
ECONOMIC REGENERATION - 30 August 2005 

Motherwell, 30 August 2005 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Maginnis, Convener; Councillor Curran, Vice-Convener; Councillors Burrows, Curley, Donnelly, 
Gormill, Griffin, Hogg, Homer, McElroy and Murray. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Maginnis (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager, Director of Planning and Environment, Head of Policy and Economic 
Development, Head of Planning and Development, Economic Development Manager, Economic Policy Officer, 
and Senior Accountant. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Brooks, McCabe and Pentland. 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AT SITE OF NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL, CLARKSTON, 
AlRDRlE (COAL MINING WORKINGS) 

1. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 July 2005 by the Director of Administration (1) 
advising that during the recess it was necessary for the Council, to undertake to indemnify the Coal 
Authority and accept responsibility for compliance with the conditions which the Coal Authority 
attached to its consent permitting the investigation and the treatment of coal mine workings arising 
from the road construction at the site of the new Clarkston Primary School, Airdrie; (2) indicating (a) 
that the school was part of the Education 2010 Project, and (b) that the road had to be largely 
completed prior to the commencement of the construction of the school; (3) informing Members (a) 
that, in normal circumstances, the contractor appointed by the Council to construct the road would be 
required to make an application to the Coal Authority for consent for the roadworks and would be 
responsible for the provision of an indemnity to the Coal Authority, and (b) that, had the Council 
waited until the contractor had been appointed, the lodging of the application to the Coal Authority 
would have delayed the completion of the road; (4) intimating (a) that the tenderers for the Road 
Contract had been required to confirm in their bid that they would accept responsibility for the 
obligations placed upon the Council by the Coal Authority, and (b) in the event of non compliance with 
any of the conditions by the contractor, the Council would seek damages for breach of contract from 
the contractor, and (5) advising that he had, following consultation with the Convener, accepted 
responsibility for compliance with the conditions the Coal Authority had attached to the consent . 

Decided: that it be noted that in order to ensure that the contract for the road at the new 
Clarkston Primary School, Airdrie could commence as soon as possible, the Director of 
Administration, following consultation with the Convener, had made the necessary 
application to the Coal Authority for permission to investigate and treat the coal mine 
workings and, in accordance with the Coal Authority's requirements, had accepted 
responsibility for complying with the conditions attached to the permission. 
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LIGHTING STRATEGY FOR NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

2.  There was submitted a report dated 30 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
seeking approval to commission consultants to develop a Lighting Strategy for North Lanarkshire; (2) 
advising (a) that lighting was considered to be an integral part of defining the character of an area, 
and an important component in achieving a high quality environment; (b) that the development of a 
strategy would provide a co-ordinated approach to lighting key features and locations within North 
Lanarkshire, and (c) that the main aim of the strategy would be to promote the lighting of buildings, 
spaces and landmark features to re-inforce the identity of local areas of interest, enhance the quality 
and improve safety and well-being; (3) setting out the themes to be developed within the strategy; (4) 
indicating (a) that an audit of existing lighting, an appraisal of opportunities for lighting, the 
development of policy and guidance and a programme of priority projects would be included in the 
strategy; (b) that an essential component of the strategy would include provisions for long term 
maintenance of lighting, and (c) that the strategy did not include street lighting; (5) further indicating 
that the strategy would provide opportunities to secure external funding and would support the 
significant investment currently being made in Town Centres, and (6) advising that funding for the 
strategy would be contained within the Environmental Regeneration budget of the 2005/06 Capital 
Programme. 

Decided : 

(1) 

(2) that the Director of Planning and Environment invite offers from consultants for the 

that the development of a Lighting Strategy for North Lanarkshire be approved; 

development of a Lighting Strategy for North Lanarkshire, and 

(3) that a progress report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 

CONSTRUCTION LANARKSHIRE ACTION PLAN 

3. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 15 March 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of (a) the establishment of the Lanarkshire Construction Skills Action Plan, 
and (b) the outcome of a European Social Fund bid to support a Construction Skills Project; (2 )  
outlining the background to the need for improved support and the creation of new services for the 
Lanarkshire construction sector; (3) intimating that the Construction Skills Project commenced in June 
2005; (4) setting out the range of apprenticeships secured for trainees; (5) informing (a) that the 
Department had been successful in receiving funding of f510,000 from the new Community 
Regeneration Fund and f345,OOO from the European Social Fund, and (b) that the success of the 
European application and funding available from the Community Regeneration Fund would enable the 
project to be replicated over the next three years; (6) advising that activity proposed for the current 
year was contained within the 2005/06 Action Plan attached as Appendix 1 to the report; (7) attaching, 
as Appendix 2 to the report, further details of the scheme; (8) informing that a formal launch of 
Construction Lanarkshire was scheduled for October 2005; (9) outlining the financial details, and (1 0) 
proposing that consideration be given to the creation of a purpose built facility to deliver construction 
skills training. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2 )  

