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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: 

Proposed Closure of Albert Primary School, 
Airdrie 

REPORT 

I Ref: MMIISIMB 

Summary 

The attachment to this report is a consultative document. It proposes the closure of Albert 
Primary School, Airdrie. 

Recommendations 

The committee is recommended: 

(a) to adopt the proposal that : 

i) 

ii) 

iii) 

iv) 

The provision of education at Albert Primary School be discontinued at the end of 
school session 2005106 

The catchment areas of Chapelside Primary, Clarkston Primary and Tollbrae 
Primary be amended from the end of school session 2005/06 as described in 
section 2.2 of the consultation document 

The pupils in attendance at Albert Primary School on the date that the provision 
is discontinued at that school should transfer to Chapelside Primary School or 
Clarkston Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the 
revised catchment areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation 
document 

The pupils who under the present arrangements would have enrolled at Albert 
Primary School should instead enrol at Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston 
Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised 
catchment areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation document 

(b) to approve the publication of this consultation document and to invite all interested 
parties, including the relevant school boards to make written representation on the 
proposals to the Director of Education, Education Department, Municipal Building, 
Kildonan Street, Coatbridge no later than 4‘h Octobev2005. 

(c) to request that the director of education prepare a report on the result of the 
consultative process at a future meeting of the education committee 

Members wishing further information about the CO 
Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337, or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Educational Provision, on 01 236 81 2269. 
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THIS IS A 
CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

PROPOSED CLOSURE OF ALBERT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

This document has been issued by the Education Committee of North Lanarkshire Council for 
consultation in terms of the Education (Publication and Consultation etc) (Scotland) 

Regulations 198 1 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Proposed Closure of Albert Primary School 

1. Introduction 

1 . I  Albert Primary School was opened in 1927 and is located on North Biggar Road, 
Airdrie (appendix 1). The catchment area is also shown in appendix 1. It is a two- 
storey building of traditional sandstone and brick construction. The recent condition 
survey indicated that f500,OOO is required to repair the fabric to an acceptable 
standard. The site is very restricted and playground and parking facilities are 
inadequate. Parents have expressed concerns about the possible dangers 
associated with the road junction adjacent to the school. 

1.2 The accommodation and facilities are also partly unsuitable for the demands of the 
modern curriculum. Six classrooms are located on the upper floor and are not fully 
accessible. There is no provision for external physical education. The design of the 
classrooms makes flexible use of the accommodation difficult, for example team 
teaching across the stages. 

1.3 The school roll in September 2004 was 131 but only 53 of these pupils lived in the 
school catchment area. The placing requests were mainly from Chapelside PS, 
Clarkston PS and Tollbrae PS. The current capacity of the school accommodation is 
172 places but a large part of the building has already been reallocated to community 
education to make use of empty rooms. 

2. Proposed closure 

2.1 The proposal in this document is that Albert PS be closed at the end of session 
2005/06. The reason for the proposal are the following: 

( I )  the educational provision which can be made at the school is restricted by the 
inadequacies of the building, accommodation and facilities. Wider provision 
can be made in other adjacent schools. 

(2) the school is not cost effective. Fewer than 60 of the pupils attending that 
school live in the designated catchment area and there is alternative non- 
denominational primary provision within easy access. 

(3) The closure of the school would release resources which could be used to 
improve the rest of the school estate. 

2.2 Rezoning proposals 

It is proposed that the existing catchment area of the school be rezoned as follows: 

(1) to Tollbrae PS (area A). The boundaries of the area are enclosed by and 
including the south sides of Drumbathie Road, Flowerhill Street and Hallcraig 
Street, the west side of Motherwell Street, the north side of Clark Street and 
Graham Street and the east side of Bank Street. 

(2) to Chapelside PS (area B). The boundaries of the area are enclosed by and 
including the south sides of Black Street and Aitken Street, the west side of 
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3. 

School 

Clarkston PS 

Tollbrae PS 

3.1 

Roll Placing requests 

number % of roll 

353 88 25% 

345 86 25% 

3.2 

Motherwell Street, the north side of Drumbathie Road and the east side of 
Bore Road. 

(3) to Clarkston PS (area C). The boundaries of the area are enclosed by and 
including all of the Albert Primary School catchment area east of Motherwell 
Street and including the east side of Motherwell Street. 

