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3.1 

Purpose of Report 

This report seeks authority from Committee on the continuation of work for the Wishaw Back 
Courts (Phases 2&3) and to negotiate the extension of a contract for further design work in 
relation to progressing improvements to the streetscape and pedestrian areas in Main Street, 
Wishaw. 

Background 

Plans for the redevelopment of the Back Courts in Wishaw have been an intrinsic part of 
the proposals for the regeneration of Wishaw Town Centre for a number of years. The 
Alexander Kerr Practice was commissioned from the outset to prepare detailed plans for 
the sites at Phases 1,2 and 3. 

The Phase 1 works resulted in the creation of an attractive and functional space. Secure 
back court areas, CCTV coverage and bin stores have been provided for commercial users 
and residents, as well as provision for service vehicles and parking. The lighting and 
fencing have also been specifically designed to reflect the high visibility of the site and 
make a decorative, yet functional contribution to the streetscape. 

It is intended that proposals for Phases 2 & 3 proceed as soon as practicable. This project 
will require an appropriate planning application, consultation with affected businesses and 
residents, and, if necessary, a CPO procedure. 

As reported to this Committee in March 2005, one of the proposals contained within the 
Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan relates to the pedestrian areas of the Main Street 
between Kenilworth Avenue and Kirk Road. This is seen as a vital element in the 
consolidation of the retail core and would allow better movement around the town centre. 
However any investment could only be successfully delivered as subsequent project 
resulting from the back court improvements. In this respect, it is important that there is 
continuity of design concepts and quality. 

Proposal 

There has been a change in circumstances for Alexander Kerr Practice, and all contracted 
works for this company have been transferred to Hypostyle Architects (Consultants who are 
on the Approved List of Contractors). I have assessed the work done by Hypostyle 
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Architects in other projects in Lanarkshire, and regard them as a suitable and competent 
replacement for the Alexander Kerr Practice. 

It is proposed that to secure continuity in design, quality and standard that the Committee 
authorise the Director of Planning & Environment to negotiate an extension of the contract 
for the Back Court with Hypostyle Architects to include design works for the streetscape 
and public realm works on Main Street. 

3.2 

4 Sustainability 

4.1 The proposal will look to provide development solutions that will impact positively on a 
number of Council objectives in relation to sustainability. 

5 Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The Wishaw Back Courts Phases 2 & 3 and further streetscape design works will highlight 
the Council’s objectives on enhancing town centres, developing the transport network and 
business sites and improving the image of the whole of North Lanarkshire. These are key 
aims contained in the Stimulating Business & Economy theme of the NLC Corporate Plan 
(2004-2008). 

6 Financial Considerations 

6.1 The finance for this project has already been identified and can be allocated from within the 
approved Town Centres budget for 2005/06. 

7 Recommendation 

7.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

i) Approves the continuation of the approved commission to Hypostyle Architects for 
the Wishaw Back Courts Phases 2 and 3. 

ii) Authorises the Director of Planning & Environment to negotiate a commission for 
further design works with Hypostyle Architects relating to public realm and 
streetscape works on Main Street in accordance with the Council’s Contract 
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

(9 August 2005) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Sharon McAlister on 01236 616248. 
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