
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM No ........ 3 .... 

To: Education Committee 

From: Director of Education 

Date: 3rd August 2005 

Ref: MM/LE 

REPORT 

Subject: 
ST AMBROSE HIGH SCHOOL : PROPOSED 
REVISION OF ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 

Summary 

The attachment to this report is a consultation paper which proposes the delineation of a 
geographical catchment area for St Ambrose High School. As a result, pupils attending the 
five associated primary schools and living in their catchment areas will be given priority for 
entry to the school. All other applicants will be treated as placing requests. The consultation 
paper also proposes that St Augustine's Primary School be associated with St Ambrose High 
School only. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended 

1. to adopt the following proposals 

that the whole of the St Augustine's Primary School catchment area be zoned 
to St Ambrose High School for secondary education from 1" January 2006 

(0 

(ii) that the pupils who would have transferred from St Augustine's Primary 
School to Columba High School after 1" January 2006 should instead transfer 
to St Ambrose High School 

(iii) that a delineated area be created for St Ambrose High School from 1"January 
2006 comprising the aggregation of the catchment areas of St Augustine's 
Primary, St Bartholomew's Primary, St Kevin's Primary, St Briget's Primary, 
Glasgow, and St Francis of Assisi Primary, Glasgow, as shown in appendix 2, 

(iv) that the priority for admission to St Ambrose High School from 1" January 
2006 will be as follows; 

children enrolled in an associated primary school and who live in the 
delineated area, including any who previously could not be accommodated in 
the school and are on a waiting list, 

children who live outwith the delineated area but were enrolled in an 
associated primary school before the catchment area of St Ambrose High 
School was formally delineated in 1" January 2006, including any who 
previously could not be accommodated in the school and are on the waiting 
list, 

children who live outwith the school's delineated area but within the North 
Lanarkshire Council area in accordance with the following priorities: 

64 



2. 

3. 

a) children with relevant medical conditions with supporting reasoned 
evidence provided by the family doctor and the community medicine 
specialist that it is in the interest of the child’s health to attend the 
school 

b) children affected by other relevant factors, including but not restricted 
to, the curricular provision on offer, proximity to a parent’s place of 
work, access to childcare arrangements, travel distance from home to 
school 

(4) children who live outwith the North Lanarkshire Council area in accordance 
with the following priorities: 

a) children with relevant medical conditions with supporting reasoned 
evidence provided by a family doctor and the community medicine 
specialist that it is in the interest of the child’s health to attend the 
school 

b) children affected by other relevant factors, including but not restricted 
to, the curricular provision on offer, proximity to a parent’s place of 
work, access to childcare arrangements, travel distance from home to 
school 

(5) once applications have been considered against the admissions listed above 
and where there are still more requests than the places available, these 
places will be allocated by ballot 

(6) Where the attendance of the siblings at the school is argued to be a relevant 
factor legally no distinction will be made between applicants residing within 
or outwith the North Lanarkshire Council area. In considering requests 
where attendance of siblings is argued to be a relevant factor, consideration 
will be given to the number of siblings in attendance and their stage of 
ed ucat ion. 

to approve the publication of this consultative document and to invite all interested 
parties, including the relevant school boards, to make written representation on the 
proposals to the Director of Education, Municipal Buildings, Kildonan Street, 
Coatbridge, ML5 3BT, no later than 4‘h October 2005, 

that the director of education prepare a report on the results of the consultative process 
for consideration at a future meeting of the education committee. 

Members wishing further information please contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01236 812336 or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Educational Provision on 01236 812269 
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THIS IS A 
CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ST AMBROSE HIGH SCHOOL: PROPOSED 
REVISION OF ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 

This document has been issued by the Education Committee of North Lanarkshire Council for 
consultation in terms of the Education (Publication and Consultation etc) (Scotland) 
Regulations 198 1 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ST AMBROSE HIGH SCHOOL 
PROPOSED REVISION OF ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 

Introduction 

St Ambrose High School is a denominational secondary school in the Blairhill area of 
north Coatbridge. The anticipated roll in August 2005 is 1453 pupils. As a result of 
placing requests it is currently operating at close to capacity (1476 places) resulting in 
heavy accommodation and organisational pressures. North Lanarkshire education 
committee has recognised the inadequacy of the existing building and is committed in 
principle to build a new replacement school. Appendix 1 shows the location of the 
school. 

