
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

~ E C O N O M ~ C R E G E N E R A T I O N  COMMIITEE 

REPORT 

Subject:: Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Date: 17th January 2006 1 Ref: 1106 

1. 

1 .I 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

Purpose of Report 

This report updates members on progress with the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail 
link and highlights some of the results from a recent economic impact assessment. 

Background 

The Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study (CSTCS), commissioned by the Scottish 
Executive, considered a range of transport projects serving communities lying along the A8 
and A80 travel corridors. One of the key projects identified in the CSTCS study was the re- 
opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway. A technical feasibility study was subsequently 
commissioned, which confirmed that the rail service identified within the CSTCS could be 
delivered and that four trains an hour could be run from the west of Glasgow through 
Glasgow Queen St (low level), Airdrie, and Bathgate, with a final destination of Edinburgh 
Waverley . 

Scottish Ministers satisfied with the viability of the scheme, as identified within the feasibility 
study, subsequently approved the continued promotion of the re-opening of the Airdrie- 
Bathgate line. 

A pre-condition of major transport projects in Scotland is the need to assess economic 
impacts. To fulfil this requirement West Lothian and North Lanarkshire Councils jointly 
commissioned an Economic Activity and Location Impacts (EALI) study, to consider the 
extent of positive effects. 

The EALI study estimated the net contribution to the Scottish economy. The study also 
identified a range of benefits for both councils. This included improved opportunities for 
North Lanarkshire residents to commute to Glasgow/Edinburgh; renewed economic interest 
in sites previously considered commercially redundant, and a general improvement of the 
attractiveness of North Lanarkshire as a place in which to live, locate business and work. 

Current Proposals 

Consultants have now reported back to Ministers and the next key stage will be the public 
consultations, with public meetings arranged in Airdrie, Plains and Caldercruix, 
commencing in January 2006. The Scottish Executive (as project clients) and Network Rail 
(as scheme promoters) intend to present their preferred scheme options at these 
consultation events. By reducing the number of options being presented, they hope to focus 
comment, although this will still allow plenty of opportunity for the registering of comments/ 
concerns. The final scheme detail will need agreed upon for submission to the 
Parliamentary Bill process around Spring 2006. 

As a precursor to the consultation events, the scheme consultants made a presentation to a 
special meeting in the Civic Centre, to which all councillors were invited. They presented 
their preferred scheme, and their justification for the Scottish Executive's reasoning for 
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opting for that scheme. The aim of the presentation was to gain the support of the council 
prior to finalising the scheme proposals for the public consultation events. A similar 
presentation took place with West Lothian Council. 

One of the main issues for the council concerns the stations. The promoters considered the 
enhancements/ improvements required at existing stations to accommodate the expected 
increase in rail patronage, which may be considerable given that the scheme will provide a 
direct rail link to West Lothian and Edinburgh. Major works would be required at Airdrie 
Station. Improvements would also be necessary at the existing Drumgelloch Station, 
however, due to various constraints at Drumgelloch, a re-location to a new station at 
Clarkston has been put forward. 

3.3 

3.4 The original CSTCS study did not allow for any new intermediate stations between Airdrie 
(Drumgelloch) and Bathgate, the current extents of the rail lines to the west and east 
respectively. However, both councils, as well as the local MSP’s, have previously and 
continually made representation to the Scottish Executive, as well as the Transport Minster, 
to stress the view that intermediate stations are an essential requirement. North 
Lanarkshire Council has been seeking two new intermediate stations, at Plains and at 
Caldercruix. The Scottish Executive subsequently included the examination of potential 
intermediate station locations within later studies. 

3.5 However, within the preferred scheme the Scottish Executive is only proposing one new 
intermediate station within North Lanarkshire, at Caldercruix, plus one within West Lothian. 
The proposal for these new stations is based upon engineering, patronage, environmental, 
economic and other associated factors, as well the ability of the new train stopping patterns 
to tie into the existing rail timetables for both the Glasgow and Edinburgh expansive and 
relatively congested networks. Under the current proposals, Caldercruix would have a skip- 
stop service pattern, with one train every half hour, as would Drumgelloch/ Clarkston (the 
current service frequency at Drumgelloch). Airdrie would continue to have a 15-minute 
service. 

