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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide Members with a review of progress made in 
implementing the approved North Lanarkshire Local Delivery Plan in 2004-05. 

Background 

As part of the Cities Review Vacant and Derelict Land Fund, North Lanarkshire was 
awarded f6m (allocated as f2m for 04/05 and f4m for 05/06) on a partnership basis with 
Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire (SEL) and Communities Scotland. 

The dispersal of the Funds is managed by the Planning and Environment Department on 
behalf of the Partnership. In order to ensure sound financial management, the funds were 
incorporated into the Council's Capital Programme (Planning and Environment). As such 
all financial transactions are subject to the financial controls of the Council. 

A Local Delivery Plan, identifying projects for investment in 04/05, was approved by both 
the Scottish Executive and Economic Regeneration Committee. 

Local Delivery Plan 2004-05 

A wide range of economic, environmental, and housing based projects were progressed 
during the first year of the fund, most notably: 

0 Completion of design proposals and implementation of construction contact for the 
Airdrie Business Centre. 

0 Site investigations and remediation plan for a new business park on the former sewage 
works site at Luggie Glen. 

0 Major service diversions at Carfin in order to facilitate release of the phase one 
development site identified in the Ravenscraig masterplan. 
Site investigations and design solutions to facilitate access and site preparation for the 
new Clarkston primary school on the former Boots factory site in Airdrie. 
Supported the development of affordable housing projects at Mill Road (Airdrie) and 
Carradale Street (Coatbridge) which created a total of 46 new units for social rent. 
In partnership with the Forestry Commission, completed a design study aimed at the 
redevelopment of the Rowancraig Quarry (in the Kelvin Valley) into a community 
woodland. 

A total of f l . 7 m  was spent for the year 04/05 out of a total of f2m, which equates to a 
f300k underspend, and represents an 85% out turn figure. 
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The Scottish Executive has approved a 100% carry forward for all 04/05 underspend, which 
makes the 05/06 budget allocation f4.3m. Given that the Scottish Executive did not award 
the allocation until September 2004, this can be considered an excellent output for the first 
year of the fund. 

The funds carried forward will be allocated in the context of both the approved Local 
Delivery Plan and any emerging new projects. A revised Local Delivery Plan will be 
presented to Committee for approval in due course. 

It is also worthwhile to note that the Airdrie Business Centre and Luggie Glen Business 
Park projects used the funding allocations as leverage to help access ERDF Objective 2 
funds to a combined total of f 1.8m. 

In general the Scottish Executive has welcomed the North Lanarkshire approach to 
dispersal of the funds and in particular both the partnership arrangements in place and 
wide range of projects identified for funding has been commended. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee: 

1) Note the successful implementation of funds in 2004-05 

2) Agree to receive further progress reports on implementation of the Local Delivery 
Plan on a regular basis throughout the year 05/06. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 22April 2005 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Ewan Green, Policy 
& Economic Development Service at Tel 01 236 61 81 37. 


