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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update members of the Local Area 
Partnership on progress with Community Safety in the locality and the joint 
work carried out in the priority area by the Local Community Safety Sub- 
Group over the last period incorporating 1'' December 2012 - 28th February 
201 3. 

Background 

The Joint Community Safety Report reflects the impact which the Local Area 
Team Community Safety Sub-groups are making in the area. 

ProposalslConsiderations 

Appendix I shows information and actions that have been considered by 
the local Community Safety Sub - Group for the period Is' December 2012 
- 28'h February 2013. This includes a 'hotspot' map highlighting crime and 
antisocial behaviour issues in the priority ward area. 

The report also includes statistical analysis of incidents in the defined area 
including trends and detection rates for the current period, the preceding 
three months and the same period last year. 

The Partner Action Plan for the area is also appended providing a summary 
of agreed actions taken by partners to address some of the issues 
identified. 

Promoting Positive Outcomes 

A meeting took place with Liber8 in February 2013 to build on improving 
relationships. As a result, training for Housing Advisors has been arranged, 
to commence in April 2013, with a view to promoting the service. 
Discussions also took place on the projects which Liber8 currently 
manage with particular reference to youth disorder in hotspot 
locations. 
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4.2 Housing Services have been attending Police Performance Meetings on a 
weekly basis since December 2012. This is to promote a better working 
relationship and a platform for information sharing. The information is used 
to assist with targeting resources efficiently and effectively. 

4.3 The Regeneration Manager has attended Tenant Led Inspections in the 
locality. This has been useful as it helped us determine the funding 
arrangements for our Estate Based Initiatives. 

4.4 A meeting took place in February 2013 with the newly formed Mossend 
West Residents Association in conjunction with Tenant Information Service. 
The priority for the Residents Association is around concerns of community 
safety and youth disorder primarily within the Sandy Park. 

4.5 Environmental works have been undertaken to clear overgrown areas within 
the Jewel Scheme. This has assisted our colleagues in Strathclyde Police 
as it reduces the number of hiding places within the scheme 

4.6 Members of the public frequenting Bellshill Town Centre are now benefited 
from a Bag Dipping Initiative organised between Strathclyde Police and 
Town Centre Activities Ltd. Bag dippings, (where someone has their 
purse/wallet stolen from a pocket or bag) normally peak after Christmas, to 
combat this during January and February, small cards where designed with 
key safety messages reminding people of measures they can take to keep 
their purses safe. These cards were made available in public cafes and 
libraries. In addition, crime patterns showed that the most vulnerable 
locations for this type of crime were charity and card shops. These 
premises often have smaller staff numbers and regularly lack CCTV. To 
assist, posters were designed for the doors of these shops advertising free 
purse bells which could be obtained within. Town Centre Activities Ltd then 
supplied 6,000 purse bells to these shops for passing to members of the 
public. 

4.7 The Bellshill Pathfinders Project began in January 2013 and saw 10 
youths from the Viewpark and Bellshill area engage with Strathclyde Police, 
Community Learning and Development and NLC Social Work for a variety 
of sessions over the period. The Project, funded through Lanarkshire 
Alcohol and Drugs Partnership, included inputs on Gender Violence, 
Alcohol & Drugs and No Knives Better Lives. The Pathfinder Project also 
benefitted from a session provided through NHS Lanarkshire which allowed 
the participants to watch the “Angel’s Share” movie, and specifically 
included attendance from the main actor, Paul Brannigan where he spoke in 
an open session with the youths on alcohol, drugs, knifes and other crimes. 

4.8 In March 2013 a local initiative was launched in the Jewel Scheme in 
Bellshill to establish an information unit for local residents. Strathclyde 
Police along with CL&D, Housing and Social Work, Routes to Work and 
NHS Lanarkshire provided the ability for people within that community to 
come along to this unit on their own doorstep to find out how to access the 
services already in existence and allow them to provide suggestions on how 
the partnership working could be improved. 
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4.9 A project called Respect has been running in partnership with the Police, 
CL&D and NLC Education at Fallside School. It involves the Police 
attending every Thursday morning and taking a group of pupils from the 
school to visit departments of the Police where they receive presentations 
on Choices, Knife Crime, Drugs and general Anti-Social behaviour. The 
project runs for 8 weeks and will be introduced next term at Newpark 
School. Both these schools take in young people throughout North 
Lanarkshire which in turn targets every area. Each of the young people 
receives a Dynamic Youth Award from the project which is based around 
“Building Better Communities” and there is usually an increased attendance 
due to the want to be involved in the project. 

