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Purpose of Report 

The aim of this report is to inform Committee of the approval of a new Assisted Area Map 
by the European Commission for the period 2007-201 3. 

Background 

Assisted Areas are those areas of Great Britain where regional aid may be granted under 
European Community law. Regional Aid in Scotland has been delivered through the 
Regional Selective Assistance scheme which has played an important role in attracting new 
business to deprived areas and supporting businesses to expand in these areas. Under 
the previous programme (2000-2006), most of North Lanarkshire was covered by assisted 
area status. 

The new European Commission guidelines on regional aid were adopted on 21“ December 
2005 and will apply for the period 2007-2013. The new guidelines aim for less and better 
targeted state aid. In the main the guidelines lower permitted limits on aid and reduce the 
proportion of the EU population that will be covered by assisted area status. Under the new 
European guidelines, the proportion of the UK population covered by the Assisted Areas 
will be 23.9% compared to 30.9% covered previously. 

The Assisted Areas consultation has being carried out in 2 stages. Stage 1 of the 
consultation was issued in February 2006 and sought views on the criteria that should be 
used by the UK Government to draw the new Assisted Areas map. The response to this 
consultation was reported to Committee in May. Following this stage, the UK government 
published a new draft assisted areas map for further consultation (Stage 2). Following 
responses to the draft assisted area map, the UK government issued its proposed map 
which was submitted to the European Commission for consideration in Dec. 

In late December 2006, the European Commission formally approved the new UK assisted 
area map, which will apply between 2007-2013. The Scottish Executive has announced 
some details of how the programmes will be applied in Scotland with further details 
expected in due course. 

The Approved Assisted Areas Map 

The assisted area map approved by the European Commission in December did not show 
any changes from the map previously proposed by the DTI and reported to committee in 
January 2007. The map shows some reduction in assisted area coverage in North 
Lanarkshire from the previous programme (2000-2006). However in a context of reducing 
coverage across the UK, the approved map is a positive outcome for North Lanarkshire. 
The proposed coverage is particularly positive when compared to neighbouring regions, 
which have had coverage severely reduced or withdrawn totally. 

North Lanarkshire now has 56 wards, which will be eligible for assistance, from a potential 
70. (Full list of eligible wards at Appendix 1). The DTI have allocated assisted area 
coverage using Census Area Statistic wards on the basis that this geographical unit 
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provides the most reliable data. Census Area Statistic Ward boundaries differ from 
electoral ward boundaries. A copy of the approved map for North Lanarkshire has been 
placed in the member’s library. 

Implications of proposed new map for North Lanarkshire 

While the approved assisted area map is a positive outcome for the area, North 
Lanarkshire Council had requested to have Balloch West, Blackwood East and 
Craigmarloch re-instated to the assisted area map before approval. Unfortunately this 
request has been rejected by the Scottish Executive on the basis that the area does not 
demonstrate sufficient need. 

Regional Aid in Scotland will continue to be delivered through the Regional Selective 
Assistance scheme for the period 2007-2013. RSA is aimed at encouraging investment and 
job creation mainly in the areas of Scotland designated for regional aid under European 
Community (EC) law. Businesses locating or expanding in areas within North Lanarkshire 
which have assisted area status will be able to apply for grant from this scheme. 

The Scottish Executive have also announced a new grant scheme which will offer some 
support to areas that are not covered by the new assisted areas map. This new scheme 
will offer RSA-type assistance to small to medium sized enterprises in these areas. While 
the scheme has not yet been formally launched, this is to welcomed as it will provide scope 
for partners to promote the SME sector in these areas, minimising the effect of not having 
assisted area status. 

Regional Selective Assistance can play a vital role in attracting new business into North 
Lanarkshire. Over the past 6 years, North Lanarkshire businesses have received over f 15 
million pounds in grant assistance under this scheme. With surrounding areas suffering 
significant reductions in assisted areas coverage, this has potential to offer North 
Lanarkshire significant competitive advantage both in terms of helping existing companies 
to grow and in attracting new inward investment. All the industrial sites that have been 
identified as key strategic sites will have assisted area status from 2007-2013. These sites 
are Eurocentral, Drumpellier Business Park, Gartcosh, Ravenscraig, Airdrie Business 
Centre and Strathclyde Business Park. 

The Lanarkshire Branding & Communication Project are now planning a series of activities 
that will raise awareness of North Lanarkshire’s assisted area coverage. This will form a 
key part of the drive to market the area more effectively to inward investors. North 
Lanarkshire Council intends to publicise the approved map in conjunction with the Scottish 
Executive to ensure that the extensive coverage allocated to North Lanarkshire is widely 
known and that North Lanarkshire is able to take full advantage of this coverage. 

Sustainability Implications 

The approved assisted areas map determines which areas in North Lanarkshire will be 
eligible for regional assistance between 2007-201 3 to invest in: 

0 Increasing employment opportunities for local people 
Encouraging investment in business premises/locations 

Corporate Considerations 

The approved assisted areas map complements the following corporate objectives: 

0 Stimulating Business and the Economy . Promoting social inclusion, . Encouraging Lifelong Learning 



8.0 Recommendation 

Committee is asked to note the contents of this report and the promotion of North 
Lanarkshire’s assisted area coverage. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Greig Robson at 01236 
618 053. 

6 March 2007 
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Appendix 1 - Eligible Census Area Statistic Wards in approved assisted area map. 

Academy 
Airdrie Central 
Ba;geddie and Langloan 
Be1 h aven 
Bellshill North 
Benhar 
Blairpark 
Calder Valley 
Calderbank 
Carbrain East 
Carbrain West and Greenfaulds 
Chapel hall 
Chryston and Auchinloch 
Clarkston 
C I e I a n d 
Coatbridge Central 
Coltness 
Condorrat Central 
Condorrat North and Westfield 
Craigneuk 
Craigneuk and Petersburn 
Dykehead 
Fallside 
Forgewood 
Garrion 
Hattonrig 
Holytown 
Kirkshaws 
Kirkwood 
Knowetop 
Moodiesburn East and Blackwood West 
Moodiesburn West and Gartcosh 
Mossend East and New Stevenston North 
Mossend West and Thorndean 
Muirhouse and Netherton 
New Stevenston and Carfin 
Newarthill 
North Cairnhill and Coatdyke 
North Central and Glenboig 
North Motherwell 
Old Monkland 
Orbiston 
Pather and Gowkthrapple 
Salsburgh 
Seafar and The Village 
Shawhead 
Sikeside and Carnbroe 
South East Cairnhill and Gartlea 
Stepps 
Stewarton 
Tannochside 
Townhead 
Viewpark 
Watsonville 
Westerwood, Carrickstone and Dullatur 
Whinhall 


