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Date: 14 March 2006 

Purpose of Report 

Ref: PI/EPT/04/05/01 /LN 

To inform Committee of the development of an environmental improvements programme at the 
Forth and Clyde Canal. 

Background 

The Canal has been the subject of major investment and the focus for wider area regeneration 
within the Kelvin Valley. The newly re-opened Forth and Clyde Canal was the main driver for 
the development of the Kelvin Valley Action Plan, which established a framework for area 
regeneration. This Framework identified the need to further develop Auchinstarry and enhance 
the canal environment. 

The Forth and Clyde Canal crosses North Lanarkshire between Auchinstarry and Wyndford and 
offers many social, economic and environmental opportunities for its local communities and 
user groups. The section of the Canal that runs through North Lanarkshire is relatively short 
and is located within the Green Belt. It is an attractive section of Canal and provides its users 
with the benefits of a rural setting. 

North Lanarkshire Council (NLC), Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire (SEL) and British Waterways 
(BW) are leading partners in the regeneration of the Forth and Clyde Canal and its surrounding 
area. The Partners are seeking to maximise the benefits that the significant public sector 
investment in the Forth and Clyde Canal can bring to North Lanarkshire. 

Context 

Auchinstarry has become a popular stopping point for Canal users and BW have made 
significant investment by developing an attractive marina. The marina has been extremely 
successful and is now expanding with the development of a pubkestaurant and accommodation 
block. 

Reinforcing Auchinstarry, are three other areas of interest along the Canal; Craigmarloch, 
Kelvinhead and Wyndford. These areas are small in comparison to Auchinstarry however, 
would benefit from appropriate environmental improvements to enhance the experience for 
Canal users. 

There are a number of valuable assets and attractions in the Kelvin Valley that would benefit 
from a single interpretation and signage scheme, leading to and from the Canal. This would not 
only include the Canal but the Antonine Wall (potential World Heritage Site), historic Kilsyth, 
substantial access routes, the Carron Valley and local nature reserves. 

With the growing interest in Auchinstarry Marina and Canal related recreation, it is considered 
important that the identity of the Canal is enhanced and the importance of this recreation and 
landscape asset is fully realised. 



4. Environmental Improvement Programme 

4.1 The Partners are looking to increase the use and attractiveness of the North Lanarkshire 
section of the Forth and Clyde Canal. The project will be delivered in two phases. During phase 
one, consultants will be appointed to undertake the design and prepare costs for the 
Environment Improvement Programme. The second phase will comprise the installation of 3 
related elements: 

development of an overarching image for the Canal and its nodes of interest; 
installation of an interpretation and signage scheme and gateway to promote the Canal and 
Kelvin Valley; and 
implementation of environmental enhancement projects at sites along the Canal. 

4.2 It is anticipated that the implementation of the Programme will cost in the region of f140,OOO. 
The detailed costs will be reported to Committee and permission sought to move to phase two, 
implementation. 

4.3 The Improvement Programme offers a significant opportunity to provide the Forth and Clyde 
Canal with high quality image and contribute positively to the wider area. 

4.4 The following experienced consultants will be invited to design the Programme: 

0 City Design Co-operative Ltd 
0 Craigneish Design 
0 Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects 
0 CD Environmental Design 
0 Urban Design Futures Ltd. 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The Improvement Programme will contribute to realising the Council's aim to make its 
communities more attractive and accessible - one of the priorities contained in the Stimulating 
Business & Economy and Housing and Environment themes of the Corporate Plan. 

5.2 The fees for the design of the environmental programme will be covered in the Department's 
Capital Programme for the year 2006107 under the heading of Environmental Regeneration. 
Finance Department staff have been advised of the anticipated level of fees associated with the 
design element of the project. 

5.3 By carrying out the project in 2 distinct phases there will be further scope to explore in greater 
detail partner contributions and external funding opportunities, as part of the development of the 
programme. 

6. Sustainable Development Implications 

6.1 The Programme will significantly improve the appearance, vitality and accessibility of 
Auchinstarry Marina and the Forth and Clyde Canal within the Kelvin Valley. Implementing the 
Programme will fulfil a number of criteria contained within the Sustainability Checklist. This 
includes encouraging investment by improving links to and raising awareness of a major visitor 
attraction, ensuring a healthy environment by encouraging safe walking and improving the 
attractiveness and use of the Canal. It will enhance the sense of Community by establishing a 
sense of identity and place for the Canal and Kelvin Valley. 



7. Recommendations 
7.1 It is recommended that the Committee note the development of an environmental enhancement 

programme. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lyndsay Noble, 01236 616 242. 


