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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the report is to inform members of a new Lottery programme “Parks for 
People” and to seek approval to commence work on a possible submission to the Fund. 

Background 

Parks for People is a three-year joint initiative between Heritage Lottery Fund and the Big 
Lottery Fund to help with the restoration and regeneration of public parks and gardens, 
including squares, walks and promenades. The new programme will award grants of 
between f250,000 and f5m. Project planning grants of up to f50,000 are also available. It 
is anticipated that most of the applications under this Fund will come from local authorities, 
applications from other not-for-profit organisations that own public parks will also be 
accepted. 

Organisations can apply to Parks for People if: 

+ The project is concerned with a public park 
+ The applicant is a not-for-profit organisation 
+ The project requires a grant of between f250,000 and f5m 

Applicants will also be required to show that: 

+ The community values the park as part of its heritage 
+ The park meets local social, economic and environmental needs; and 
+ The park actively involves local people 

The closing dates for applications are 30 March and 30 September in each year of the 
programme’s operation. Applicants are required to raise at least 25% of project costs from 
other sources, either as cash or non-cash contributions. At least 5% of the project’s costs 
should be cash from the Council’s own resources 

Any projects submitted to the fund will be expected to meet all five of the anticipated 
outcomes. These are: 

+ Increasing the range of audiences 
+ Conserving and improving the heritage value 
+ Increasing the range of volunteers involved 
+ Improving skills and knowledge through training 
+ Improving management and maintenance 



3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

5. 

5.1 

North Lanarkshire Council Submission 

In the period since the announcement of the Fund, the External Funding Team has: 

Contacted key staff in Community Services and Planning and Environment 

0 Is in the process of identifying members for a project steering group and agreeing a 
date for a first meeting 

The Parks for People Steering Group will be made up of representatives from Chief 
Executive's Department, Community Services and Planning and Environment. 
Consideration will be given to identifying representatives of community organisations 
already active in supporting public parks in North Lanarkshire who may wish to participate 
in a submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

While the Steering Group has not yet met, it is anticipated that the Council will wish to 
make a strategic submission to this Fund, which encompasses a number of parks in the 
North Lanarkshire area. It is likely that the Council will apply for a f50,000 development 
grant to enable it to work up a submission to the September 2006 deadline. It is intended to 
submit this bid as soon as possible, and preferable by the end of March 2006. 

Corporate Considerations 

At this stage there are no immediate financial considerations for the Council other than the 
need to commit existing staff time to the development of the bid. 

Should the bid for Development Funding prove successful, the Council's External Funding 
Team, in consultation with the relevant Council Departments and any relevant community- 
based organisations will work up a more developed project brief which will include a more 
detailed breakdown of costs. Once these costs are known, a further report will be brought 
to Committee to seek approval to proceed with the application process. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee:- 

* note the content of the report; 

agree to the submission of a bid for a project planning grant before the end of March 
2006 to enable the Council Steering Group to progress an application to the Fund 

note the intention to report to a subsequent Committee, once more detailed project 
costs are known, to request final approval to continue with the application process. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 14 March 2006 
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