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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the Planning & Environment 
Department’s involvement in the UnterFranconea Show 2006 (UFRA), and to seek 
approval of the attendance of Elected Members at the event. The show takes place from 
30 September to 8 October 2006. 

Introduction 

The UnterFranconea show is a biennial event which takes place in Schweinfurt, Bavaria. It 
is a large-scale consumer exhibition involving each of Schweinfurt’s twin towns who take 
exhibition space at the event (North Lanarkshire, Seinajoki in Finland and Chateaudun in 
France) . 

Earlier this year an invitation to participate in the event was received by the Schweinfurt 
Twinning Association who are seeking financial assistance to attend the event. This 
request has been put fonvard for consideration by the General Purposes Committee. As 
in previous years, the Twinning Association will organise the stand at UFRA, alongside 
those of the other twin towns. 

The UFRA show is a prestigious consumer show, which attracts over 80,000 visitors to 
Schweinfurt from across Bavaria, with approximately 350 exhibitors. North Lanarkshire 
Council is afforded priority space within the main exhibition hall in which to promote 
twinning links between the two areas. North Lanarkshire Council has used this space to 
promote tourism, trade links and to showcase locally produced food and drinks products or 
other local merchandise. 

Support for the Event 

The merchandise for the exhibition along with exhibition display material and promotional 
material is being sourced and part financed by the Policy and Economic Development 
Service of the Planning & Environment Department, and will be dispatched to Schweinfurt. 
In addition, f3,500 of financial support to buy local goods for the exhibition stand and meet 
costs associated with attendance is sought 

The Director of Planning and Environment has received an invitation from the Economic 
Development Department of Stadt Schweinfurt requesting the attendance of a delegation 
from North Lanarkshire at this year’s exhibition to participate in the opening ceremony and 
to attend cultural events over the opening weekend of the exhibition. 
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3.3 The Elected Members representing the Council will be required to participate in media 
interviews, attend events and meetings with representatives of Stadt Schweinfurt, and their 
other twinning partners who will also be represented at the event, as well as organisations 
like the Chamber of Commerce of Schweinfurt. 

4. Conclusion 

The UFRA show is a long-standing twinning event that has contributed positively to 
developing further links between Schweinfurt and North Lanarkshire. The Council have 
had a long standing tradition of attending and supporting this event in Schweinfurt and it is, 
therefore, appropriate for Elected Member and officer representation at the event to 
continue the development of these valuable twinning links. Finance is available from 
Development Services’ Business Projects Fund. 

5. Recommendation 

5.1 Committee is asked to note the Council’s participation in UFRA 2006 and to approve: 

(i) 
(ii) 

the attendance of two Elected Members at this event, and 
financial contribution of up to a maximum of f3500, the supply of merchandise, and 
in kind support, as in previous years to the Schweinfurt Twinning Association 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact lsobel Long, Economic Development Officer, on 01 236 
61 6287. 
18th April 2006 
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