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Purpose of Report 

To inform the Committee that the Planning and Environment Department have been successful 
in securing substantial grant money from Historic Scotland's 'Historic Environment 
Regeneration Fund' for Kilsyth Town Centre. 

Context 

Historic Scotland's 'Historic Environment Regeneration Fund' provides financial assistance for 
heritage regeneration and conservation initiatives. The fund supports Local Authorities to 
establish a Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) or for support towards a heritage 
Lottery funded Townscape Heritage Initiative. The resources are targeted towards 
conservation areas where an economic, social and physical need can be demonstrated, where 
a commitment to regeneration and conservation has already been made and where the funding 
can add value to a wider package of public and private investment and action. 

The grant, provided on a 3-year rolling programme, offers resources to aid Local Authorities 
meeting the costs of a programme of repair work to the historic fabric. It also contributes to 
administration costs for qualified conservation staff and supplementary work to promote the 
conservation benefits of the repair programme. 

Kilsyth Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme 

The successful submission to Historic Scotland was based on a long-term CARS initiative that 
would guide investment and ensure maintenance and management takes place to secure the 
future of the historic environment within Kilsyth. It aimed to draw together a wide range of 
conservation led projects to create a sense of place, attract inward investment, sustain town 
centre employment and increase visitor numbers. 

This unique funding opportunity will allow the Council to work in partnership with the 
community, private sector and other public agencies, to deliver a conservation programme that 
focuses on a number of priority buildings and historic features, which require renovation and 
enhancement. 

The CARS will specifically address issues such as an inconsistent approach to conservation 
management, shop front improvements, vacant/derelict buildings and gap sites and maximising 
private sector investment. Priority partnership projects will include key properties including the 
'B' listed Whitehouse, adjacent derelict building, and the gap site within the Main Street. 

Equally important to the quality of the Kilsyth conservation area, is the restoration of historic 
features that define its character and establish its identity. There are many features, which are 
unique to the town such as the wynds, railings, bridges and features within Burngreen Park. 
Many require restoration and the CARS would enable a comprehensive improvement scheme 
to the fabric of these features, which are collectively important to the conservation area. 



4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 In securing the f325,OOO grant, Historic Scotland recognised the Council's previous f 1.2 million 
commitment to Kilsyth Town Centre and the current capital budget allocation of f350,000 under 
the Town Centre heading for Phase 2 of streetscape works in their assessment of the Council's 
grant application. 

4.2 A sum of f50,000 from the capital programme under the heading of Environmental 
Regeneration for 2006107 has been identified to contribute towards the Kilsyth CARS. 
Additional funding of f 100,000 has been awarded from the Council's External Funding Group to 
aid in the delivery of the CARS. 

4.3 The Council has the opportunity to work in partnership with the private sector over a 5-year 
period to maximise the funding. This partnership opportunity may also enable the Council to 
secure funding from other external sources such as the Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic 
Scotland's Repair Grant Scheme. 

5. Sustainable Development Implications 

5.1 The CARS will significantly improve the appearance, quality and vitality of Kilsyth Conservation 
Area. Implementing the CARS will fulfil a number of criteria contained within the Sustainability 
Checklist. This includes encouraging investment in the historic environment and raising 
awareness of a visitor attraction and ensuring a healthy environment by improving the 
attractiveness of the Town Centre's conservation area. It will enhance the sense of community 
by establishing partnerships and a sense of identity for Kilsyth. 

6. Recommendations 
6.1 It is recommended that the Committee note the grant award of f325,OOO from Historic Scotland 

and support and promote the Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme within Kilsyth. 
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