
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Date: 14‘h March 2006 Ref: 1131 

REPORT 

Subject: Scottish Local Authority 
External Funding Officers’ Group 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update committee on the role and ongoing work of the Scottish 
Local Authority External Funding Officers Group (SLOG) and to recommend that North Lanarkshire 
Council formally registers as a member of the Group. 

2. Background 

2.1 Following initial discussions in 2001, the Scottish Lottery Officers Group was formed to provide a 
collective interface between Scottish local authorities and lottery distributors operating across 
Scotland. However, over the last two to three years, the role of many lottery officers within local 
authorities has been expanded to include responsibility for all types of external funding. As such, the 
remit and constitution of this group has been amended to better reflect the wider external funding 
environment which local authorities operate in and this has been highlighted in the recently 
amended name of this group -the Scottish Local Authority External Funding Officers Group 
(SLOG). 

2.2 The main role of SLOG is focused on strengthening the role of local authorities at the heart of the 
external funding environment, increasing local authority officer involvement in the consultation and 
planning processes of funders and improving communication between funders and officers to 
ensure effective funding processes. 

2.3 In support of these aims, SLOG has continued to network with key external funders, provide a 
consultation forum for agencies such as the Big Lottery Fund and develop a range of information 
sessions for officers on new funding programmes such as ‘Futurebuilders’ and the ‘Young Peoples 
Fund’. 

3. ProposalslConsiderations 

3.1 Throughout 2005, SLOG held four business meetings and one annual general meeting to support 
their ongoing management and networking role. Although North Lanarkshire Council are not official 
members of SLOG, the Council were represented at all of these meetings by officers from NLC’s 
External Funding Team and have been invited to host the next SLOG meeting in March 2006. 

3.2 In order to continue to benefit from participation in the SLOG network, it is recommended that North 
Lanarkshire Council formally register as members of this group and maintain ongoing 
representation at SLOG business and general meetings through the Council’s External Funding 
Team. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 Financial implications of the Council’s involvement in SLOG relate only to staff time and expenses 
as there are no subscription fees attached to the membership of this group. 
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4.2 Ongoing participation in SLOG will continue to provide significant benefits to the Council and help it 
meet its corporate priority to attract funding from external sources by: increasing its networking 
capacity with external funders and other local authorities; promoting a greater input to the 
development and delivery of key external funding programmes; and providing a key information 
source for external funding. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

(0 , 

(ii) 

(iii) 

provide approval for North Lanarkshire Council to formally register as members of the 
Scottish Local Authority External Funding Officers Group (SLOG). 

provide approval for North Lanarkshire Council’s External Funding Team to host the next 
SLOG meeting and continue to attend future network meetings as representatives of the 
Council. 

otherwise note the content of this report. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

loth February 2006 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
David Greer on 01236 618066. 
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