
AGENDA ITEM No.. . 24 

To: Education Committee 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject Response to: 
Strathclyde Joint Police Board 

Working with Schools 

REPORT 

Date: 20th J8Ube:.’ 2005 

Ref: AF/JO’K 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise members of activities referred to in the 
Strathclyde Joint Police Board, Working with Schools report. 

Recommend at i ons 

Members are asked to note the responses contained in the report. 

Members wishing any further information should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01236 812336 or 
John O’Keane, Head of Service on 01236 812291 
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NORTH LANRKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

RESPONSE TO: STRATHCLYDE JOINT POLICE BOARD WORKING WITH 
SCHOOLS 

Report by the Director 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise members of activities referred to in the 
Strathclyde Joint Police Board, Working with Schools report. The aim of the 
original report was to advise members of the Joint Police Board of the volume 
and range of work carried out by Strathclyde Police in relation to young 
people in a school context. The original report can be accessed via 
Education Department HQ, Adviser in Guidance. 

Background 

The Strathclyde Joint Police Board report reiterates the long held recognition 
and continuing importance of contact between police officers and young 
people in schools. 
The education department is pleased to again support the view that 
establishments provide an environment that can facilitate a range of 
interactions in conveying key messages relating to national and local issues. 
Examples of these are in areas of safety, drug awareness and citizenship. 

There is a need for young people to view the police force in positive and non 
confrontational ways and the ongoing involvement of officers in the process is 
welcomed, particularly in terms of supporting the vision of the Scottish 
Executive in matters relating to responsibilities of citizens of the future within 
our communities 

Current Position 

Personnel from the education department are involved with police colleagues 
at a range of levels both strategic and operational. Such activity is 
harmonious, constructive and leads to very productive outcomes. 

The range of topics covered, materials provided and the number of visits 
made by officers to schools is significant. In addition, the new resource, 
Citizenship and the Law, provides a new and ideal vehicle for increased 
involvement, utilising a set of materials that is now common across all schools 
within the local authorities that make up the Strathclyde Police area. 

In relation to North Lanarkshire schools, Citizenship and the Law has been 
distributed to all schools (appendix 1). Usage at this stage is variable as 
headteachers and other staff make progress on management and delivery of 
the programme within the development planning process in schools. 

The education department has organised courses in citizenship, which is a 
national priority, over the last two years and these have been well attended by 
a range of teachers from secondary, primary, special and early years sectors. 
These sessions have included contributions from the police, fire service, 
safety officers and the Assistant Chief Executive. 

180 



3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

3.9 

3.10 

3.1 1 

3.12 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

5. 

Pupil support staff (guidance) are key to the process in secondary schools 
where they have an important role in organising and delivering personal, 
health and social education. This particular group has been consistently 
updated on key issues and was recently addressed by key community police 
colleagues in terms of their involvement within Citizenship and the Law. 
Consequently, schools are now aware of requirements and also direct 
contacts (appendix 2). 

Updates relating to the resource are provided, as these become available. A 
recent example is the materials on anti-vandalism (appendix 3). 

Drug Awareness officers continue to work in tandem with schools and 
education officers. Work on various safety issues is a regular input in both 
primary and secondary schools. 

The education department and schools within the authority value the 
professional associations that have been created with police colleagues over 
a long period and are always willing to accommodate involvement and new 
initiatives. 

Representatives from North Lanarkshire Council Education Department have 
been involved with Strathclyde Police in the organisation of Choices for Life 
drug education initiative since its inception in 1997. 

North Lanarkshire schools also participate in the Score/Score Goals initiative 
and officers have contributed to the recent project in conjunction with 
Motherwell FC. 

In relation to sectarianism, North Lanarkshire schools have been key partners 
in the national pilot as well as participating in wider initiatives. 

Crime Prevention Panels provide pupils with an insight into improving 
communities and a number of North Lanarkshire pupils have been involved in 
this kind of constructive activity. 

Conclusions 

The education department welcomes the report from the Chief Constable. It 
has allowed benchmarking and reflection of the involvement of the education 
department and schools within the authority. 

The education department is pleased to reaffirm its commitment to joint 
working. 

Recommend at ions 

Members are asked to note the responses contained in the report. 
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Appendix 1 
General Circular 134/04 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Municipal Buildings 
Kildonan Street 

Coatbridge 
ML5 3BT 

27 June, 2005 

Dear Colleague 

CITIZENSHIP AND THE LAW 

A new resource has been produced entitled Citizenship and the Law. 

