
ECONOMIC REGENERATION - 14 March 2006 

Motherwell, 14 March 2006 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Maginnis, Convener; Councillor Curran, Vice-Convener; Councillors Brooks, Burrows, Gormill, 
Gray, Griffin, Hogg, Homer, Logue, McElroy, Murray, Pentland and Valentine. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Maginnis (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager, Director of Planning and Environment, Head of Policy and Economic 
Development, Head of Planning and Development, Economic Development Manager, Senior Corporate 
Communications Officer and Senior Accountant. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Curley, Donnelly and McCabe. 

LANARKSHIRE SOCIAL ECONOMY UPDATE 

1. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 August 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) providing an update on the development of two initiatives aimed at promoting the 
social economy in North Lanarkshire; (2) outlining the nature and structure of the initiatives; (3) 
informing that the three core partners in these projects would be Community Recycling Network 
(Scotland), North Lanarkshire Council and Forth Sector and summarising the partners’ roles; (4) 
detailing the outputhesults the project aimed to produce within North Lanarkshire over a two year 
period; (5) intimating that consultants had previously been commissioned to undertake research on 
the contribution of social economy and public procurement in North Lanarkshire; (6) detailing the 
funding proposals and seeking approval to allocate funding of f 10,000 towards the total project costs, 
and (7) containing his observations and considerations thereon. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the allocation of f10,000 towards the total project costs be approved; 

that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee detailing the outcome 
of the EKOS research on the role of social economy and public procurement, and 

(4) that the report be referred to the Housing and Technical Services Committee for information. 

SCOTTISH LOCAL AUTHORITY EXTERNAL FUNDING OFFICERS GROUP 

2. There was submitted a report dated 10 February 2006 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) advising of the role and ongoing work undertaken by the Scottish Local Authority External Funding 
Officers Group (SLOG) in liaising with lottery distributors operating in Scotland; (2) seeking approval 
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to become Members of SLOG; (3) intimating that the Council had been invited to host the next SLOG 
meeting to be held in March 2006, and (4) informing that ongoing participation in the organisation 
should provide significant benefits to the Council and help to meet a corporate priority in attracting 
funding from external sources. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that North Lanarkshire Council formally register as a member of the Scottish Local Authority 
External Funding Officers Group (SLOG); 

that it be agreed that the Council host the next SLOG meeting and continue to attend future 
network meetings, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

WELFARE BENEFIT REFORM 

3. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) outlining the main proposals contained within the Government's Green Paper - A 
New Deal for Welfare, Empowering People to Work; (2) detailing the background to the report; (3) 
summarising the government's intention to introduce a new employment and support allowance in 
2008; (4) advising (a) that the Scottish Executive had introduced ten closing the opportunity gap 
targets in July 2004 to enhance their commitment to tackling poverty and disadvantage; (b) that the 
first of the targets, entitled Target A, focussed on reducing the number of people dependent on 
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) Benefits by 2007 and 2010, and (c) that the DWP study 
would be used to monitor North Lanarkshire's success in meeting this target; (5) intimating that the 
Policy and Economic Development Service had developed a range of employability projects and 
services aimed at supporting those in receipt of benefit who wished to return to work and make the 
transition from welfare to work, and (6) attaching as an Appendix to the report, the Council's response 
to the Government's Green Paper. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Council's response to the Government Green Paper be approved; 

(2) that the matter be remitted to the Housing and Technical Services and Social Work 
Committees for information, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

CONSTRUCTION SKILLS WORKING GROUP - PROGRESS REPORT 

4. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 15 March 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of progress on the construction skills projects with particular reference to the 
recruitment of apprentices within the Council's PPP Companies; (2) outlining the background to the 
report; (3) summarising the progress made to date; (4) detailing the funding arrangements for the 
construction skills initiative; (5) outlining proposals for the future development for the project , and (6) 
informing that the projects detailed in the report had been developed following a comprehensive 
review of issues facing the Lanarkshire Construction Sector. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the efforts being made to work with Lanarkshire Construction Sector and other Partners 
to widen employment opportunities for residents of North Lanarkshire be supported; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the progress being made by PPP companies and other term contractors in Construction 
Lanarkshire Initiatives and the further development work being undertaken be noted; 

that further progress reports on Construction Lanarkshire be submitted to a future meeting of 
this Committee, and 

(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

5. 

c 
There was submitted a report dated 9 February 2006 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
providing an update on the development of New Business Development measures which would assist 
Small to Medium Enterprises within North Lanarkshire to benefit from Public Sector Procurement; (2) 
seeking approval for the implementation and delivery of a supplier development programme on a 
partnership basis; (3) intimating that the Programme would be delivered in partnership with Glasgow 
City Council, South Lanarkshire Council and East Renfrewshire Council; (4) summarising the overall 
objectives of the Programme and the proposed activities; (5) advising that a number of training 
interventions would be funded through the Lanarkshire Skills Training Programme and would be 
matched by company contributions, and (6) proposing that North Lanarkshire Council contribute 
f10,000 per annum for the first two years of the Programme from the Business Projects Fund. 