that the success of the European Social Fund bid to support the North Lanarkshire 
Constructions Skills Project be noted; 

that the activity contained within the 2005106 Construction Skills Action Plan be approved, 
and 
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(3) that a further report on the progress of the feasibility of creating a dedicated North 
Lanarkshire Construction Skills training facility be submitted to a future meeting of this 
Committee. 

Prior to consideration of the following item of business, Councillor Curran, by reason of being a 
Director of the Routes to Work Initiative, declared a non-pecuniary interest and took no part in the 
consideration of the matter. 

GET LANARKSHIRE WORKING 

4. There was submitted a report dated 30 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
informing Members of a new campaign "Get Lanarkshire Working" which would be implemented 
across Lanarkshire over the next three years; (2) advising that Get Lanarkshire Working was a 
communications campaign seeking to change views held by unemployed residents within the area 
with regard to perceived lack of employment opportunities in Lanarkshire; (3) indicating that the 
campaign would be aimed at two target audiences, being (a) public and voluntary organisations who 
support workless residents in Lanarkshire, and (b) workless residents in North Lanarkshire; (4) 
indicating that, to enable the activities to be delivered, the provision of a post of Promotions Officer 
had been created to develop and deliver the Get Lanarkshire Working Initiative across North 
Lanarkshire for a period of three years until 31 March 2008; (5) informing (a) that funding for the 
initiative of f80,000 per year for three years had been secured through the Community Regeneration 
Fund, and (b) that all costs for activities and events held in South Lanarkshire would be funded by that 
Council, and (6) providing his observations and considerations. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

REVIEW OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 2005 

5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22August 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the outcome of a joint review of North and South Lanarkshire Council 
Business Development Services; (2) seeking approval to continue to develop and progress the 
findings of the report in consultation with partners; (3) intimating (a) that both Councils wished to 
improve the relevance of their current business support in line with their Council's corporate and 
economic priorities, and (b) that both Councils, with the support of European funds, invested 
approximately f 3  m per annum on business development support; (4) advising that consultants had 
been commissioned to conduct a review of the current business support services, with a view to 
identifying potential areas of future development; (5) reporting (a) that many services offered by both 
Councils were funded through various European programmes; (b) that funding support for most 
programmes would end during 2005/2006, with some continuing until 200712008, and (c) that future 
European funding to support some projects may be difficult to attract; (6) detailing the main 
recommendations contained in the review which would be assessed over the next six month period 
and a series of actions developed to address deficiencies, and (7) indicating that further reports would 
be submitted to this Committee and contain recommendations for improvement. 

In response to a question by Councillor Murray regarding the development of Cumbernauld Town 
Centre it was noted that a report on this matter would be submitted to the next meeting of the Service 
Delivery and Performance Scrutiny Panel and it was agreed that that report should be remitted to this 
Committee for its interest. 
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Decided: 

(1) that it be noted Officers from North and South Lanarkshire Councils would progress the 
recommendations within the review with progress reports being submitted for consideration; 

(2) that it be agreed that the report on Cumbernauld Town Centre be remitted to this Committee 
for its interest, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

STATE AIDS 

6. There was submitted a report dated 30 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising of recent developments in relation to the European Commission's reform of State Aid Policy; 
(2) intimating (a) that the European Commission had now published a draft text on Regional Aid 
Guidelines 2007/2013; (b) that, although the document was still in draft form, it was expected to be 
the basis of a settlement which would be considered by member state governments in September 
2005, and (c) that, assuming that the proposals were adopted, the next critical stage in the process 
would be the drawing of a new UK map of assisted areas; (3) intimating that the Council would 
continue to lobby both independently and through networks to ensure that North Lanarkshire achieved 
assisted area status for the period from 2007 to 2013, and (4) outlining the four aspects of EU State 
Aid Policy that would affect the activities of the Council those being (a) regional investment; (b) 
promoting innovation, research and developments; (c) land and property development, and (d) 
delivery of public services. 

