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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to (I) provide an overview of activity to date and (2) to seek 
approval to undertake a series of activities to support the further development of this 
project. 

Background 

The area known as the former Target Tip Landfill, and the adjacent Brownsburn Park, are 
two areas that form a combined total 34 ha. community open space to the south of Airdrie. 
(Please refer to Appendix One). Neither area has befitted from any significant investment 
in infrastructure for a number of years, and both are affected by the legacy of the historic 
landfill operation on the Target Tip area. 

The processes and infrastructure that are currently in place to manage gas and 
contamination arising from the former landfill site is nearing the end of its effectiveness and 
requires to be replaced and updated. This includes a requirement to ensure that no 
contamination can migrate from the landfill site area to the Brownsburn Park (via potential 
leachate in the water stream of the Brownsburn). 

The Council has a legal requirement (under the Environmental Protection Act Part II A) to 
undertake remediation of the former landfill site. Given this position, it is proposed to 
address the problems of both areas together through a major regeneration project, that will 
result in an improved parkland and green space for the local communities of Craigneuk and 
Petersburn and South East Cairnhill and Gartlea. Crucially this investment will also 
establish a management plan to guide future investment in park based facilities. 

Project Overview 

The Councils’ appointed contaminated land specialists, Jacobs Engineering, have recently 
undertaken a detailed site investigation to establish the full extent of the issues that require 
to be addressed, and devise solutions that can be implemented to address these. 

In summary, the works required will include the introduction of passive gas venting 
trenches, a new capping layer to cover the landfill sit area and the introduction of a 
sustainable urban drainage system (SUDS), a reed bed system to mitigate against the 
leachate in the water stream of the Brownsburn. The works will also include improved 
landscaping and structured planting schemes to facilitate future investment in the park. 

Developing a wider regeneration project, that encompass both land areas, provides an 
opportunity to maximise the positive impact that the project will have for the local 
communities and wider Airdrie area including: 
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0 Environmental improvements that will create a landmark open space project for Airdrie 
Regeneration of a derelict land site into a community asset 

0 Decrease in derelict land 
0 Potential for an increase in outdoor recreational activities 

Supporting community safety activities and addressing anti social behaviour 

Project Development Actions 

In order to progress the project it is intended that the following actions are undertaken (with 
Jacobs Engineering providing specialist technical and project management support): 

. A full community consultation . 

. 
Prepare detailed designs and programme 
Submit applications for planning and related statutory consents 
Prepare all contract tender documentation 

Upon successful completion of the above a report will be brought to Committee seeking 
approval to tender the works contracts. 

Finance 

The project will be progressed over the financial years 2007-8 to 2009-10. A funding plan 
will be presented to Committee to ensure that adequate resources are available and 
identified within the Council’s capital plan. At present grants from the Scottish Executive 
totalling approximately f l .4m have been awarded and it is intended that this be supported 
by additional grant funding and the Council’s capital programme. 

Undertaking essential remediation works on the former landfill site is the key objective for 
this project and no funding gap exists for this. Should a shortfall exist in the final funding 
plan for the wider regeneration project there will be the opportunity to review the level of 
works proposed, to ensure that all elements of the project are undertaken through a phased 
approach. 

Corporate Considerations 

A client project team has been established, led by the Policy and Economic Development 
Service. The team includes representation from a wide range of Services including those 
with a regeneration, planning, environmental and community development focus. 

An Interactive Corporate Planning Session, facilitated by Jacobs Engineering, has been 
held to ensure full consideration of all issues that will arise from the planned development. 

Significant community consultation has already been carried out on future uses for wider 
park area and it is intended to undertake further community engagement throughout the 
development of the project. 

Sustainability Implications 

The proposed project will have significant positive sustainability impacts. It will ensure a 
decrease in the level of registered derelict and contaminated land in North Lanarkshire and 
create a vastly improved area of open green space for local residents. The innovative 
mitigation measures proposed as part of the project will include a sustainable urban 
drainage system (SUDS) supporting the enhancement of local ecology. 
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8 Recommendations 

8.1 It is recommended that Committee to : 

1) 
2) 
3) 

Note the contents of this report 
Approve the development actions outlined in Section 4 of this report. 
Prior to the award of any works contacts, agree to receive a further report detailing 
the funding plan for the project 

David Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please 
contact Mark Hughes, Project Development Officer on 01236 61 8063 
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