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Summary 

This report covers the response to the proposed Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill. 

Recommendation 

The education committee is recommended to homologate the response to the Gaelic Language 
(Scotland) Bill included as an appendix to this report. 

Members wishing further information about the paper should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337 or, 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Education Provision, on 01236 812269. 



Consultation on Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill 

Report by the director of education 

1. Background 

1.1 The Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill was published on 27‘h September and the 
parliament’s education committee invited views from all interested parties on the 
general principles of the bill. 

1.2 The appendix to this report is the response from the council. It is based on consultation 
with the school communities in North Lanarkshire which offer Gaelic education. 

2. The Bill 

2.1 The purpose of the Bill is to establish Bord na Gaildhlig in statute with the responsibility 
for overseeing the promotion of the Gaelic language. 

2.2 The following are the main elements in the Bill: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

the establishment of the Gaelic development body, Bord na Gaidhlig, on a 
statutory basis to oversee the development of the language; 
a requirement that the Bord exercise its functions with the aim of securing the 
status of the Gaelic language as an official language of Scotland; 
the introduction of a national Gaelic language plan to promote the use of the 
Gaelic language; 
the preparation of Gaelic language plans by public authorities, where 
appropriate, to encourage and facilitate the use of the language in public life; 
and 
a Gaelic education advisory role of Bord na Gaidhlig. 5. 

3. Recommendation 

3.1 The education committee is recommended to homologate the response to the Gaelic 
Language (Scotland) Bill included as an appendix to this report. 



. APPENDIX 

Gaelic Lanauage (Scotland) Bill: submission from North Lanarkshire Council 

1. Background 

Since 1996 North Lanarkshire Council has been supportive of the Gaelic 
Language, particularly Gaelic medium provision at early years, primary and 
secondary stages and a range of activities in informal community education. 
Meeting parental aspirations has been given a high priority. Links with other 
minority languages in Europe, particularly in Ireland and Wales, have also 
been strengthened. 

2. General Comments 

The council welcomes the Bill and considers that it will be an important step 
in strengthening the language and promoting Gaelic medium education. It is 
considered that the changes made to the Bill in response to the comments on 
the earlier Draft are appropriate. The checks which have been included will 
ensure that the demands made on public authorities are reasonable, taking 
account of their individual circumstances. 

3. Bord na Gaidhlig 

The council welcomes the establishment of the Bord on a statutory basis and 
considers the development of a national Gaelic language plan to be a vital 
responsibility. The overall functions of the Bord are demanding and it is 
essential for the Bord to be adequately resourced and staffed to meet these 
needs. Section l(2). 

4. Gaelic Language Dlans 

It is important that the requirement on public authorities to prepare a Gaelic 
language plan takes full account of individual circumstances. These will vary 
not only across “different types of Scottish public authorities” but also within 
each type of public authority section 3(8). 

5. Guidance on Gaelic education 

Greater clarity is required in relation to section 9 given the existing roles of 
HMlE and Learning Teaching Scotland (LTS). In addition, it is not clear 
whether the Bord has the right to monitor provision under section 6 of the Bill. 

It is considered that the disbursement of Gaelic specific grants to local 
authorities should be retained as a Scottish Ministers’ responsibility and that 
any role for the Bord should be consultative. 


