €70,000, to 
be met from the Departments Contingency for Joint Ventures budget, be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

STRONGER COMMUNITIES 

16. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) seeking approval to allocate Revenue Expenditure for the operation of the Stronger 
Communities Project for a three year period from 1 January 2005 until 31 December 2007; (2) 
indicating that the aims of the Stronger Communities Project were to strengthen and build capacity of 
20 local community groups to enable them to become effective partners in local regeneration 
processes; (3) setting out the key objectives to be delivered by the Project; (4) advising of an 
application submitted to the ESF Objective 3 Partnership in June 2004 seeking to continue the work of 
the Project from 1 January 2005 to 31 December 2007, for which approval for continuation was 
received in November 2004; (5) reporting on Project activity, and (6) providing his observations 
thereon. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Director of Planning and Environment be authorised to allocate the total sum of 
f108,464 to be met from the Payments to Other Bodies Revenue Expenditure Budget 20041 
2005, 2005/2006 and 2006/2007 as match funding towards the delivery of Stronger 
Communities Project 2005/2007, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES 

17. There was submitted a report dated 15 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
seeking (a) homologation for expenditure to date for the Positive Options for Women Initiative in the 
sum of f17,538, and (b) approval for future expenditure on Women’s Economic Development 
Initiatives, specifically the Women’s Placement Programme (WPP) and Positive Options for Women 
(POW); (2) outlining the background relative to the Women’s Placement Programme and Positive 
Options for Women’s Programme; (3) detailing the results achieved from the Programmes in 
2003/2004; (4) reporting on the funding arrangements and targets for both projects, and (5) detailing 
the financial arrangements. 

Decided: 

(1) that f17,538 of expenditure to date in respect of the Positive Options for Women Project be 
homologated; 

(2) that the commitment of f77,791 as match funding towards the delivery of the Women’s 
Placement Programme and the Positive Options for Women’s Project, the cost of which would 
be met from the Payments to Other Bodies Budget be approved, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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SOCIAL ECONOMY SUPPORT PROJECT 

18. There was submitted a report dated 15 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment on 
the Social Economy Support Project (1) advising of the outcome of an Objective 2 Programme 
application for the Project; (2) providing the background relative thereto; (3) outlining the nature and 
structure of the initiative; (4) advising that an application for funding submitted in June 2004 to West of 
Scotland Objective 2 was successful and the project would be operational as soon as possible; (5) 
seeking a commitment of Council funding for the two years of the project, and (6) detailing the 
proposed financial arrangements. 

Decided: 

(1) that the provision of funding for this project amounting to f28,815 be approved from the 
Payment to Other Bodies budget of the Policy and Economic Development service, and 

(2) that the report be noted. 

Prior to consideration of the following item of business, Councillor Curran declared a non-pecuniary 
interest and took no part in the consideration of the matter. 

REGENERATION OUTCOME AGREEMENT PROJECTS 

19. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment on Regeneration Outcome Agreement Projects (1) advising of projects being led by the 
Policy and Economic Development Division which had been the subject of a funding request from the 
Community Regeneration Fund; (2) seeking approval to continue with the development of 
Regeneration Outcome Agreement Projects, subject to Scottish Executive approval; (3) providing 
details of a series of projects initiated by the Policy and Economic Development Service for which 
application for Community Regeneration Funding had been made, and (4) advising of other 
Community Regeneration Fund projects which were at various stages of preparation. 

Decided: 

(1) that further development of the Community Regeneration Fund projects initiated by the Policy 
and Economic Development Service be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

CONSTRUCTION SKILLS WORKING GROUP - PROGRESS REPORT 

20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of development work undertaken by the Lanarkshire Construction Skills 
Working Group to improve the quantity and quality of construction skills in Lanarkshire ; (2) seeking 
approval to commit funds for the development of a Construction Skills Project; (3) providing details of 
(a) the composition of the Construction Skills Working Group, and (b) a proposed Construction Skills 
Project; (4) detailing funding arrangements for the proposed Project, and (5) informing that the 
projects detailed in the report had been developed following a comprehensive review of issues facing 
the Lanarkshire Construction Sector. 

Decided: 

(1) that the provision of €150,000 per annum from the Regeneration budget be allocated for the 
next three years as match funding for an ESF bid; 
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(2) that the submission of the Construction Skills Project at a cost of approximately f352,OOO to 
the European Social Fund be approved; 

(3) that in conjunction with the Lanarkshire Construction Sector and associated partners, 
employment opportunities in the Construction Sector be identified for the benefit of residents 
of North Lanarkshire; 

(4) that the Director of Planning and Environment submit progress reports to future meetings of 
this Committee on funding applications which support the aims of the Lanarkshire 
Constructions Skills Steering Group, and 

(5) that the report be otherwise noted. 

VACANT AND DERELICT LAND 2004 UPDATE 

21. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee held on 2 February 2005, when that Committee considered a report dated 12 January 
2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment summarising statistics contained in the North 
Lanarkshire 2004 Vacant and Derelict Land Survey and when it had been agreed (1) that the report 
be noted, and (2) be referred to this Committee for information. The Committee considered the 
report. 

