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Background 

The Clyde Valley Community Planning Partnership, chaired by Glasgow City Council, is 
responsible for managing the Cities Growth Fund for the Glasgow metropolitan area 
(comprising the eight council areas covered by the Structure Plan). The other members 
of the Partnership, apart from the Councils, include Scottish Enterprise, Strathclyde 
Passenger Transport, Job Centre Plus, Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, along with 
representatives from Police, Fire and Greater Glasgow Health Board. The Minister for 
Finance, Tom McCabe MSP, has also attended the last three six-monthly meetings of the 
Partnership. 

This report is intended to bring members of the Committee up to date on the last meeting 
of the Partnership held on 6 March 2006. 

Matters considered by CVCPP 

Visit Scotland 
The Partnership heard a presentation by David Noble, Director of Network Operations at 
Visit Scotland. 

Cities Growth Fund 
Reports were submitted on the expenditure on the first round of funding 2003-06 which 
amounted to f40.1 million and on the next round for 2006-08 of f36.435 million. The first 
round has been spent predominantly within the Glasgow boundary on major projects such 
as Glasgow Waterfront and the Kelvingrove/Glasgow Harbour transport project. North 
Lanarkshire Council obtained E 0.9 million from the Schools Vocational Training 
Programme and f80,000 for green waste treatment. Work was also done on upgrading of 
the road from Easterhouse to Gartcosh, although no funding was spent within North 
Lanarkshire. 

North Lanarkshire will do better from the next funding round with the f0.9 million 
contribution to the Ravenscraig link road, fO.l million for Motherwell Station and f0.2 
million for Summerlee, along with continued funding for the Vocational Training 
Programme. Once again however the bulk of the fund will be spent within Glasgow, with 
only around f7 million going directly to projects outside the city boundary. At the meeting 
the Council Leader expressed concern at the transparency around the funding decisions 
and was assured that fuller consultation and participation would be a feature of future 
funding bids, 
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European Issues 
A report was submitted on the changes in European Structural Funds 2007-13. The 
changes look likely to reduce the Scottish share by 50% and to shift the emphasis away 
from capital works such as infrastructure, site servicing, business centres and public 
realm environmental improvement. New delivery mechanisms are also likely to be 
considered as an alternative to Strathclyde European Partnership, with a probable loss of 
emphasis on the needs of the west of Scotland. The "co-financing" option favoured by 
the Scottish Executive would lead to increased centralisation of the distribution and 
management of the funds by government agencies such as Scottish Enterprise and 
Communities Scotland. The Partnership agreed to advise the Executive of its concern at 
these changes and has asked officers to prepare a proposal for the Partnership to take 
over management responsibility in the event that the Executive formerly proposes the 
adoption of the co-financing option. 

A report was also approved on the short-term appointment of a representative to be 
based in Brussels to pursue the interests of the Partnership (and also the Glasgow- 
Edinburgh collaboration project). This appointment will be funded initially by the City 
Council, the Cities Growth Fund and the Regional Transport Partnership. Concern was 
expressed by several representatives that these arrangements should serve the entire 
Partnership area and should also work together with CoSLA's efforts. 

Key Regenerator Projects 
The Partnership receives, at each meeting, a report on key projects including River Clyde 
Regeneration, Clyde Gateway, Ravenscraig, the Forth and Clyde Canal Corridor, city and 
town centres and strategic business sites. 

Commonwealth Games Bid 
Glasgow is to make a bid for the 2014 Commonwealth Games and seeks the support of 
the Partnership. 

Development of Glasgow Airport 
Renfrewshire Council reported on the plans for upgrade of the airport, regarded as critical 
to the success of the area's economy. 

Strategic Issues 
Reports were noted on 
1) revising the original Metropolitan Glasgow City Vision report which was used as the 
basis for both rounds of funding bids. An updated version will be used for future bidding 
rounds and is expected to have greater involvement from other Councils. 
2) the Scottish Enterprise Metropolitan Region West Plan which sets out in broad terms 
the "themes" -- priority industrial sectors, transport and connectivity, labour market and 
skills, and place attractiveness -- which SE intend to use in planning its operations. 
3) a scenario planning tool which has been developed to assist in testing the 
effectiveness of plans in achieving a step change in the region's economic 
competitiveness. 

City Collaboration 
A report was noted on formal proposals for co-operation between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, with the need for other Council areas also to be included in these discussions 
also being noted. 

Derelict Land Strategy and Fund 
The current round of funding (2004-06) allocated f 10 million to Glasgow and f6 million to 
North Lanarkshire. The next round up to 2008 makes the same allocations plus f4.3 
million to South Lanarkshire for the Clyde Gateway. This funding has been of major 
benefit in North Lanarkshire and has been spent throughout the Council area, with major 
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projects at Ravenscraig, the former Boots site, Airdrie Business Centre, the Luggie Glen 
business park and affordable housing projects in Airdrie, Wishaw and Coatbridge. 

Strategic Green Network Partnership 
The Partnership agreed to the creation of an organisation to coordinate the delivery of 
improvements to green spaces throughout the year. These will consist of flagship 
projects, themed initiatives and community-based neighbourhood projects and will involve 
a large number of partners in addition to the Councils. 

2.10 

Big Lottery Living Landmarks 
This report informed the Partnership of the bids admitted by five of the eight partner 
Councils, including North Lanarkshire. Our proposal is for a "Watershed" regeneration 
project near Shotts in partnership with Scottish Coal, Scottish Enterprise, Central 
Scotland Forest Trust, the Forestry Commission, Scottish Natural Heritage, SEPA, 
landowners and the community. The project initiatives include the development of green 
fuel sources, an eco-business park, a green energy centre and a variety of cultural and 
educational initiatives. 

2.11 

3. Recommendation 

Copies of the Partnership papers have been placed in the members' library for 
information. The committee is asked to note this report. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(7 March 2006) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
David Porch, on 01236 616201. 

CVCPP-070306.doc 


