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Purpose of Report 

The report seeks to update the Committee on the progress of the Council’s 
Working for Families Fund and to request approval to accept further funding for 
2006-08. 

Background 

On 9 December 2003, the Scottish Executive announced funding of f20 million 
over two years (f10 million in 2004/5 and f10 million in 200516) to help 
disadvantaged parents across Scotland with flexible childcare and support to 
help them access training or employment. The money was to be targeted at 
parents who are on low incomes, lone parents and families who are vulnerable 
due to, for example, disability, mental health or substance abuse problems. 
Service delivery to be supported by the Fund consists of two elements: support 
for parents and childcare provision. The Scottish Executive stipulated that 
services should be developed through economic development routes, rather 
than through childcare mechanisms, in order to retain the Fund’s focus on 
employment rather than extensions of childcare services. 

Ten local authorities, including North Lanarkshire, were chosen because of the 
high number of disadvantaged children living in families that are dependent on 
Income Support or income-based Jobseekers Allowance. The North 
Lanarkshire share of the Fund amounted to f1.5 million per year for 2004/5 
and 200516. 

Scottish Executive has announced that further funding is to be made available 
to these ten local authorities for 2006 to 2008, at the same level as 2004-06. 

North Lanarkshire has been offered funding of f 1.5 million per year for 2006/7 
and 2007/08. 

Corporate Considerations 

There are no financial implications for North Lanarkshire Council as the project 
is 100% grant funded by the Scottish Executive. 



4. Recommendations 

4.1 Committee is asked to approve the acceptance of this further funding from the 
Scottish Executive. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 8th August 2005 

For further information about this report, please contact Adele Duff, on 01236 616558 