Decided: 

(1) that a report on the progress on implementation of projects on the Cities Review Fund 
Allocation be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

INDUSTRIAL LAND SUPPLY 2004 

22. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee held on 2 February 2005 when that Committee considered a report dated 2 February 2005 
by the Director of Planning and Environment with statistics contained in the North Lanarkshire 2004 
Industrial Land Supply and when it had been agreed (1) that the report be noted, and (2) be referred 
to this Committee for information. The Committee considered the report. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

SCOTTISH AWARDS FOR QUALITY AND PLANNING - AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 

23. There was submitted a report dated 24 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
on Airdrie Town Centre Environmental Improvements Phase 2 advising (1) that the second phase of 
the Environmental Improvements in Airdrie Town Centre had been recognised at the Scottish Awards 
for Quality and Planning Ceremony held on 10 March 2005 with the Council receiving a 
commendation award; (2) outlining the background to the second phase of Environmental 
Improvements in Airdrie, and (3) providing his observations and considerations thereon. 

Decided: that the success of the Airdrie Town Centre Environmental Improvements Phase 2 
project at the 2004 Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning be noted. 
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AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAIL LINK DEVELOPMENT APPRAISAL 

24. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 January 
2005, there was submitted a report dated 24 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising the Committee of the intention to carry out an appraisal of development 
potential of the proposed reinstatement of the Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link; (2) outlining the background 
relative thereto; (3) setting out his observations and considerations; (4) indicating that the projected 
cost of the appraisal was expected to be below f50,000 and could be funded from the Town Centre 
Budget within the Department’s Capital Programme, and (5) seeking approval for the preparation of a 
brief and subsequent appointment of consultants to carry out an Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link 
development appraisal in terms of the Council’s Contract Standing Orders. 

Decided: that the Director of Planning and Environment prepare a brief and appoint consultants 
to carry out an appraisal on the reinstatement of the Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Link in 
terms of the Council’s Contract Standing Orders the costs to be funded from the Town 
Centre Budget. 

PARK STREETBCOTT STREET MASTERPLAN BRIEF 

25. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) seeking approval to commission a Masterplan for the Park StreetlScott Street area of 
Motherwell which would provide a context for future land uses and development in key locations and 
provide a long term guide for investment from the public as well as private sector; (2) outlining the 
background to the need for a specific Masterplan for the Park StreeffScott Street area of Motherwell; 
(3) setting out the key elements of the Masterplan; (4) intimating that the cost of appointing a 
consultant to prepare the brief would be under f50,OOO; (5) detailing a list of consultants which have 
been assessed as suitable candidates for this commission, and (6) intimating that it would be 
delivered as part of the Planning and Environment Town Centre Programme and would be jointly 
funded by Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire. 

Decided: 

(1) that offers be invited for the Park StreetlScott Street Masterplan brief from the consultants 
detailed in the report, and 

(2) that thereafter the Director of Planning and Environment be authorised to appoint a consultant 
in terms of the Council’s Contract Standing Orders and report further to a future meeting of 
this Committee on progress 

MOTHERWELL TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

26. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) seeking approval for (a) an Action Plan for Motherwell Town Centre, and (b) for a 
range of projects and initiatives to be identified as priorities for North Lanarkshire and Motherwell 
Town Centre; (2) intimating that the objective behind the Action Plan and Work Programme was to 
deliver a positive and sustainable future for Motherwell Town Centre building on the findings derived 
from previous reports and strategy documents prepared for the re-development of Ravenscraig; (3) 
setting out the key elements; (4) detailing in Appendix 1 to the report a range of projects and initiatives 
identified as priorities; (5) intimating that implementation would be secured via a range of Public and 
Private sources, and (6) proposing that the Action Plan be used as a means of consulting and 
informing the local community. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the range of projects and initiatives identified as priorities in the Motherwell Town Centre 
Action Plan, as a means for delivering sustainable re-generation be approved; 

(2) that the projects detailed in Appendix 1 to the report form the basis for the on-going priorities 
of the Council in Motherwell Town Centre, and that monitoring of their progress be the subject 
of reports to future meetings of the Economic Regeneration Committee, and 

(3) that the report be referred to the Motherwell and District Area Committee for its information. 

WISHAW TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

27. There was submitted a report dated 21 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) seeking approval for (a) an Action Plan for Wishaw Town Centre, and (b) for range of projects and 
initiatives to be identified as priorities for North Lanarkshire and Wishaw Town Centre; (2) intimating 
that the objective behind the Action Plan and Work Programme was to deliver a positive and 
sustainable future for Wishaw Town Centre which builds on the findings derived from previous reports 
and strategy documents prepared for the re-development of Ravenscraig; (3) setting out the key 
elements; (4) detailing in Appendix 1 to the report a range of projects and initiatives identified as 
priorities; (5) intimating that implementation would be secured via a range of Public and Private 
sources, and (6) proposing that the Action Plan be used as a means of consulting and informing the 
local community. 

Decided: 

(1) that the range of projects and initiatives identified as priorities in the Wishaw Town Centre 
Action Plan, as a means for delivering sustainable re-generation, be approved; 

(2) that the projects detailed in Appendix 1 to the report form the basis for the on-going priorities 
of the Council in Wishaw Town Centre, and that monitoring of their progress be the subject of 
reports to future meetings of the Economic Regeneration Committee, and 

(3) that the report be referred to the Wishaw and District Area Committee for its information 

CONFERENCES 

28. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 March 2005 by the Director of Administration 
advising that seven invitations had been received in respect of attendance at conferences, and 
seeking that consideration be given to the invitations. 

Decided: that no attendance be authorised. 
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