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education 

Results of the Consultation 

Summary 

This report details the results of the consultative process on the proposed amendments to the non- 
denominational primary and secondary education provision for the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate, 
Airdrie. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended to approve the proposals: 

0 that from ISt January 2006 the catchment area of Tollbrae Primary School be amended to 
exclude Brownsburn/Monklands Estate (as described in Appendix A section 2.1) and the 
catchment area of Petersburn be extended to include Brownsburn/Monklands Estate 

ii) that from 1" January 2006, all pupils from the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate who under the 
present arrangements would have enrolled at Tollbrae Primary School should instead enrol 
at Petersburn Primary School, except that in addition those pupils who have an older sibling 
in attendance at Tollbrae on an entitlement basis be given the same priority for admission 
to Tollbrae Primary School as pupils resident in the Tollbrae Primary School catchment 
area. 

iii) that from 1" January 2006 the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate be zoned only to Caldervale 
High School for non-denominational secondary education in accordance with the existing 
association between Petersburn Primary School and Caldervale High School. 

iv) that from 1" January 2006 all pupils from the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate who under the 
present arrangements had the option of attending Airdrie Academy of Caldervale High 
School for secondary education should instead transfer to Caldervale High School in 
accordance with the existing association between Petersburn Primary School and 
Caldervale High School, except that in addition those pupils who have an older sibling in 
attendance at Airdrie Academy on an entitlement basis be allowed to retain the existing 
option of transferring to either Caldervale High School or Airdrie Academy. 

Members wishing further information about the paper should contact: 

Michael O'Neill, Director of Education, on 01 236 81 2337 or, 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Education Provision, on 01236 812269. 
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BrownsburnlMonklands Estate, Airdrie : proposed rezoning for 
non-denominational primary education: Results of the Consultation 

Report by the Director of Education 

Background 

At its meeting on 3Ist  August 2005, the education committee approved the issue of a 
consultative document which proposed changes to the education provision for the 
Brownsburn/ Monklands Estate, Airdrie. That document is attached as appendix A. 

In summary the proposals were that the area be zoned to Dunrobin Primary School rather 
than Clarkston Primary School for non-denominational primary education. 

This report covers the outcome of the consultation on that document. 

The Consultation 

The proposal was advertised in the press and copies of the document were issued to 
interested parties, including parents, school boards, elected members, union and school 
staff. A public meeting was convened by the school board chair of Tollbrae Primary School 
to discuss the issues involved. Finally, written comments on the proposals were invited in 
terms of the Education (Publication and Consultation etc.) (Scotland) Regulations 1981. 

The Responses 

21 individual responses to the consultation were received. In addition 104 standard petition 
letters were received. The responses are listed in appendix B and are available for public 
reference in the education department. The main issues raised are summarised in this 
section. 

Petersburn Primary School Board 

The board offered its full support for the proposal. It also recommended further rezoning to 
Petersburn involving streets currently in the Dunrobin catchment area. 

Caldervale Hiqh School Board 

The board supported the proposal in principle but requested that the travel arrangements 
be given close consideration 

Monkland Glen Community Council 

The community council disagreed with the rezoning proposal and gave the following 
grounds : 

(1) the walking route to Petersburn Primary School across Carlisle Road is not a safe 
route 

(2) there are practical difficulties for parents associated with their children being zoned 
to two different primary schools 



(3) the historical link between the estate and Tollbrae Primary School will be broken 

(4) the removal of the entitlement to attend either Caldervale High School or Airdrie 
Academy will mean a reduction in parental choice. 

3.5 Individual Parents and Communitv Members 

18 separate responses were received, all opposing the rezoning proposal. In addition, two 
petition letters with 104 signatures also opposing the proposal were received. The main 
concerns raised were as follows: 

(1) the walking route to Petersburn Primary School is not safe. Increased crossing 
patrols or free transport will be required thereby cancelling any savings. 

(2) There are practical difficulties associated with siblings being zoned to both Tollbrae 
and Petersburn, for example travel arrangements, safety and supervision and 
disruption to existing provision for other siblings. In addition, the existing continuity 
for children at Tollbrae Nursery and then attending Tollbrae Primary School will be 
lost. 

(3) Practical difficulties are also associated with the removal of the Airdrie Academy or 
Caldervale High School choice for secondary provision. It would result in siblings 
attending different schools. 

4. The Issues 

4.1 The department's response to the main issues raised in the consultation is covered in the 
section. 

4.2 Safety of the walkina route 

The planning and environment department has been requested to review the safety of the 
walking route. If it is assessed as unsafe transport will be provided. Any recommendations 
on crossing patrols will be fully implemented. 

