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Summary 

The report provides members with the proposals to amend the assessment and testing 
procedures outlined in our Quality framework 

Recommendations 

The education sub-committee is recommended: 

(i) 

(ii) 

to note the information contained in the report 

to approve the changes suggested to the Quality Framework 

Members wishing further information about the paper should contact: 

Michael O'Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337 or, 
John O'Keane, Head of Quality & Support Services, on 01236 812269 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Assessment and testing in North Lanarkshire schools 

Report by the Director of Education 

1 I NTRO DU CTlO N 

1.1 The report provides members with the proposals to amend the assessment and testing 
procedures outlined in our Quality framework. 

2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 The assessment of pupil performance is a critical component of the educational process. 
It can result in information which aids the diagnosis of competence or need, which 
summarises progress over time, which predicts future performance and which 
contributes to the intellectual growth and development of the individual child. Clearly a 
powerful tool such as assessment should be used appropriately and sensitively taking 
account of pupil preparedness and teacher workload. 

2.2 In recent years, this department has worked hard, in collaboration with teacher trade 
unions, to emphasise the role of assessment as part of learning and not necessarily a 
separate event administered by a teacher. Teachers have undertaken significant levels 
of training to help them deliver the learning experience alongside various forms of 
assessment. 

2.3 National testing from level A to E in P2 to S2 has been a major component of the formal 
assessment programme in schools and its results used by the Executive for a variety of 
purposes including the publication of school by school performance statistics. 

2.4 The Executive now proposes to discontinue this practice and will instead offer the 
National Assessment Bank (NAB). The NAB will look very like the former national 
testing regime but the results will not be collected nationally. NLC Education department 
will continue to collect NAB data centrally in order to continue the existing target setting 
procedures already agreed with schools. It enables the council to meet the Executive's 
requirements for moderating performance and continues to contribute to the existing 
Quality Framework. 

2.5 In addition, the Executive will use the Scottish Survey of Attainment (SSA) in which pupil 
performance in language or mathematics is sampled at P4, P7 and S2 across Scotland 
thereby providing a wider picture of progress in both. No more than 30 pupils will be 
selected in each school included in the 10% sample of schools. 

3 PROPOSALS 

3.1 Assessment can perform a number of functions. It is therefore appropriate that any 
future pattern of assessment should capture as wide a range of data as possible, so that 
decisions about future action can be taken from a position of maximum strength and 
information. The department intends to adopt the following pattern, at the same time 
recognising the over-riding importance of allowing children to take an assessment when 
the individual (and not the teacher) is ready for it. 
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NAB materials in P2, P4, P6, P7 and S2 or earlier if appropriate dependent on pupil 
progress 

Current 
Standardised 

SSA sampling in P4, P7 and S2 (30 pupil maximum per school) in language or 
mathematics rotationally 

NT Current 

Standardised testing in language or mathematics as presently but only in P I ,  P3 and 
P6 

s2  

Cognitive Ability Testing (CAT) early in S2. 

P7 

P6 

P5 

P4 

P3 

P2 

P I  

The latter will provide predictive evidence for parents and teachers so that both are clear 
about the level of future attainment possible by students and so that students 
themselves have reliable evidence on which to base their own targets and aspirations. 

* * 
* * 

* 
* 

* 
* 

The proposals on assessment will be subject to further review through a newly 
established focus group which contains teacher union representatives. 

P4 

P3 

P2 

P I  

* * 
* 

* 
* 

S I  

Future Pattern 



4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The education committee is recommended: 

( i )  to note the information contained in the report. 

(ii) to approve the changes suggested to the Quality Framework 
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