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Subject: Airdrie Business Centre - Update 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is provide an update on the contract completion and subsequent 
operation of the Airdrie Business Centre. 

Background 

Airdrie Business Centre is a f5.2m new build 2500sqm facility (with training facilities), 
providing quality, serviced accommodation for a range of new and growing businesses. The 
first phase of the project saw the remediation of the contaminated town centre site that had 
become a haven for anti social behaviour and required significant investment to address 
environmental problems (the site was a former gasworks). Phase two has been the 
development of the building itself. 

The provision of a new business centre is one of a range of interventions for Airdrie town 
centre that forms the core an overall regeneration strategy for the area. Specifically the 
business centre project will: 

' 
Provide new training facilities 

9 

Provide a sustainable use for a contaminated, derelict land site 
Create new jobs and economic stimulus for the local Airdrie economy 

Encourage business start ups through the provision of new facilities 
Retain local businesses through the provision appropriate accommodation 
Create new business space in order to meet growth sector market demands 
Enhance pedestrian connection and access to the town centre. 

The Policy and Economic Service, with support from Property Services, led the 
development of the project. Officers from both Departments formed the Client Project 
Team. Now operational, the business centre is managed as part of the Council's 
commercial property portfolio 

Overview of Building Specification 

The business centre has been operational from August 2006 offering: 

38 rooms for rent, with 6 fully furnished 
Rooms sizes ranges are 17 sqm, 21 sqm, 34 sqm, 44 sqm, 72 sqrn, 134 sqm 
4 Meeting Rooms, 3 with full audio visual facilities 
All offices and meeting rooms are fully wired for digital phones and broadband 

1 Fully staffed reception during working hours, with '24,7'access 
Secure parking and modern security systems, including CCTV 
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3.2 The Centre is a good practice example of sustainable ‘green’ design principles: 

. The site was a former gasworks and required a high level of contamination to be 
addressed before building the new centre. The process included a range of innovative 
techniques to ensure that the most effective yet sustainable solutions were used. . The building design has achieved a good BREEAM rating. BREEAM (the Building 
Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method), is a nation-wide 
benchmark for assessing the environmental quality of buildings. . A natural ‘ green’ moss roof is a key feature of Airdrie Business Centre and promotes 
all year round energy efficiency. 

4. ’ Marketing 

4.1 A fully detailed marketing plan has been developed in conjunction with the Lanarkshire 
Branding and Communications Project. This will ensure that all marketing activity benefits 
from the impact of the wider strategic aims of the branding programme. 

The marketing plan includes a wide range of activities including targeted promotional 
campaigns, awareness raising events, creation of a web site and links into the wider local 
and regional commercial property network. 

4.2 To date five companies have located into the business centre, accounting for approximately 
20% of the available lettable space. A further three companies are currently in discussions 
with the Council regarding lease agreements. This can be considered an excellent return 
on the first months of operation and prior to the full marketing plan being implemented. 

4.3 A formal launch of the centre will take place on October 26th 2006. This is being used as an 
opportunity to show the completed building to the stakeholders involved in its development 
and also to promote the availability of office space to the market. 

5. Corporate Considerations and Sustainability Implications 

5.1 The development of the new business centre has supported positively the key corporate 
objectives of Business & Economy and Housing & Environment. In relation to sustainability 
the project has achieved a number of outcomes including: . Re-use of a contaminated land site . Innovative remediation techniques 

Building design and operation based on the principles of sustainable design . Incorporation of a Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SUDS) 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

1) Note that the centre is now operational following successful completion of the 
construction contract. 

2) Agree, in due course, to receive a final financial report upon completion of the building 
contract retention period. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Ewan Green at 
01236 618137 
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