The catchment area of the school extends into the City of Glasgow, reflecting that 
before the 1970's local government reorganisation the Glasgow east area was part of 
the County of Lanark. The CoatbridgelBaillieston link is still very strong and North 
Lanarkshire is fully committed to making full provision for the Glasgow catchment area 
in the rebuilding of St Ambrose. 

The primary schools currently zoned to St Ambrose are as follows: 

St Bridget's, Glasgow 
St Bartholomew's, Coatbridge 
St Francis of Assisi, Glasgow 
St Augustine's, Coatbridge (part of catchment area only) 
St Kevin's, Bargeddie 

The catchment area for each primary school is shown on the maps in Appendix 2. In 
August 1973 the education committee of the county council of Lanark altered the 
zoning arrangements between Columba High and St Ambrose High whereby St 
Augustine's Primary pupils who reside north of Bank Street were zoned to St Ambrose 
High School and those pupils south of Bank Street were zoned to Columba High 
School. In recent years the trend has been for all pupils to transfer from St Augustine's 
Primary to St Ambrose High School. 

There are two proposed changes in this consultative document. The reasons for each 
are described in the following two sections. 

Association of St Augustine's Primary School with St Ambrose High School 

It is proposed that the whole of the St Augustine's catchment area, including the part 
south of Bank Street, be associated with St Ambrose High School from January 2006 
(appendix 3). There are two reasons for the proposal: 

(1) primary and secondary liaison arrangements are more effective when a primary 
school is formally linked to one secondary only. The development of effective 
educational continuity is easier to establish, 

(2) the recent pattern of secondary enrolment by pupils from St Augustine's indicates 
that the established preference of parents in the whole catchment is the St 
Ambrose association. Nearly all of the children transfer to St Ambrose High 
School at the end of their primary education. 



2.2 As a result of this proposal, the parents of pupils resident in the catchment area of St 
Augustine's south of Bank Street will no longer be required to submit placing requests 
to attend St Ambrose High School for secondary education. However, should these 
parents wish their child to attend Columba High School or the replacement St Andrew's 
High School, a placing request must be submitted. 

2.3 Pupils resident in the St Augustine's catchment area north of Bank Street are 
unaffected by this proposal. Similarly, pupils resident in the St Augustine's catchment 
and already attending St Ambrose High School or Columba High School are not 
affected by this proposal. 

3 Delineation of the St Ambrose Hiah School catchment area 

3.1 The general policy of the authority is that each secondary school has a group of 
associated primary schools and that all children in these schools, including those 
attending by placing request, have the right to transfer to the associated secondary 
school at the end of P7 without the need for further placing request. In addition, the 
education committee has approved the principle that where a secondary school is 
close to full capacity because of a high number of placing requests into the associated 
primary schools, permission may be sought for a change in the admission policy to one 
based on residency in a delineated geographical area. This will ensure that for transfer 
to the secondary school from the associated primaries, priority will be given to children 
living in the catchment areas of the associated primaries over those attending by 
placing request. 

3.2 At St Ambrose the secondary 1 intake has almost reached the maximum which can be 
accommodated. Any further increase in the intake of placing requests will result in 
substantial accommodation difficulties to the detriment of the educational provision for 
all the pupils. Therefore, it is proposed to delineate the school catchment area so that 
those pupils who attend the five associated primary schools and who live in the 
delineated area are given priority for entry to St Ambrose High School. The date of 
implementation will be I st January 2006. 

3.3 As a result of this proposal, the priority for admission to St Ambrose High School from 
January 2006 will be as follows: 

(1) children who were enrolled in an associated primary school and who live in the 
delineated area, including any who previously could not be accommodated in the 
school and are on a waiting list, 

(2) children who live outwith the delineated area school but were enrolled in an 
associated primary it before the catchment area of St Ambrose High School was 
formally delineated in lst January 2006, including any who previously could not 
be accommodated in the school and are on the waiting list, 

(3) children who live outwith the school's delineated area but within the North 
Lanarkshire Council area in accordance with the following priorities: 

(a) children with relevant medical conditions with supporting reasoned 
evidence provided by the family doctor and the community medicine 
specialist that it is in the interest of the child's health to attend the school 

(b) children affected by other relevant factors, including but not restricted to, 
the curricular provision on offer, proximity to a parent's place of work, 
access to childcare arrangements, travel distance from home to school 

(4) children who live outwith the North Lanarkshire Council area in accordance with 
the following priorities: 
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3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

4 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

(a) children with relevant medical conditions with supporting reasoned 
evidence provided by a family doctor and the community medicine 
specialist that it is in the interest of the child's health to attend the school 

(b) children affected by other relevant factors, including but not restricted to, 
the curricular provision on offer, proximity to a parent's place of work, 
access to childcare arrangements, travel distance from home to school 

(5) once applications have been considered against the admissions listed above and 
where there are still more requests than the places available, these places will be 
allocated by ballot. 