Decided: 

(1) that the implementation of a suppliers development programme and the related expenditure 
be approved, and 

(2) that further reports be submitted to future meetings of this Sub-Committee. 

EXTERNAL FUNDING UPDATE 

6. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 17 January 
2006, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 February 2006 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising Members of the progress of (a) all applications for external funding 
submitted in the period since January 2006; (b) planned applications it was intended to submit to meet 
forthcoming external funding deadlines, and (c) activities undertaken and planned by the Council's 
External Funding Team; (2) informing that one application for external funding, amounting to 
f22,170,000 had been submitted since 17 January 2006; (3) indicating that f3,560,897 of external 
funding had been secured in the current financial year contributing to projects with a total cost of 
f4,614,327, and (4) detailing in Appendices to the report (a) applications submitted in previous 
funding rounds, and (b) projects currently being developed for forthcoming funding rounds. 

Arising from discussion, thereon, it was agreed that a coherent review of the Council's performance in 
attracting external funding be undertaken and that the matter be referred to the Service Delivery and 
Performance Scrutiny Panel for attention. 

Decided: 

(1) that the submission of the projects detailed in the report be noted; 
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(2) that the status of projects awaiting decision and those being developed for future funding 
applications be noted, and 

(3) that the need for a coherent review of the Council's performance in attracting external funding 
be undertaken and the matter be referred to the Service Delivery and Performance Scrutiny 
Panel for attention. 

Councillor Curran by reason of being a Director of Routes to Work Limited, declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in the following item of business and took no part in the consideration of the matter. 

WORKING FOR FAMILIES FUND - UNDERSPEND AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A SERVICE 
CENTRE DELIVERY 

7. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30August 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment ( I )  providing details of expenditure by the Working for Families Fund for the period 
2004-2006; (2) detailing proposed activity for the period 200612008; (3) outlining the background to 
the report; (4) advising (a) that actual spend for the project for 2004/05 amounted to f442,760, with an 
underspend of f 1,057,240; (b) that projected spend for 2005/2006 would be f 1,344,515, and (c) that 
the overall projected spend for 2004106 was f 1,787,275, with an overall projected underspend for the 
period 2004/06 of f 1,212,275; (5) outlining the reasons identified for the underspend; (6) proposing to 
allocate f200,OOO to meet corporate aspects of managing the fund; (7) summarising the 
achievements of the Working for Families Fund to date; (8) proposing that a service centre be 
established in Coatbridge as a key initiative for the delivery of the Working for Families Fund in North 
Lanarkshire, and (9) detailing in an Appendix to the report, an outline of projects proposed to be 
supported in the period 2006/08. 

Decided: 

(1) that the overall projected underspend of f1,012,275 in the Working for Families Fund, be 
carried over to the period 2006/2008 be noted; 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

that f200,OOO be allocated to meet corporate aspects of managing the fund; 

that the establishment of a Service Centre in Coatbridge for the delivery of the Working for 
Families Fund initiative be approved, and 

that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee detailing (a) progress 
on the operation of the Working for Families Fund, and (b) operation of the Service Centre in 
Coatbridge. 

STATE AIDS AND STRUCTURAL FUNDS - UPDATE 

8. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30August 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of recent developments in relation to changes in E.U. Structural Funds and 
state aid regimes and their implications for the Council; (2) indicating that the Scottish Executive had 
recently held a series of consultation events on how structural funds should be targeted in Scotland 
for the period 2007/2013, it being noted that following the finalisation of the E.U. budget this funding 
would fall by at least 50%; (3) outlining the three priority target areas for funding identified by the 
Scottish Executive, and (4) further advising of the importance of North Lanarkshire continuing to 
receive assistance both from Structural Funds and other state aid regimes. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the preparation of a detailed economic and social case for continued state aid and 
structural fund intervention in the North Lanarkshire area be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

YOUNG PEOPLES FUND 

9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) informing of a new lottery programme entitled the “Young Peoples Fund” which 
sought to support young people’s promotion of local projects; wider social inclusion and new ideas; (2) 
intimating that the Young Peoples Fund amounted to f20,000,000; (3) outlining the application 
process to the Scheme, and (4) seeking approval to commence work on a possible submission to the 
Fund. 

