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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks authority to approach a restricted list of consultants to prepare detailed designs, 
contract documentation and manage the delivery of works in relation to environmental 
improvements on Bank Street, Coatbridge. 

Background 

In 2005, Land Use Consultants were appointed to prepare a Masterplan for the Bank Street 
Corridor which is the main western approach into Coatbridge Town Centre. The purpose of the 
Masterplan was to provide a basis for a series of urban design and physical regeneration 
solutions and to guide investment in the environment in the area to enhance its role as a key link 
into the town centre. 

The first phase of works, with a contract value of f35,000, was recently completed and involved 
activities such as cleaning stonework, repairs to the pedestrian bridge, painting and removal of 
trees and undergrowth. 

Phase 2 will deliver improvements along the length of the open space from Coatbridge Fountain 
to Blairhill Street bound by Bank Street to the south and West Canal Street to the north as 
illustrated on the attached location plan. 

The Masterplan provides for landscaping and public realm works along the existing green 
corridor. While the precise details are still to be worked up, highlights will include the removal of 
the existing water feature which is located between the two rail bridges. In its place a new civic 
space will be formed by the removal of overgrown trees and shrub planting and the regrading of 
the steep embankment to a create a usable south facing terraced slope. Curved seating ledges 
would be set into the embankment; these would be formed of stone and will be visible to ensure 
that they are a safe and attractive feature on the edge of the towncentre. This will be augmented 
by a linear water feature which will run the length of the corridor along the route of the former 
Monkland Canal. The water feature will run westwards and will be fed by water from the canal 
which is culverted below the surface. 

Improved links will also increase access for residents and visitors into the town centre and 
between Coatbridge’s other key attractions; the Time Capsule and Sumerlee Heritage Park. 
Lighting will be used both to improve the safety for pedestrians but also to emphasise key 
features along this gateway such as the footbridges, and the rail bridges and associated masonry 
walls. 



3.0 Proposal 

3.1 Detailed designs are now required in order to progress with the implementation of Phase 2 works. 
Consequently, an experienced consultant is required to prepare detailed designs, prepare cost 
estimates and manage the delivery of works to facilitate this work. 

3.2 In accordance with the Contract Standing Orders, the following consultants have been assessed 
as suitable candidates and competent to carry out this specialist contract and it is intended that 
the following consultants be invited to provide offers for this work. 

1) Atkins, 200 Broomielaw, Glasgow 
2) Dougall Baillie Associates, 3 Glenfield Road, East Kilbride 
3) Land Use Consultants, 37 Otago Street, Glasgow 
4) Mott Macdonald Ltd, 1 Atlantic Quay, Broomielaw, Glasgow 
5) The Paul Hogarth Company, 17 Viewforth Bank, Edinburgh 
6) Wardell Armstrong LLP, 153 Constitution Street, Edinburgh 

3.3 A progress report and detailed costs for phase two will be reported to Committee and permission 
sought to progress with the implementation of these works. 

4. Sustainability 

4.1 The implementation of the masterplan will improve the appearance, safety and accessibility of the 
Bank Street Corridor as a route into Coatbridge Town Centre. Implementing the environmental 
improvements will fulfil a number of criteria contained within the Sustainability Checklist. This 
includes encouraging investment by improving links into the town centre, and ensures a healthy 
environment by encouraging walking and improving the vitality and viability of the town centre. It 
will enhance the sense of Community under the Inclusive Society heading by establishing a 
sense of identity. 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 This project will contribute to realising the Council’s aim to make its Town Centres more attractive 
and accessible - one of the priorities contained in the Stimulating Business & Economy theme of 
the Corporate Plan. The cost for carrying out of the works and the fees will be met from the 
Planning & Environment Town Centres Capital budget. 

6. Recommend at io ns 

It is recommended that the committee agree: 

a) To issue the Brief for the design and delivery of the Bank Street Masterplan Phase 2 - Green 
Corridor Works Brief to the named consultants listed in paragraph 3.3 above. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
25 April 2006 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Carolyn Whitten, on 01236 616372. 