4.10 Operation Bell was introduced by the Community Safety Department after 
concerns from the local community regarding youth issues at Bell Quadrant 
in Carfin. By conducting an area overview of the problem it was established 
that referrals had to be made to estates maintenance to deal with issues of 
vandalism and also involved the Anti-Social investigators to deal with any 
offenders directly. Police Officers along with Anti-Social investigators were 
deployed at the times of the complaints and young people were taken home 
and warned in the presence of their parents. There were also 32 letters 
sent out to parents of young people who were hanging around if they were 
involved in anti social behaviour. This eradicated the issues in the area 
concerned which proved to be a success in relation to all three areas of 
Victim/offender/location. The operation ran for 3 weeks on a Friday night 
and there were also further arrests and charges of people who had 
originally been dispersed from the Bell Quadrant area. 

4.11 During the reporting period NLP in partnership with Strathclyde Fire & 
Rescue (SFR) delivered the hugely successful Firereach programme. This 
is a 1 week intensive course concentrating on 4 key anti social behaviour 
issues: Hoax calls, Deliberate Fire Setting, Open Hydrants and Attacks on 
Firefighters. Secondary school that took part included Fallside School - 7 
boys attended and completed the course. 

4.12 As part of the Christmas Campaign SFR in partnership with the “One Stop 
Shop” delivered 10,000 Tri-Service leaflets, Police Fire 8, NHS. These 
leaflets were specifically targeted at our elder member’s of the community 
for the festive period and were handed out with the NLC Christmas Gift 
payment. 

4.13 Late February saw the most recent Blue Light Disco, many partner 
agencies and the volunteer sector were represented, SFR took along some 
junior fire kits and there was a dressing up competition with 1 boy & 1 girl 
winning a prize of a f 10 voucher each. This is very popular with a lot of the 
kids, and is all good fun combined with an opportunity to talk to the kids 
while they queue giving out home safety advice relevant to their age range 
and discussing informally fire action plans and smoke alarms. 

4.14 The Bogus Caller Task Force initiative is working well and now the total 
number of members of the public receiving the booklet between the HFSV 
and targeting areas identified by the Bogus CallerTactical assessment is 
now just over 1000. A pilot has been recently set up to carry out an initiative 
that informs SFR of areas where we do not get a good return of HFSVs. 
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4.15 

4.16 

4.17 

5. 

5. I 

6. 

6.1 

An appliance will be deployed in the area for a period of time on an 
allocated day to try and engage the harder to reach or the non engagers of 
the traditional methods. Further information will be made available on 
completion of the pilot. 

In the Bellshill locality SFR continue to monitor wheelie bin fires and cable 
burning sites and have now included fire alarm actuation’s where carer’s 
are present this information allows the U T  to allocate and task more 
efficiently 

A charity race night was held and very well attended in support of Cancer 
and associated charities f5,163 was raised on the night and has been split 
giving monies to Cancer Research, The Beatson Oncology Unit and SFR’s 
family support trust. 

Corporate Considerations 

The Joint Community Safety Report reflects the Partnership’s commitment 
to tackling community safety in all our localities. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note the content of this 
report. 

Paul Jukes U 
Executive Director of Environmental Services 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Matt Costello on (01698) 302707 

1 8th April 201 3 
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Appendix I 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE PARTNERSHIP 

BELLSHILL LOCAL AREA TEAM 
COMMUNITY SAFETY SUB GROUP 

Partnership 

AREA COMMUNITY SAFETY PROBLEM SOLVING 
PROFILE AND ACTION PLAN FOR PRIORITY WARD:- 

Ward 15 
Mossend & Holytown 

l S t  December - 28th February 2013 

Compiled by Gillian Butler 
PartnershiD Analyst 

I 

F 
STRATNCLYOE NHS 
POLICE ++ 

Lanarkshire 
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Background and Introduction 

The purpose of this document is to provide the Local Area Team Community Safety 
Sub Group with a tool to produce a focused series of actions to address community 
safety issues using problem solving methodology. 

It has been decided that the best way to approach community safety, and in 
recognising partners operational demands in this period of reduced resources, the 
Community Safety Sub Groups should work in partnership to solve problems in 
mutually agreed priority ward areas across North Lanarkshire. 

The identified ward area in this locality is Mossend & Holytown Ward 15 has been 
chosen because it has statistically (from a Police perspective) relatively high 
incidences of a com bination of disorder, complaints, domestic incidents, racial 
incidents, weapons, assaults, street drinking and vandalism. 

The agreed actions and resultant problem profile should cover as many of the 
problem areas in the ward as appropriate and involve data drawn from all partners. It 
is then up to the team to agree on the priorities and define actions to address each 
issue which should then be included in the action plan appended. 

It is intended that this document and the outcomes there from will be used as the 
basis for the Joint Community Safety Report to the Local Area Partnership. 
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