This has been a result of a partnership between eleven of the former Strathclyde authorities 
and Strathclyde Police, with Glasgow City Council Education Services acting as the lead 
organisation. 

The aim was to produce a range of teaching and learning materials which build upon existing 
collaborative approaches and good practice in order to support the development of 
knowledge and understanding as well as skills and values implicit in Education for 
Citizenship. 

The teaching and learning materials comprise of print, CD, video and DVD materials designed 
to be utilised by teachers and police in a co-ordinated approach to Education for citizenship 
within the Strathclyde Police Force Area. 

The programme covers six themes: 

Crime and the Law in Society . Me and My Community . Domestic Abuse . Racial Discrimination . Managing Conflict . Substance Misuse 

Each theme is developed as appropriate at different stages, from early years, and P1 to S6. 

The resource was recently launched and a copy will shortly be arriving in your school. Please 
note that North Lanarkshire Education Department has contributed to the funding of this 
project and therefore, there will be no charge to schools. 

Schools are recommended to use the materials as part of the delivery of Citizenship within, 
for example, personal, social and health education. 

Issues relating to content and delivery will be addressed at the in service session on 2!jth 
January 2005. This course appears in the new QDS catalogue. 

In the meantime I trust that this resource proves to be useful in taking forward the Citizenship 
agenda in schools. 
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In the meantime I trust that this resource proves to be useful in taking forward the Citizenship 
agenda in schools. 

Yours sincerely 

Archie Ferguson 
Education Adviser 
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Appendix 2 

Dear Head Teacher, 

CITIZENSHIP AND THE LAW - THE WAY FORWARD 

Citizenship and the Law is a nation-wide standard of providing children with 
informative guidance on various issues including community responsibilities, 
vandalism, racism and substance misuse. The package is fully supported by the 
Scottish Executive, and North Lanarkshire Council. It offers a structured method of 
providing information on the topics, with inputs being provided to the pupils in a 
modular fashion. The teacher and other partners, including the police, deliver the 
modules. 

Every nursery, primary and secondary school in North Lanarkshire has been 
provided with a copy of the package, which contains both literature and interactive 
material. 

Strathclyde Police are fully committed to supporting the delivery of these inputs, and 
in North Lanarkshire Division, we have undertaken to provide staff whose main role 
will be to support the package. 

Since it’s introduction early this year, it has become clear that the take-up rate among 
schools in the North Lanarkshire area is inconsistent. Some schools have quickly 
started to utilise it, whilst others are more reluctant or are unaware of it’s benefits. 

I appreciate that a lot of work is involved in providing the time and staff to deliver the 
inputs, but I would urge you to encourage the full implementation of the Citizenship 
and the Law pack in your school in the 2005/2006 term. The police will now only 
deliver inputs based on this pack (the only exception being IocaVimmediate issues). 

Should you require any further information, please contact your local Community 
Safety Officer at the number listed below. He is trained in the delivery of the police 
inputs, and has a copy of the full pack. 

If you require any further copies, please order them via Archie Ferguson. 

Yours Sincerely 

Sgt. Alfie Jones 
Community Safety Department 
Motherwell Police Office 
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Cumbernauld PC Kenny Foy 01236503926 
Motherwell PC Alan Joyce 01698483010 
Coatbridge PC Derek Hamilton 01 236 502009 
Wishaw PC Paul Carty 01698202610 
Airdrie PC Kenny Ferguson 01236 505109 
Bellshill PC Jimmy Gordon 01 698 81 0454 

Divisional Drugs Awareness Officer PC McCulloch Motherwell 01 698 483144 
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Appendix 3 
Primary Circular 079/05 

Secondary Circular 081105 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCl L 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Municipal Buildings 
Kildonan Street 

Coatbridge 
ML5 3BT 

27 June, 2005 

Dear Colleague 

CITIZENSHIP AND THE LAW ANTI-VANDALISM DVD 

The Strathclyde resource pack Citizenship and the Law was distributed to all North 
Lanarkshire schools in June last year (General Circular 134/04). 

This programme is now the standard Citizenship programme within the authority. 

A new element, comprising of an Anti-vandalism DVD and associated learning and teaching 
resources, has now been produced to update and support the Me and My Community 
section. This is enclosed within your wallet. 

The purpose of this addition is to support teachers in raising awareness of the negative 
impact which vandalism has on the life of communities. 

I trust that you will find this to be of value and I would be grateful if you could insert the 
resource into the relevant section and make use of the materials as appropriate. 

Yours sincerely 

Archie Ferguson 
Education Adviser 
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