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Puroose of Reoort 

1 .  

Background 

This report updates Committee on Gartlea Road Railway Bridge following the report of 22 January 2002. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The Council carried out an assessment of this bridge in accordance with the standard, ‘BD21/97 - The 
Assessment of Highway Bridges and Structures’ under the programme to assess all road carrying bridges for 
their capability to carry 44 tonne vehicle loading. This was required before the implementation of European 
Community Directive 96/53/EC in January 1999 which increased the maximum weight of vehicles allowed on 
UK roads without special order from 3 8 tonnes to 4 1 tonnes and subsequently to 44 tonnes. 

The bridge was found to be suitable only for 7.5 tonne vehicle loading and was therefore weight restricted. On 8 
November 2000 the Council forwarded its assessment to Railtrack for their approval in terms of the Council’s 
legal agreement with Railtrack. This initiates Railtrack’s assessment of the bridge’s capability to sustain 
Railtrack’s liability for 24 ton loading. 

Railtrack commissioned consultants to carry out this assessment to the standard (BE4) appropriate to the date of 
construction. Formal notification of the result of this assessment was expected in January 2002. We understand 
that this assessment was completed by the end of December 200 1. However, despite both written and verbal 
requests, the Council have not been able to elicit a formal confirmation of this assessment. We have been 
advised that this is due to the fact that there is only one engineer within Railtrack (Scotland) responsible for 
approving assessments and that this is undertaken only on specific ‘signing days.’ We also understand that there 
is a current backlog of approvals. It is now intended to request the Director of Administration’s assistance to see 
what can be done to elicit a more urgent response from Railtrack. 

Meanwhile, it has been necessary to re-programme the works from the financial year 2003/04. Since 
possessions of the railway line will be required in order to carry out construction works and these are likely to 
be disruptive, application has to be made at least two years in advance. This means that the earliest start date is 
now Autumn 2004. In order to mitigate against further delays, the Council intends entering into a legal 
agreement with Railtrack for them to replace and widen the bridge. 

Recommendations 

6. The Committee is asked to note that delays have been incurred due to Railtrack’s project management 
arrangements and it is now anticipated that construction will have to be postponed until autumn 2004. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Contact for further information:- Alex McAuley (01236 616259) 
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