Where the attendance of the siblings at the school is argued to be a relevant factor 
legally no distinction will be made between applicants residing within or outwith the 
North Lanarkshire Council area. In considering requests where attendance of siblings 
is argued to be a relevant factor, consideration will be given to the number of siblings in 
attendance and their stage of education. 

In the event of places becoming available at a later stage these will be allocated in 
accordance with the criteria detailed in paragraph 3.3. 

As a result of this proposal pupils attending the associated primary schools as a result 
of a placing request will require to make a further placing request for entry to St 
Ambrose High School at the secondary I stage. These requests will be considered 
according to the admissions priorities recommended in paragraph 3.3. 

It should be noted that the proposals in this paper will affect only pupils enrolling at St 
Ambrose High School or the associated primary schools after the I" January 2006 
implementation date. Pupils already attending the primary schools as a result of 
placing requests may transfer to St Ambrose High School without further special 
request and in accordance with the current transfer procedures. 

Even with these proposals there may be instances when the school cannot 
accommodate a pupil living in the delineated area. This will arise when a child moves 
into the area after available places have been allocated to children making placing 
requests. 

NEXT STEPS 

At its meeting on 3Ist August 2005 the education committee agreed to issue this 
document for formal consultation. The proposals which form the basis of this 
consultation are included in appendix 4. A full explanation has been given in this 
document. 

It is very important to emphasise that the education committee has not taken a final 
decision on the proposals. This will happen at its meeting on 2"d November 2005. 

All interested parties are invited to send their views on the proposals to Murdo Maciver, 
Head of Service, Education Department, Municipal Buildings, Kildonan Street, 
Coatbridge no later than 4th October 2005. Alternatively comments can be submitted 
to the North Lanarkshire Council website at www,northlan.gov.uk . These views will 
be taken into account by the education committee in deciding on the proposals. 
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APPENDIX 4 

Proposals approved by the education committee for consultation 

that the whole of the St Augustine's Primary School catchment area be zoned 
to St Ambrose High School for secondary education from 1" January 2006 

that the pupils who would have transferred from St Augustine's Primary 
School to Columba High School after lst January 2006 should instead transfer 
to St Ambrose High School 

that a delineated area be created for St Ambrose High School from 1" January 
2006 comprising the aggregation of the catchment areas of St Augustine's 
Primary, St Bartholomew's Primary, St Kevin's Primary, St Bridget's Primary, 
Glasgow, and St Francis of Assisi Primary, Glasgow, as shown in appendix 2, 

that the priority for admission to St Ambrose High School from 1" January 
2006 will be as follows; 

children enrolled in an associated primary school and who live in the 
delineated area, including any who previously could not be accommodated in 
the school and are on a waiting list, 

children who live outwith the delineated area but were enrolled in an 
associated primary school before the catchment area of St Ambrose High 
School was formally delineated in 1" January 2006, including any who 
previously could not be accommodated in the school and are on the waiting 
list, 

children who live outwith the school's delineated area but within the North 
Lanarkshire Council area in accordance with the following priorities: 

a) children with relevant medical conditions with supporting reasoned 
evidence provided by the family doctor and the community medicine 
specialist that it is in the interest of the child's health to attend the 
school 

b) children affected by other relevant factors, including but not restricted 
to, the curricular provision on offer, proximity to a parent's place of 
work, access to childcare arrangements, travel distance from home to 
school 

children who live outwith the North Lanarkshire Council area in accordance 
with the following priorities: 

a) children with relevant medical conditions with supporting reasoned 
evidence provided by a family doctor and the community medicine 
specialist that it is in the interest of the child's health to attend the 
school 

b) children affected by other relevant factors, including but not restricted 
to, the curricular provision on offer, proximity to a parent's place of 
work, access to childcare arrangements, travel distance from home to 
school 
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