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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the report is to inform members of a new Lottery programme “Young 
People’s Fund” and to seek approval to commence work on a possible submission to the 
Fund. 

Background 

The Young People’s Fund has f20m to fund young people “to learn new things, feel good 
about themselves and take part in positive, healthy activities.” The Fund is targeted at 1 1 - 
25 year olds and funds will be awarded to projects under three main headings: “Local 
Projects”, “Wider Inclusion” and “New Ideas”. 

Local Projects will provide grants of over f5,000. No formal upper limit has been set but it 
is expected that grant awards under this element of the Fund will be relatively small scale. 
Each local authority area has been awarded a ring-fenced allocation under the Local 
Projects banner. In North Lanarkshire there is a total of €740,000 for this funding stream 
and decisions on applications will be taken by a local panel of young people supported by 
the North Lanarkshire Volunteer Centre. 

The “Wider Inclusion” funding stream has f2.85m available nationally and will provide 
grants of between €1 Ok and f500K. Wider Inclusion will fund projects which cover more 
than one local authority area and projects which deal with thematic groups. 

The New Ideas funding strand has f4.75m available nationally and will provide grants of 
between €200,000 and Elm. This funding strand will support projects which try new 
approaches, carry out groundbreaking new work or adapt successful approaches from 
elsewhere. 

A wide range of organisations, including local authorities, are eligible to apply to the Fund. 
Applications should be targeted at helping teenage girls, young people facing barriers to 
volunteering, young people with many and complicated problems and/or young people 
lacking positive relationships. Project applications should be for new or expanded activity 
and the Young People’s Fund can provide up to 100% for a maximum 4-year period. To be 
eligible for funding, projects should help young people to “gain confidence and skills, make 
decisions about what affects them and raise their self-esteem.’’ 

North Lanarkshire Council Submission 

In the period since the announcement of the Fund, the External Funding Team has: 
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Organised a small workshop with the relevant members of staff across the Council to 
discuss possible ideas for projects 

Established a cross-Departmental working group to take forward a project submission 
on behalf of the Council 

The Young People’s Fund Working Group is made up of representatives from Chief 
Executive’s Department, Social Work, Community Services and Planning and Environment. 
The Education Department have not nominated a representative to attend the group but will 
be kept informed of the progress of any project proposal. 

The working group has now had three meetings and agreed: 

The project to be developed should focus on integrating services to better support 
vulnerable young people 
The focus of the application will be on young people who are offenders or at risk of anti- 
social behaviour 
The young people will be involved in the preparation and development of the bid 
The project will concentrate on helping young people in the MotherwellMlishaw area 
which demonstrates the highest incidences of youth offending 
The bid will be developed over a two month period and submitted towards the end of 
April 2006 

Corporate Considerations 

At this stage there are no immediate financial considerations for the Council other than the 
need to commit existing staff time to the development of the bid. 

In the period up to the end of April 2006, the Council’s External Funding Team, in 
consultation with the relevant Council Departments, the young people themselves and any 
relevant community-based organisations will work up a more developed project brief which 
will include a more detailed breakdown of costs. Once these costs are known, a further 
report will be brought to Committee to seek approval to proceed with the application 
process. However, it is anticipated that the Young People’s Fund will meet the majority of 
the project costs so that there should be no significant additional financial contribution 
required from the Council. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee:- 

* note the content of the report; 

0 agree to further development of the Young People’s Fund submission and 

0 note the intention to report to the May Committee, once more detailed project costs are 
known, to request final approval to continue with the application process. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT February 2006 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Kirsten Sams, 
Policy & Economic Development Service at TelOl236 616214 