4.0 Economic Impacts 

4.1 The impacts directly associated from the re-opening of a railway line can be difficult to 
quantify. The Scottish Executive’s preferred method for measuring impacts is therefore to 
assume zero change at the national level and instead consider the distribution effect any 
large transport scheme might have on population, employment and economic activity. 

4.4 The study estimates that the Airdrie corridor will gain around 1800 residents and just over 
600 jobs. It should be emphasised that impacts build up over time. For population impacts, 
most of the impact occurs over five years, with relatively little change thereafter. 
Employment impacts are generally more spread out over the decade. The longer 
employment responses are partly because many employers take longer to respond to 
change than households. 

4.5 The effect of the line re-opening is forecast to be one of migration. The study therefore 
highlights a marginal redistribution of population and employment from the Cumbernauld 
and Motherwell corridors. However, it is important to view any redistribution effects within a 
wider context that points to a sustained period of growth for North Lanarkshire. Taking 
account of these impacts the net local authority position is forecast at 400 additional jobs 
and 1000 additional residents for North Lanarkshire. 

4.6 Although the impacts appear small in number, the results underline a positive trend 
attributable to the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail-link. The study also highlights 
positive impacts would be concentrated within North Lanarkshire’s most disadvantaged 
areas - defined as Community Regeneration Areas. The re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate 
rail-link will therefore contribute positively to wider efforts to regenerate North Lanarkshire. 
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Although not considered in the study, the reopening of the line will also lead to improved 
access to training and educational opportunities, especially for younger people and for 
those who do not have the regular use of a car. Improved access for AirdrieKoatbridge 
residents to colleges in West Lothian and Edinburgh will increase the range of training and 
educational opportunities available. This will be beneficial for residents who attend further 
rather than higher education and who are dependent upon opportunities within commuting 
range of their homes. 

The modelling results reported in the above paragraphs indicate that the reopening scheme 
will have positive impacts on the numbers of residents and numbers of jobs in the corridor it 
serves. There will be some redistribution of activity within North Lanarkshire, but the study 
forecasts net gains in both residents and jobs. The appraisal of the impacts indicates that 
the scheme will assist the achievement of Scottish policies as set out in the Assisted Areas 
map. At a more local level it will on balance also give support to policies set out in the 
Glasgow Clyde Valley Structure Plan, the Scottish Executive Closing the Opportunity Gap 
policy and promote activity within North Lanarkshire’s CRF deprived areas. The last of 
these points is particularly important in that the redistribution of employment and of working 
residents is likely to have positive impacts on the concentration of deprived wards in the 
Airdrie corridor. 

Sustainability Implications 

The re-establishment of the rail line is consistent with Council and Government policies to 
promote sustainable transport modes and if implemented, it will help the Council to meet its 
obligations under the Road Traffic Reduction Act. The project will contribute to achieving 
objectives outlined within the Council’s sustainability index, including: 

Improving transport links between centres of population and employment sites, 
Increasing employment opportunities for local people, 
Locating development in areas easily accessed by public transport 

Corporate Considerations 

The Council’s contributions towards the initial feasibility study and the later Economic and 
Location Impact study were met from Planning and Transportation resources. No other 
direct contributions towards the ongoing or future studies have been identified, with the 
exception of continued staff commitments to the various working groups. The department 
will incur some minor costs associated with the public consultation meetings. However, it is 
likely that the Scottish Executive will at some time wish to meet with both North Lanarkshire 
and West Lothian Councils to discuss contributions towards subsidised bus services to the 
stations, maintenance of car parks, creation of access routes, etc. 

The re-opening of the line will contribute positively to the Council’s social inclusion and 
economic regeneration objectives. 

Recommendation 

Committee is asked to:- 

(i) 
(ii) 

note the contents of this report. 
support efforts being made to reopen the Airdrie-Bathgate rail-link. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact David McLay at 01236 
616256 
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