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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the report is to seek approval for the Council’s involvement in a Lanarkshire 
Area Tourism Partnership and agree elected member representation. 

Background 

As a result of the Review of Area Tourist Boards (ATB), a new structure has now been agreed 
for tourism promotion in Scotland, which includes the establishment of a Local Area Tourism 
Partnership (ATP). The Council had maintained throughout the ATB Review that its preferred 
option for local participation would be through the existing Local Economic Forum structure and 
this has been accepted by VisitScotland. It is therefore proposed to establish an ATP that 
would report to the Local Economic Forum (LEF) and link to the existing LEF Tourism and 
Image Sub-group. The group would include representation from the private sector, 
Visitscotland’s Glasgow Office and an elected member from North and South Lanarkshire 
Council to progress the broader remit of Local Area Tourism Partnership. 

The role of the ATP would be to ensure that there is effective communication between private 
and public sector tourism interests, that the tourism needs of the area are being identified and 
represented and link to the VisitScotland network. The ATP would also be responsible for 
updating the Lanarkshire Tourism Action Plan and reviewing progress regularly. 

Lanarkshire Tourism Action Plan 

The Lanarkshire Tourism Action Plan was formally launched on the14‘h February, 2005, by the 
Minister, Patricia Fergusson MSP, at Hamilton Park Racecourse. Over 80 local tourism 
businesses attended and feedback on the Action Plan has been extremely positive to date. The 
Plan aims to achieve a 6% increase in the volume and value of tourism over the next three 
years in Lanarkshire as an initial contribution to the Scottish Executive target of an overall 50% 
increase for Scotland by 201 5. 

Corporate Considerations 

The establishment of the ATP has no financial implications for the Council and is consistent with 
the Council’s corporate theme of ‘stimulating business and economy’ and specifically the key 
aim of ‘improving the image of North Lanarkshire’. 

Conclusion 

It is recommended that the Council agrees to take part in the A.T.P and that an elected member is 
nominated to represent North Lanarkshire Council’s interests. 
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6. Recommendations 

The Committee is asked to approve that the Council becomes a member of the Lanarkshire Area 
Tourism Partnership, that an elected representative is nominated to attend meetings on behalf of 
North Lanarkshire Council and that this report be remitted to Community Services Committee for 
information. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 27th September 2005 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Caitriona McAuley, 
Economic Development Manager, 01236 616279 


