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1. Purpose of Report 

1 .I This purpose of this report is twofold: 
a) to update Committee on the detailed development of the longer-term projects included 

in the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan since its approval in March 2005 and 
b) to seek approval from Committee to proceed with the development of the Wishaw 

Initiative, the details of which are outlined below. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan approved in May 2005, set out a long-term vision 
and strategic framework for economic and social regeneration as well as a range of traffic 
management and public realm proposals. Progress on the delivery of the Action Plan has 
been reported through the Local Area Committee / Partnership including the continued 
investment in environmental improvements, development of proposals for enhancing 
pedestrian areas, progressing traffic management projects and continued private sector 
investment in housing and retail. 

2.2 However it is considered that more needs to be done to co-ordinate resources and build 
effective partnerships so that investment can be planned and services delivered effectively 
to meet the specific needs of the Town and in doing so improve the quality of life of its 
residents. 

2.3 Building on the investment already delivered or being actively promoted, the foundation 
exists for a new approach to partnership working in Wishaw that is responsive to the needs 
of the community, which will implement projects and initiatives fundamental to sustained 
regeneration. 

3. Update on Projects Contained within Town Centre Action Plan 

3.1 As mentioned above, the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan was approved in March 2005. The 
following information is provided to update Committee on the progress on the various projects 
and initiatives contained therein :- 

0 Northern Bv-Pass Road (Extension to Kitchener Street) - A public consultation exercise 
for this project was held in Feb 2006 to raise issues that would allow the project to 
advance project to a detailed stage. In this respect, a design and contract management 
contract was awarded to WSP in late November 2006. A revised NID (Notice of 
Intention to Develop) will be submitted in February/March 2007 as a result of the first 
stage of this contract. The implementation of this project will be dependent upon 
Scottish Executive approval, but, if approved, it is anticipated that the development 
could take place during 2007/08 at a cost of approx. f 1.7 million. 



Continuation of Rear Service Court Initiative - Detailed plans have been prepared for 
Back Courts 2 and 3 and each phase now has both the required planning permissions 
and listed building consents. The legal process that is required by the Council prior to 
any CPO (Compulsory Purchase Order) application to the Scottish Executive to 
facilitate the implementation of this project is nearing completion. Upon implementation, 
this project will increase formal parking provision around the East Cross, and greatly 
enhance the physical environment of the rear court areas. Dependant upon the 
timescale determined by the Scottish Executive for the approval of the CPO, it is 
anticipated that the project will be delivered in 2007/08 at a total cost of approx. 
€500,000 

Hill Street - approval has been granted and work has begun on residential 
developments by Communities Scotland and the private sector. This street is an 
important link between Wishaw Station and the Main Street, and, upon development of 
the gap sites, amenity will be improved through additional lighting and signage. 

Wishaw Train Station - Park and Ride -this proposal is being dealt with in conjunction 
with the development of the former Goods Yard by Tesco for a new superstore. 
Planning permission was granted in Spring 2006, the necessary road orders processed 
and consultation with Scottish Natural Heritage undertaken during 2006. It is expected 
that construction of the new superstore will take place shortly, and this development 
incorporates a park and ride facility to the south of the railway station. As a result, the 
vacant site to the north of the railway station presents a viable development opportunity 
and will be investigated in partnership with Network Rail during 2007/2008 

Pedestrianisation of Main Street - there have been draft designs prepared for the full or 
partial pedestrianisation of the Main Street between East Cross and Kenilworth Avenue. 
The detailed design of the pedestrianisation has yet to be confirmed but it is recognised 
that public transport provision will be a key feature of the proposal. Further traffic 
calming measures will be introduced in the streets surrounding the town centre, and 
improvements will be required to Heathery Road roundabout in the medium-long term. 
The delivery of the works is dependant on approval for the northern by-pass but at 
present it would be hoped that a contract could begin in early 2008. 

Streetscape Works - Main Street - the opportunity exists to extend the streetscape 
works incorporated into pedestrianisation plans at the East end of Main Street into the 
whole of the Main Street. This would improve the appearance of the whole of the Main 
Street and enhance the position of both the core retail area, and the area of mixed uses 
within the Town Centre. This would follow on from the pedestrianisation works as 
outlined above. 

4. Wishaw Town Centre Regeneration Initiative 

4.1 Through the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan, the Council has committed to a range of 
large-scale infrastructure and public realm proposals in Wishaw. This investment in the 
physical environment is augmented through other initiatives such as the Town Centre 
Warden Scheme, enhanced maintenance of the physical fabric as well as CCTV. 

4.2 Furthermore the Council is working with a range of public and private sector partners to 
ensure future economic commitment through the introduction of business development 
grants, while the introduction of the Urban Regeneration Company will allow for increased 
economic intervention. 

4.3 As indicated above in the detail of the Action Plan progress, the Council is also currently 
engaging with a number of agencies to achieve the delivery of investment and development 
at key sites. Examples of sites which will be developed in partnership include Hill Street, 



The Market Site, the retail site at Glasgow Road (formerly Somerfields) and the former 
Tesco Site on Main Street. 

4.4 With the resources and financial commitments that the Council are putting towards the 
regeneration of Wishaw and the increased investment from the private sector it is 
considered there would be real benefits in establishing a ‘Wishaw Town Centre 
Regeneration Initiative’. This would provide a focus for investment but would also ensure 
that the priorities of the community of Wishaw are developed through high-level 
engagement. 

4.5 Furthermore this Wishaw Initiative would look to promote and market the investment and 
activity taking place in the town so that the image and attractiveness of the town is 
significantly improved for the benefit of residents and potential investors alike. 

4.6 The Initiative would therefore be a partnership of the community, private and public sectors, 
led by North Lanarkshire Council. It aims to exploit the positive aspects of the town as a 
focus for community and economic activity and in doing so: 

0 Improve employment prospects 
0 Support local enterprise 
0 Tackle crime and community safety 
0 Provide new and improved housing sites 
0 Enhancing leisure, health, shopping and other amenities 
0 Protecting and improving the environment 

4.7 Therefore it is suggested that the Director of Planning & Environment should enter into 
discussions with Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, the private sector and other agencies and 
groups active in Wishaw Town Centre to agree the scope, role and function of a Wishaw 
Town Centre Regeneration Initiative. The outcome of these discussions including financial 
implications would then be reported back to a future Economic Regeneration Committee. 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 This project will contribute towards the Council’s aim of regenerating town centres, one of the 
priorities in the Corporate Plan. At present there are no financial implications but the outcome of 
discussions with partner agencies may result in the need for a financial commitment from the 
Council. Such matters would require subsequent approval by Committee. 

6 Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that Committee approves: 

I .  that the Director of Planning & Environment should undertake consultation and 
discussion with key stakeholders to establish the scope and function of a Regeneration 
Initiative for Wishaw Town Centre 

2. that Director of Planning & Environment should report the outcome and resource 
implications to a future Economic Regeneration Committee 
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