Decided: 

(1) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee on the formulation of 
the proposals on state aid reform by the European Commission, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

LABOUR MARKET REPORT - SUMMER 2005 

7.  There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5August 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) summarising (a) economic trends; (b) impact on the industrial sector; (c) current job 
seekers statistics; (d) economic inactivity, and (e) Area Committee level analysis from the Labour 
Market Summer Report 2005, and (2) setting out in the Appendix to the report the full Labour Market 
Report for Summer 2005. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

CENTRALISATION OF CCTV SERVICES - APPROVED LIST OF CONTRACTORS 

8. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 May 2005, 
when it had been agreed that Wallace Whittle be commissioned to undertake a diligence appraisal on 
the outcomes of the feasibility study to implement the centralisation of C C W  services, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
seeking approval (1) for the inclusion of contractors detailed in an Appendix to the report in an 
Approved List of Contractors for the possible undertaking of Phases 1, 2 and 3 of the project, and (2) 
to appoint Wallace Whittle as contract managers for year 1 of the centralisation project, subject to its 
inclusion in the Council's Capital Programme, on the basis their knowledge of the project through their 
previous involvement and that they had demonstrated the range of specialist knowledge and multi 

1047 



ECONOMIC REGENERATION - 30 August 2005 

disciplinary technical skills required and to extend the contract for years 2 and 3 at the Council’s 
satisfaction. 

Decided: 

(1) that the inclusion of the contractors detailed in Appendix 1 in an Approved list of Contractors 
for the purpose of phase 1 - Refurbishment of the Command Centre, phase 2 - Transmission 
Requirements and phase 3 - system integration, be approved; 

that subject to the Council including the centralisation of CCTV services in its Capital 
Programme at the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee in September 2005 
Wallace Whittle be appointed as contract managers for year 1 of the centralisation project, 
and 

(2) 

(3) that the diligence appraisal of the feasibility study completed by Wallace Whittle be otherwise 
noted. 

EUROPEAN FUNDING - APPLICATION UPDATE 

9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3August 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) detailing applications for grant funding which had been submitted to (a) the West of 
Scotland Objective 2 Programme, and (b) the Scottish European Social Fund (ESF) Objective 3 
Programme; (2) advising of the outcome of applications previously submitted for funding; (3) providing 
details of a range of project ideas currently being investigated as potential applications, and (4) 
attaching as Appendices to the report, details of applications submitted to the West of Scotland 
Objective 2 Programme and the Scottish European Social Fund Objective 3 Programme. 

Decided: 

(1) that the projects submitted to the West of Scotland Objective 2 Programme and European 
Social Fund Objective 3 Programme be approved; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the progress of projects awaiting decisions be noted, and 

that the project proposals currently being considered as future funding applications be noted. 

LANARKSHIRE SOCIAL ECONOMY UPDATE 

10. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 15 March 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 July 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the outcome of two European funded applications for Social Economy 
projects; (2) outlining the background relative thereto; (3) detailing the nature and structure of the 
project; (4) detailing progress of two European funded Social Economy projects in Lanarkshire, and 
(5) setting out the Social Economy Action Plan for 2005/2008. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

LIVING LANDMARKS FUND 

1 I. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising (a) of the announcement by the Big Lottery of the Living Landmarks Fund, 
and (b) of the development work being undertaken to identify possible project submissions; (2) 
indicating that the Living Landmarks Fund amounted to €140 m; (3) outlining the application process 

1048 



ECONOMIC REGENERATION - 30 August 2005 

for the scheme; (4) intimating that the Living Landmarks Fund is intended to inspire communities to 
transform, revitalise and regenerate the places where they live through social and community projects 
and major infrastructure investments; (5) advising that, in order to facilitate discussions about possible 
involvement by the Council in the Fund, the External Funding Team had organised a series of 
workshops to discuss possible Lanarkshire bids; (6) further advising that the External Funding Team 
would summarise the project ideas which emerged from the workshops and produce a report for both 
the Corporate External Funding Working Group and the Corporate Resources Working Group 
detailing project proposals for submission to the Big Lottery, and (7) recommending that a further 
report outlining the Council's involvement with the Living Landmarks Fund be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Economic Regeneration Committee for information. 