Decided: 

(1) that the further development of a submission to the Young Peoples Fund be approved; 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee on progress in the 
preparation of a submission, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PARKS FOR PEOPLE 

10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of a new lottery programme entitled “Parks for People”; (2) indicating that 
the programme would award grants between f250,OOO and f5,000,000 for the restoration and 
regeneration of public parks and gardens; (3) providing details of the application process; (4) 
informing that the closing dates for applications to the programme were 30 March and 30 September 
in each year of the programme’s operation; (5) intimating that at least 25% of any project costs would 
require to be raised from other sources, with at least 5% of the project‘s costs being met by the 
Council; (6) indicating that any applications for funding would be required to meet certain outcomes, 
and (7) seeking approval to submit a bid for a project planning grant before March 2006 to assist in 
the preparation of a bid to the programme. 

Decided: 

(1) that the submission of a bid for a project planning grant before the end of March 2006 to 
assist in the preparation of a bid to the programme be approved; 

(2) that a report be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee detailing project costs and 
seeking further approval to continue with the application process, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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Councillor Curran by reason of being a Director of Routes to Work Limited, declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in the following item of business and took no part in the consideration of the matter. 

UPDATE OF TRAINING ASSISTANCE GRANT (TAG) SCHEME 

11. There was submitted a report dated 9 February 2006 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
updating the Committee on the operation of the Training Assistance Grant (TAG) Scheme for the 
period April 2005 to January 2006; (2) outlining the background to the report; (3) providing details of 
applications received and considered during the period from April 2005 to January 2006, and (4) 
seeking approval to authorise Routes to Work Limited to administer the Scheme from 1 April 2006. 

Decided: 

(1) that the progress made to date in delivering the Training Assistance Grant Scheme be noted, 
and 

(2) that it be agreed that Routes to Work Limited in future deliver the (TAG) Scheme to 
unemployed residents in North Lanarkshire. 

POLICY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - APPROVAL OF CONSULTANTS 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated February 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of action taken to establish an approved list of consultants for the Policy and 
Economic Development service; (2) outlining the background to the report; (3) intimating (a) that 99 
completed applications were received from consultants who wished to be considered for research and 
consultancy support in relation to the work of the service, and (b) that 80 applications had been 
accepted and 19 rejected; (4) detailing in the Appendix to the report the proposed approved list of 
consultants, and (5) seeking approval for the list. 

Decided: 

(1) that the establishment of an approved list of consultants for the Policy and Economic 
Development Service be approved; 

(2) that the inclusion of the approved list of consultants as detailed in the Appendix to the report 
be approved, and 

(3) that the current approved list be reviewed at six monthly intervals and every two years 
thereafter 

KILSYTH TOWN CENTRE - PHASE 2 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 

13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 February 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) informing of the outcome of the tendering process for Phase 2 of the Environmental 
Improvement Works within Kilsyth Town Centre, and (2) advising that the Director of Administration 
following consultation with the Convener, had accepted the lowest offer, being that received from 
McKenzie Construction Limited in the sum of f238,866.54. 

Decided: 

(1) that the action taken by the Director of Administration, following consultation with the 
Convener, in accepting the offer by McKenzie Construction Limited in the sum of f238,866.54 
for Phase 2 of the Environmental Improvement Works within Kilsyth Town Centre be noted, 
and 

that the report be referred to the North Area Committee for information. (2) 
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COMMUNITY REGENERATION FUNDEMALL COMMUNITIES FUND - CUMBRAE CRESCENT, 
COATBRIDGE 

14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 February 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) informing of the outcome of the tendering process for landscaping works at Cumbrae 
Crescent, Sikeside, Coatbridge, and (2) advising that the Director of Administration, following 
consultation with the Convener, had accepted the lowest offer, being that received from Stewart 
Landscapes Limited in the sum of f75327.28. 

Decided: 

(1) that the action taken by the Director of Administration, following consultation with the 
Convener, in accepting the offer by Stewart Landscapes Limited in the sum of f75,327.28 for 
landscaping works at Cumbrae Crescent, Sikeside, Coatbridge be noted, and 

(2) that the report be referred to the Coatbridge Area Committee for information. 