These areas are shown in appendix 2. 

Implications of the proposals 

Rolls and capacities 

The school rolls and capacities for the schools affected are detailed in table 1 below. 
These are based on the assumptions that the proposals will be implemented and 
include all current placing requests. 

Table1 : rolls and capacities 

In the case of Clarkston and Tollbrae the rolls are substantially inflated by placing 
requests. The net contribution of placing requests in 2004 is shown in table 2 

Table 2: placing requests 

The 2006 projected rolls in table 1 include known placing requests and do not take 
account of other proposed changes to the catchment areas of Tollbrae and Clarkston 
primary schools. If implemented these will reduce the rolls at both schools. 

Transport to school 

Pupils resident in the Albert Primary School catchment area enrolling at Clarkston, 
Chapelside and Tollbrae may be entitled to transport in accordance with the council’s 
policy. It provides free transport to those pupils living more than 1 mile from their 
zoned school or where a safe walking route is not available. The department will 
arrange for an assessment of the walking route to the receiving schools and 
appropriate road crossing patrols will be established if considered necessary. 
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3.3 Staffing 

Chapelside Primary School 
Tollbrae Primary School 

The closure of Albert Primary School will have implications for all staff currently 
employed at the school. This includes both education and community services staff. 
Individuals will be consulted about their future and their particular wishes will be taken 
into account where possible. The appropriate trade union will also be consulted. 

1.0 FTE 
1.0 FTE 

The allocation of teaching staff to two of the receiving schools will be adjusted to 
reflect roll changes. In addition, they will benefit from a temporary staffing 
enhancement for 2 years as show in table 3. 

Table 3: teacher staffing enhancement 

3.4 Secondary Education 

The current zoning arrangement for secondary education is that pupils attending 
Tollbrae Primary School and Chapelside Primary School transfer to Airdrie Academy 
and pupils attending Clarkston Primary School transfer to Caldervale High School. 
Parents who wish their children to attend an alternative school will require to submit a 
placing request for their preferred school. 

3.5 Class sizes 

The class sizes in the receiving schools will not necessarily be affected by the 
increased rolls. Individual class sizes are decided by the head teacher and take 
account of a range of factors, including staff deployment, school policies and pupil 
numbers at each stage. 

3.6 Future use of the building 

The education department will declare the building surplus to its requirements should 
the closure be approved. Thereafter, a decision will be taken on its future use or 
disposal. Some of the accommodation in the Albert Primary School building has 
been allocated to community education as officer space. Alternative arrangements 
for the displaced function will be made in the local area. 

3.7 Pupils attending Albert Primary School by placing request 

There are two options for pupils currently attending Albert Primary School by placing 
request. Firstly, they can enrol in their zoned school. Secondly, they can submit a 
further placing request for an alternative school. The parents of these pupils will be 
given the opportunity to discuss their preference with education department staff. 
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4. NEXT STEPS 

4.1 At its meeting on 3Ist August 2005 the education committee agreed to issue this 
document for formal consultation. The proposals which form the basis of this 
consultation are included in appendix 3. A full explanation has been given in this 
document. 

4.2 It is very important to emphasise that the education committee has not taken a final 
decision on the proposals. This will happen at its meeting on 2nd November 2005. 

4.3 All interested parties are invited to send their views on the proposals to Murdo 
Maciver, Head of Service, Education Department, Municipal Buildings, Kildonan 
Street, Coatbridge no later than 4th October 2005. Alternatively comments can be 
submitted to the North Lanarkshire Council website at www.northlan.aov.uk. These 
views will be taken into account by the education committee in deciding on the 
proposals. 
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APPENDIX 3 

Proposals approved by the education committee for consultation 

i) The provision of education at Albert Primary School be discontinued at the end of 
school session 2005/06 

ii) The catchment areas of Chapelside Primary, Clarkston Primary and Tollbrae Primary 
be amended from the end of school session 2005/06 as described in section 2.2 of 
the consultation document 

iii) The pupils in attendance at Albert Primary School on the date that the provision is 
discontinued at that school should transfer to Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston 
Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment 
areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation document 

iv) The pupils who under the present arrangements would have enrolled at Albert 
Primary School should instead enrol at Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston 
Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment 
areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation document 
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