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Purpose of Report 

To seek approval to commission consultants to develop a Lighting Strategy for North Lanarkshire. 

Context 

Lighting is considered to be an integral part of defining the character of an area and an 
important component in achieving a high quality environment. It can significantly contribute to 
the regeneration of town centres and local communities by creating a sense of place, 
reinforcing architectural assets and improving security and access. 

Not only does lighting make a building or location more attractive, it can make an area more 
welcoming and vibrant. It can enhance quality of life through enhancing the environment but 
also through reducing crime and the perception of safety. Lighting encourages use within 
specific places and makes areas more accessible. These are crucial elements of a healthy and 
inclusive environment. 

The Strategy 

The development of a Lighting Strategy would provide a co-ordinated approach to lighting key 
features and locations within North Lanarkshire. The Strategy would set the context for 
implementing lighting programmes and projects, encouraging innovative lighting schemes to 
enhance the image of North Lanarkshire. 

The main aim of the Strategy would be to promote the lighting of buildings, spaces and 
landmark features, to reinforce the identity of local areas, enhance the quality of areas of 
interest and improve safety and well-being. 

It is intended that the Strategy be developed using a number of themes (not exhaustive): 

0 

0 Landmark and gateway features; 
0 New Developments; 
0 Community projects/areas of local importance; and 
0 Art and interpretation. 

Buildings and structures of historical and architectural importance; 

The Strategy would include an audit of existing lighting, an appraisal of opportunities for 
lighting, development of policy and guidance and a programme of priority projects. An 
arrangement for long-term maintenance of lighting would also be an essential outcome of the 
Strategy. The Strategy however, does not include Street Lighting. 
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Corporate Considerations 

The development of a Strategy has associated costs, which will be funded by the Department's 
200306 Capital Programme under the budget heading of Environmental Regeneration. The 
implementation of the Strategy including project development and lighting maintenance will be 
examined as part of the strategy. 

The projected consultancy costs and funding source has been confirmed with the Finance 
Department. 

The Strategy would however provide opportunities to secure external funding from a range of 
funding sources including the Scottish Arts Council and the Heritage Lottery Fund. An important 
feature of the Strategy is the scope for working in partnership with the private sector to secure 
lighting on new developments that contribute to the wider built environment and community. 

The outcomes of the lighting strategy would support the significant investment that is currently 
being made in town centres and would reinforce the Open Space Strategy, Conservation Area 
Appraisals, the Street Lighting Programme and area wide regeneration initiatives such as the 
Kelvin Valley Action Plan. 

Sustainable Development Implications 

Although there will be an increase in the use of energy, there are opportunities to use 
renewable energy sources and maximise existing lighting schemes. 

The benefits of lighting contribute to the overall sustainability of town centres and communities 
by improving safety, reinforcing sense of place and making locations more attractive for 
businesses and visitors. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee approves and promotes the development of a Lighting 
Strategy for North Lanarkshire. The Lighting Strategy will be reported to Committee on completion. 

h 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lyndsay Noble, 01236 616 242. 
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