LIGHTING STRATEGY - PILOT PROJECTS 

15. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 August 2005, 
there was submitted a report dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
seeking approval to invite tenders for the appointment of a contractor to implement two pilot lighting 
projects at key sites in North Lanarkshire; (2) outlining the background to the development of a 
lighting strategy for North Lanarkshire; (3) intimating that Cardinal Newman High School, Bellshill and 
Kilsyth Academy, Kilsyth had been identified as suitable locations for the pilot lighting projects; (4) 
detailing a list of consultants who had been assessed as suitable candidates and to be invited to 
tender for the installation of these lighting projects, and (5) advising that the funding for the project 
was contained in the Town CentredLighting Strategy Enhancements Budget of the Department's 
Capital Programme for 2006/07. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the implementation of two pilot lighting projects at Cardinal Newman High School, 
Bellshill and Kilsyth Academy, Kilsyth be approved; 

that it be noted that following receipt of tenders a consultant would be appointed from the list, 
and 

(3) that the report be referred to the Education Committee for information. 

FORTH AND CLYDE CANAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 

16. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the development of an Environmental Improvement Programme at the 
Forth and Clyde Canal; (2) outlining the background to the major investment works carried out at the 
Forth and Clyde Canal and the focus for wider area regeneration within the Kelvin Valley; (3) 
intimating that North Lanarkshire Council, Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire and British Waterways 
were leading partners in the regeneration of the Forth and Clyde Canal and its surrounding areas and 
were seeking to maximise the benefits which significant public sector investment could bring to North 
Lanarkshire; (4) summarising the work undertaken and the advantage which could be achieved from 
appropriate environmental improvements to enhance the experience for canal users; (5) providing 
details of an environmental improvement programme for the area; (6) intimating (a) that the 
implementation of the programme would cost in the region of f140,000, and (b) that detailed costs 
and authority to proceed to implementation of phase 2 of the project would be sought from a future 
meeting of the Committee, and (7) advising that the funding for the design element of the programme 
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was contained within the Environmental Regeneration Budget of the Department's Capital 
Programme for the year 2006/07. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANTS FOR EQUAL ACCESS PARTNERSHIP EVALUATION 

17. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated February 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) providing details of tenders received in respect of appointing a contractor to 
undertake the formative evaluation of the nine Equal Access projects, and (2) recommending that the 
most economically advantageous offer, being that received from Rocket Science in the sum of 
€69,225, for undertaking the evaluation be accepted. 

Decided: that the Director of Administration be authorised to accept the tender submitted by 
Rocket Science for undertaking the formative evaluation of the nine Equal Access 
projects in the sum of €69,225. 

CLYDE VALLEY COMMUNITY PLANNING PARTNERSHIP 

18. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) providing an update on the progress of the Clyde Valley Community Planning 
Partnership following a meeting of the Partnership held on 6 March 2006; (2) summarising issues 
considered at the meeting; (3) containing his observations and considerations thereon, and (4) 
intimating that copies of the Partnership papers had been placed in the Members' Library for 
information. 

Arising from discussion thereon, it was agreed that the Director of Planning and Environment submit a 
report to a future meeting of the Committee on work being undertaken in providing a link from 
Coatbridge and Glenboig to the Strathkelvin Walkway network. 

Decided: 

(1) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee on the work being 
undertaken to provide a link from Coatbridge and Glenboig to the Strathkelvin Walkway 
network, and 

(2) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

STRATEGY AND POLICY IMPLEMENTATION SCRUTINY PANEL - REVIEW REPORT ON THE 
CORPORATE PLAN BUSINESS AND THE ECONOMY THEME 

19. With reference to paragraph 38 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 7 February 2006, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 January 2006 by the 
Chief Executive advising of the conclusions of the Scrutiny Panel - Strategy and Policy 
Implementation in respect of its review of the Corporate Plan Business and the Economy Theme, as 
detailed in the report and action plan attached, respectively as Appendices 1 and 2 to the report, and 
which had been remitted to this Committee for information. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted 
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CONFERENCES 

20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 March 2006 by the Director of Administration 
advising that seven invitations had been received in respect of attendance at conferences, and 
seeking that consideration be given to the invitations. 

Decided: 

(1) that attendance at the undernoted conference be homologated:- 

Conference 

Celtic Conference 

and. 

Venue Date Attendance 

Ireland 14-1 6 February Two Members 
2006 

(2) that otherwise no attendance be authorised. 
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