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Subject: 
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Summary 

This is a petition from Roman Catholic parishes in the Diocese of Motherwell. The council’s 
views on the issues raised are included in the report. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended: 

(a) to note the terms of the petition from Roman Catholic parishes about the PPP joint 
campus proposals 

(b) to note the action taken by the council to reach agreement with the Diocese of Motherwell 
on joint campus issues 

Members wishing further information about the paper should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01 236 81 2337 or, 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Education Provision, on 01236 812269. 



Petition on shared campus schools 

Report by the director of education 

1. The petition 

1.1 The following petition from 29 Roman Catholic parishes and containing 8,611 
signatories has been received. 

“We, the parishioners of (parish) wish to express our concern North Lanarkshire Council 
has refused to accede to the genuine concerns of the Diocese of Motherwell in relation 
to the seven shared campus schools proposed by the Council in their Education 2010 
project. 

We give full support to our Bishop in his desire to maintain the ethos of the Catholic 
school and urge the Council to reconsider its decision on what is on offer to the Diocese 
so that this ethos can be maintained. 

We support particularly the wishes of the parishioners of St Aloysius Chapelhall to retain 
a free standing Catholic school. 

1.2 The petition was organised by the Diocese of Motherwell as part of its dispute with the 
Council about the shared campus schools in the Education 201 0 project. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Education 2010 PPP project includes seven shared campuses in which 
autonomous non-denominational and denominational schools share some facilities. 
This model was chosen for economic reasons where both RC and ND primary schools 
in the same geographical area occupy inadequate buildings. It allows more schools to 
be built, prevents schools closures and provides the community with greatly enhanced 
facilities. 

2.2 The initial design for the schools was based on the successful St 
AndrewWCumbernauld primary school campus. 

2.3 In consultation, the Diocese of Motherwell expressed reservations about the design and 
there were extensive discussions in an effort to win agreement. Despite changes to all 
the design these discussions were unsuccessful, and the Diocese referred the 
proposals to the Scottish Ministers under Section 22D of the Education (Scotland) Act 
1980. After consideration of all the background and project plans, they concluded that 
the seven joint campus proposals did not breach the test in the legislation. 

2.4 The diocese challenged this decision and raised a judicial review at the Court of 
Session. In the interests of long term good working relationships the council continued 
to seek a settlement with the diocese. On Friday 26‘h November the council and the 
diocese announced that agreement had been achieved on the plans for five of the joint 
campus schools and that discussions on St Aloysius/Chapelhall and St Kevin’s 
Bargeddie would continue. 



' 3. Response to the petition 

The principles underpinning the joint campus model and the developments outlined in 
section 2 mean that the aspirations of the petitioners have largely been met. The 
following points in particular are worth noting. 

I 

3.1 

(A) from the outset the council has emphasised its unequivocal support for Catholic 
schools irrespective of the financial pressures. The specification for the joint 
campus schools protects the individual identity and autonomy of both schools 
with each able to develop its own ethos, educational principles and curriculum. 

(B) the Council has made a number of amendments to the joint campus plans to 
meet the genuine concerns of the Diocese of Motherwell. 

(C) to address the St Aloysius PS request the council has proposed additional 
amendments to the school design. However, to accede to the demand for a 
free-standing Catholic school would have major implications for educational 
provision both in Chapelhall and elsewhere, for example other PP new builds 
could not be funded, consideration of the closure of some small schools would 
be necessary, and the provision of enhanced community facilities in PPP 
schools would not be possible. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 The education committee is recommended: 

(c) to note the terms of the petition from Roman Catholic parishes about the PPP 
joint campus proposals 

(d) to note the action taken by the council to reach agreement with the Diocese of 
Motherwell on joint campus issues 


