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REPORT 

Ref: MON/RM/RM 

Purpose of Report 

The report provides members with details regarding the development of special school and 
unit provision for pupils with additional support needs since the inception of the council and 
looks ahead to their ongoing contribution within the forthcoming legislative enactment of the 
Additional Support for Learning Act. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that: i 

1 The Education Committee note the content of the report. 

2. Committee instruct the director to provide an update regarding proposals for any 
further developments in this area within the next 12-month period. 

Members wishing further information about this report should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01 236-81 2336 
John O’Keane, Head of Quality Development on 01236-812291 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

THE PROVISION OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS AND UNITS 

Report by Director 

1. Background 

1 .I At the beginning of the new council in 1996 North Lanarkshire Council had 15 special 
schools and units disaggregated from Strathclyde Region: 

Drumpark, Firpark and Glencrvan 

Schools for pupils aged 3-1 8 years with a range of moderate learning difficulties. 

Clvdeview and Deanbank 

Schools for primary-aged children with severe and complex difficulties. 

Red burn 

A school for pupils aged 3-18 years with severe and complex learning difficulties 

Bothwell park 

A school for secondary-aged pupils with severe and complex learning difficulties, co- 
located within the campus of Our Lady’s High Motherwell. 

Mavisban k 

A school for pupils aged 2-1 8 years with severe and profound learning difficulties. 

Autism Unit St Lucv’s Primary 

An autism-specific unit for primary-aged pupils. 

Autism Unit Cumbernauld Hiah 

An autism-specific unit for secondary-aged pupils. 

Hearina Impaired Unit Glencairn Primarv 

A unit for hearing impaired pupils of primary age whose impairment is too severe to be 
supported at local school level. 

Hearina Impaired Unit Dalziel Hiah 

A unit for hearing impaired pupils of secondary age whose impairment is too severe to 
be supported at local school level. 

Visual Impaired Unit Knowetop Primarv 

A unit for visually impaired pupils of secondary age whose impairment is too severe to 
be supported at local school level. 
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Pentland 

A school for primary-aged pupils with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties. 

W illowban k 

A school for secondary-aged pupils with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties 

2. Expansion of Provision undertaken by the council 

2.1 Over the intervening period, the council has shown a continued commitment to the 
development and expansion of its provision for pupils with additional support needs: 

Portland and Fallside: 

Schools for secondary-aged pupils with social, emotional, and behavioural difficulties. 

Castlehill Primarv and Petersburn Primarv: 

Autism-specific units for primary-aged pupils 

New Stevenston Primary, St Maraaret of Scotland Primarv. and St Timothv’s Primary: 

Integrated units for primary-aged pupils with language and communication difficulties. 

Brannock Hiah: 

Integrated unit for secondary-aged pupils with language and communication 
difficulties. 

Baird Memorial Primary: 

Unit for pre-5 children with additional support needs. 

Glencryan and Firpark Schools 

Creation of autism-specific group for secondary-aged pupils on the autistic spectrum 
but with additional learning difficulties. 

2.2 In addition, education and social work together are providing a co-ordinated package 
of full-time education and groupwork activities to secondary-aged pupils in Newpark. 

2.3 The expansion of provision highlighted above is testimony to the commitment of 
elected members both to making sure that pupils have provision appropriate to their 
needs and also to ensuring that parents have options of real quality available to them 
in discussing the needs of their child with the range of professionals involved. 

2.4 Over the time of the council, the council has created approximately 180 additional 
places. 

2.5 The number of special schools and units has increased over the intervening period 
from 15 to 25 (Deanbank School was closed due to falling numbers, the pupils 
relocated into other appropriate provision, and the building used to relocate Pentland 
School (for primary-aged pupils with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties) into 
more suitable premises. 
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3. The Future of Special Schools and Units 

3.1 Members will be aware that the status and future of special schools and units has 
been the subject of considerable discussion within the media. 

3.2 It has been suggested in some quarters that, with the legislative and political pressure 
to include more pupils with additional support needs in mainstream schools, there has 
been a hidden agenda to run down the special school system. 

3.3 This is far from the truth within the context of North Lanarkshire Council. All the 
evidence points to a sustained, co-ordinated, systematic growth of specialist provision 
both in relation to increased demand (e.g. autism) but also through a genuine 
professional and political desire to put the needs of children at the heart of decision- 
making and resource allocation. 

It is recommended that: 

1 The Education Committee note the content of the report. 

2. Committee instruct the director to provide an update regarding proposals for any 
further developments in this area within the next 12-month period. 
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