Decided: 

(1) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee outlining the Council's 
involvement in the Living Landmarks Fund, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

STRUCTURAL FUNDS 200712013 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30August 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising (a) of recent developments in relation to the European Commission's 
proposals for a review of structural funds in the period 2007/2013; (b) of the response by the Scottish 
Executive to the proposed changes, and (c) of a proposal by the Clyde Valley Community Planning 
Partnership to establish a permanent representation in Brussels to lobby for its interests; (2) intimating 
that the European Commission were currently finalising the European Union budget for 2007/2013; 
(3) informing that the Alliance for Regional Aid were planning an event in October 2005 at 
Westminster to lobby the Government to compensate areas which would be affected by a reduction in 
EU funding, and (4) seeking approval for the Council to be represented at the lobbying event. 

Decided: 

(1) that the attendance by an elected Member and an Officer at the Alliance for Regional Aid 
Lobby in Westminster in October 2005 be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

WORKING FOR FAMILIES FUND - UPDATE ON PROGRESS 

13. With reference to paragraph I 0  of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 November 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 8 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) updating Members on the progress of the Council's Working for Families Fund; (2) intimating that 
the Scottish Executive had announced that further funding amounting to f 1.5 m per year for 2006107 
and 2007108 would be offered to North Lanarkshire Council; (3) further intimating that there were no 
financial implications for the Council due to the project being fully funded by the Scottish Executive, 
and (4) seeking approval to accept further funding for the periods 2006/08. 

Decided: that the acceptance of further funding of €1.5 m per year for 2006/07 and 2007108 from 
the Scottish Executive be approved. 
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PETITION - REQUEST FOR THE PROVISION OF CCTV CAMERAS AT CALDER PARK, 
BELLSHILL 

14. There was submitted a report dated 18 August 2005 by the Director of Administration advising of the 
receipt of a petition from residents of Bellshill regarding incidents of violence involving youths using 
the new cycle lane at Calder Park, Bellshill and requesting the provision of CCTV cameras. 

Decided: that a report by the Director of Planning and Environment on the feasibility of the 
provision of CCTV cameras at Calder Park, Bellshill be submitted to a future meeting of 
this Committee. 

LANARKSHIRE STRATEGIC BRANDING AND COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 

15. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 15 March 2005, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23August 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) informing of the outcome of the tendering procedure for the Lanarkshire Branding 
and Communications Project (LBCP); (2) reminding Members of the background to the development 
of the LBCP; (3) seeking approval to appoint Liddell Thomson Limited to deliver key elements of the 
project, including the development of a Communications Plan, Brand Development, associated Public 
Relations activities and Advertising Features over a 30 month period in the sum of f525,OOO; (4) 
providing funding details for the project, and (5) intimating that a Service Level Agreement would be 
drawn up between the Council and Liddell Thomson Limited to cover the period of the contract and 
which would be monitored every quarter in line with European Funding requirements. 

Decided: that the Director of Administration accept the tender submitted by Liddell Thomson 
Limited in the sum of f525,000 to deliver key elements of the Lanarkshire Branding 
and Communications Project. 

BOOTS REGENERATION (PHASE 1) - APPOINTMENT OF SPECIALIST CONTRACTOR 

16. There was submitted a report dated 15 June 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
providing details of tenders received in respect of the appointment of a specialist contractor to 
undertake essential site decontamination works as part of the planned Boots Regeneration Project 
(Phase 1); (2) detailing the tender process undertaken; (3) advising that the Director of Administration, 
following consultation with the Convener, had accepted the lowest offer, being that received from 
E.R.S. Limited, in the sum of f722,313.70; (4) intimating that funding for the project was contained 
within the Cities Review - Vacant and Derelict Land Fund budget of the Planning and Environment 
Capital Programme 2005/06, and (5) further advising that the Council had successfully applied for 
landfill tax exemption, as a consequence of which there would be no requirement to pay landfill tax for 
the works. 

Decided: 

(1) that the action taken by the Director of Administration, following consultation with the 
Convener, in accepting the tender by E.R.S. Limited in the sum of f722,313.70 be noted, and 

(2) that it be noted that the Council had successfully applied for landfill tax exemption, as a 
consequence of which there would be no requirement to pay landfill tax for the works. 
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AWARD OF TENDER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS, LUGGIE GLEN BUSINESS PARK, 
COATBRIDGE 

17. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 July 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) providing details of the tenders received in respect of the appointment of a contractor 
to carry out infrastructure works relating to the development of a Business Park at Luggie Glen, 
Coatbridge; (2) intimating (a) that the offers submitted by MacKenzie Construction and Mowlem 
Limited were incomplete and had subsequently been withdrawn, and (b) that the Traffic Management 
proposal from Crummock Scotland was deemed unsatisfactory to the Council as a Traffic 
Management Scheme, and (3) advising that the Director of Administration, following consultation with 
the Convener, had accepted the offer received from I & H Brown Limited, in the sum of 
f 1,224,624.28. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

that it be noted that the offers submitted by MacKenzie Construction and Mowlem Limited 
were incomplete and had subsequently been withdrawn; 

that it be noted that the Traffic Management Proposal from Crummock Scotland was deemed 
unsatisfactory to the Council as a Traffic Management Scheme, and 

that the action taken by the Director of Administration, following consultation with the 
Convener, in accepting the tender by I & H Brown Limited in the sum of f1,224,624.28, be 
noted. 

WISHAW REGENERATION 

18. There was submitted a report dated 30 August 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
seeking approval (a) to continue with work on Phases 2 and 3 of the design works for the Wishaw 
Back Courts Improvement Project previously awarded to the Alexander Kerr Practice, and (b) to 
negotiate the extension of a contract for further design work in relation to progressing improvements 
to streetscape and pedestrian areas in Main Street, Wishaw with Hypostyle Architects; (2) outlining 
the background relative to the past appointment of the Alexander Kerr Practice for the preparation of a 
detailed plan for the development of the Back Courts Improvement Project in Wishaw at Phases 1 ,  2, 
and 3; (3) advising that, due to a change in circumstances affecting the Alexander Kerr Practice, all 
contracted works for that company had now been assigned to Hypostyle Architects; (4) proposing that 
in order to secure continuity in design, quality and standard, an extension of the contract for the Back 
Courts Project be negotiated with Hypostyle Architects to include design works for the streetscape 
and public realm works on Main Street, Wishaw, and (5) indicating that funding for the project was 
contained within the Town Centre’s budget for 2005106. 

Decided: 

(1) that the assignation of the consultancy for the design works for the Streetscape and 
pedestrian areas at Main Street, Wishaw to Hypostyle Architects for the Wishaw Back Courts 
Phases 2 and 3 be approved, and 

(2) that the Director of Planning and Environment be authorised to negotiate a commission for 
further design works with Hypostyle Architects relating to public realm and streetscape works 
on Main Street, Wishaw in accordance with the Council’s Contract Standing Orders and 
Financial Regulations. 
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GOWKTHRAPPLE MASTERPLAN 

19. There was submitted a report dated 9August 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising of the intention to develop a Masterplan for the regeneration of the Gowkthrapple Estate and 
adjacent Garrion Business Park; (2) seeking approval to invite offers from a number of specialist 
contractors to undertake decontamination works at the former Smiths Clockworks site as Phase 1 of 
the works; (3) outlining the background relative thereto; (4) indicating that the Masterplan would 
provide a focus for development and investment and deliver an appropriate remediation and 
regeneration strategy for the area; (5) indicating that the key elements of the Masterplan would relate 
to (a) ensuring linkage use and integration of retained Council housing stock with new build; (b) 
appropriate redevelopment of existing vacant industrial units; (c) restoration options for the former 
Smiths Clockworks site, and (d) location of new housing and commercial premises; (6) providing 
details of the companies which had been assessed as suitable candidates to carry out the specialist 
contract and proposing that they be included in an Approved List of Contractors for the works; (7) 
informing that finance for the project was contained within the Cities Review - Vacant and Derelict 
Land Fund, and (8 )  advising that a further report would be submitted to the next meeting of this 
Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that the programme of works as detailed in the Masterplan for the regeneration of 
Gowkthrapple Estate and the Garrion Business Park be approved; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the Director of Planning and Environment initiate a tender process for Phase 1 of the 
project, and 

that a report be submitted to the next meeting of the Economic Regeneration Committee 
detailing the outcome of the tender process. 

CONFERENCES 

20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23August 2005 by the Director of Administration 
advising that four invitations had been received in respect of attendances at conferences, and seeking 
that consideration be given to the invitations. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Council be represented at the undernoted conferences:- 

Conference Venue Date Attendance 

Regeneration Scotland Edinburgh 4 October 2005 One Member 

BSCS Annual Conference and Belfast 31 October to 2 November Two Members 
Retail Showcase 2005 

Reducing Risks and Injuries at Solihull 14 and 15 November 2005 One Member 
Home 

and 

(2) that otherwise no attendance be authorised 
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