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Feasibility Study and Appointment 
of Consultants 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

I I Date: 24 May 2005 I Ref: 1056 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the Director of Planning and Environment 
to appoint consultants to undertake a feasibility study that will assess redevelopment 
options for the Wellwynd Church. 

Background 

Wellwynd Parish Church is a ‘C’ listed building built in 1847. The church and surrounding 
burial ground (which pre dates the church) were purchased in 1995 by Monklands District 
Council. 

A previous feasibility study conducted examined the suitability of the building for adaptation 
to museum premises, which would form part of a museum complex linking the church with 
the Weavers Cottage Museum. However Weavers Cottage was closed in April 2000 and no 
financial package was allocated to develop this project. The building has remained 
unoccupied since 1995 and was declared surplus to the requirements of the Department of 
Community Services on 29 August 2001. 

The Wellwynd Parish Church building is structurally sound, and occupies a central position 
within Airdrie Town Centre. It is proposed to investigate a range of potential economic 
development uses for the building as part of the ongoing regeneration of Airdrie and by 
linking into the next phases of the planned town centre environmental improvements. 

Appointment of Consultant 

A feasibility study is required to investigate the potential redevelopment of the building. 
Included in the scope of the study will be an assessment of the physical condition of the 
building, potential end users and outline designs and costs. 

In line with Council Standing Orders an open tender process will be undertaken in order to 
find a suitably qualified consultant to undertake the feasibility study. It is estimated that the 
cost of this commission will not exceed f20,000 and will be split between SEL and NLC at 
a cost of f 10,000 to each organisation. 

The Council contribution is included in the approved Planning and Environment capital 
programme for 2005/06 under the heading of Design & Project Management. 



4. Recommendations 

4.1 The Economic Regeneration Committee is requested to : - 

1) 

2) 

Agree to the Director of Planning and Environment appointing consultants as 
outlined in Section 3 of this report. 
Agree to receive a progress report in due course. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT Friday 29 April 2005 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Emma Walker, 
Policy & Economic Development Service at Tel: 01236 61 81 57. 


