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To: Education Committee 

From: Director of Education 

AGENDA ITEM No .-.... 9(=) ----- 

Subject: 

Petition - Toilet Facilities at Kirkshaws 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Nursery Class, Coatbridge 
Date: 26‘h November 2004 

Ref: MMIJLIAS 

Purpose of Report 

To respond to the petition regarding toilet facilities in Kirkshaws Nursery Class. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended:- 

(i) to note the education department‘s response to the petition. 

Members wishing further information should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01236 812336 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Service on 01 236 81 2269 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Petition - Toilet Facilities at Kirkshaws Nursery Class, Coatbridge 

Report by the Director of Education 

CONTENT OF PETITION 

The petition listed the following four concerns: 

(i) The toilet contravenes the rights of our children in hygiene, privacy, decency and 
safety. 

(ii) The entrance compromises the security of our children, pupils at the school and the 
security of staff. 

(iii) Sinks within the nursery are of inappropriate size for children. 

(iv) The layout of the nursery is inappropriate for two members of staff to oversee all 
children safely. 

BACKGROUND 

Kirkshaws Nursery Class was established in 1997 to meet the Scottish Executive's target to 
deliver part-time pre-school education to all eligible children whose parents wish it. The 
nursery class is located within a classroom of Kirkshaws Primary School under the 
management of the head teacher. The current capacity is 30 f.t.e. 

The nursery is staffed in accordance with the adukpupil ratio that is 1:lO in compliance with 
the Care Standard within the Regulation of Care. 

RESPONSE TO PETITION 

The education department responds to the four areas of concern as follows: 

The current toilet facilities consist of a toilet within the playroom and access to 
additional toilets in the corridor at the nursery class. This set of toilets is also used by 
the young pupils in the primary school. In full compliance with current the 
specifications the toilets are cleaned twice daily and are hygienic and are well 
maintained. Appropriate risk assessments have been undertaken to ensure the 
dignity and safety of the children. 

The entrance door has a security system and cannot be accessed from outside. If the 
door is pushed open from the inside an additional alarm alerts staff. Furthermore 
additional safety assessments have been undertaken. 

It is acknowledged that the sinks are at a height for primary age children and that this 
adaptation to the former primary classroom was not made. 

The one nursery playroom is currently staffed by two members of staff. The staffing is 
in line with the Regulation of Care staffing standard. 
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3.2 It is important to note that there are current plans to relocate the provision within the school to 
allow the expansion of places. 

4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The education committee is recommended:- 

(i) to note the education department's response to the petition. 