4.3 Difficulties associated with siblinas attendina different primaw schools 

The department acknowledges that the rezoning from January 2006 will oblige some 
children to attend Petersburn Primary School while older siblings continue at Tollbrae 
Primary School and that the practical difficulties, for example effective home-school liaison, 
travel arrangements and out of school care, are legitimate concerns. Therefore, it is 
proposed that children from the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate who register for primary 
education after Is' January be given the same priority for admission to Tollbrae on an 
entitlement basis. Those living in the designated catchment area if an older sibling is 
already in attendance. These pupils would be entitled to free transport in accordance with 
the council's policy 



4.4 Difficulties associated with siblincls attendins different secondarv schools 

The case for removing the option of attending either Caldervale High School or Airdrie 
Academy rests on ensuring the most effective primary secondary continuity and transition 
arrangements. However, the proposal that all pupils transfer to Caldervale High School will 
result in practical difficulties for those parents with children already attending Airdrie 
Academy. Therefore, in accordance with the principles in 4.3, it is proposed that the pupils 
from the Brownsburn/Monklands area should retain the right to choose between Caldervale 
High School or Airdrie Academy if an older sibling is already enrolled at Airdrie Academy on 
an entitlement basis. These pupils will be entitled to free transport in accordance with the 
Council's policy. 

4.5 The traditional links between BrownsburnlMonklands and Tollbrae Primary School/Airdrie 
Academy 

It is acknowledged that the rezoning will break the existing ties. However, these are not 
strongly established and some pupils from the estate have previously transferred to 
Caldervale High School. 

4.6 The reduction in parent choice in school selection 

It is not accepted that parental choice will be reduced with the rezoning proposal. As 
outlined in 4.3 and 4.4 some parents will retain access to the existing arrangements. Other 
parents will have the right to make a placing request to schools other than Petersburn 
Primary School and Caldervale High School. 

4.7 Attendance at Tollbrae Nursery Class 

Children are not enrolled in nursery education on a catchment area basis and the Tollbrae 
Nursery is not formally linked with the school. Therefore, the department does not accept 
that the rezoning will undermine educational continuity 

5 Conclusion 

5.1 The arrangements against the proposals raised in the consultation responses are not 
considered to undermine the case made in the document (appendix A). Therefore, the 
department considers that the proposals should be implemented, but in response to the 
views expressed, two significant amendments are proposed. Firstly, those parents with 
children already in attendance at Tollbrae Primary School have presented legitimate 
concerns about the difficulties associated with siblings at two primary schools and therefore 
it is proposed that they should be given the right, within certain limits, to enrol younger 
siblings at Tollbrae if they so wish. Secondly, on the same grounds it is proposed that 
parents with children already enrolled at Airdrie Academy retain the right, within certain 
limits, to place their younger siblings in either Airdrie Academy or Caldervale High School. 

6 Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended to approve the proposals: 

i> that from 1'' January 2006 the catchment area of Tollbrae Primary School be amended to 
exclude Brownsburn/Monklands Estate (as described in Appendix A section 2.1) and the 
catchment area of Petersburn be extended to include Brownsburn/Monklands Estate. 



ii) that from 1'' January 2006, all pupils from the BrownsburnlMonklands Estate who under the 
present arrangements would have enrolled at Tollbrae Primary School should instead enrol 
at Petersburn Primary School, except that in addition those pupils who have an older sibling 
in attendance at Tollbrae on an entitlement basis be given the same priority for admission 
to Tollbrae Primary School as pupils resident in the Tollbrae Primary School catchment 
area. 

iii) that from 1" January 2006 the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate be zoned only to Caldervale 
High School for non-denominational secondary education in accordance with the existing 
association between Petersburn Primary School and Caldervale High School. 

that from 1'' January 2006 all pupils from the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate who under the 
present arrangements had the option of attending Airdrie Academy of Caldervale High 
School for secondary education should instead transfer to Caldervale High School in 
accordance with the existing association between Petersburn Primary School and 
Caldervale High School, except that in addition those pupils who have an older sibling in 
attendance at Airdrie Academy on an entitlement basis be allowed to retain the existing 
option of transferring to either Caldervale High School or Airdrie Academy. 

iv) 



THIS IS-A CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

APPENDIX A 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

BROWNSBURN/MONKLANDS ESTATE, AIRDRIE: PROPOSED 
REZONING FOR NON-DENOMINATIONAL EDUCATION 

This document has been issued by the Education Committee of North Lanarkshire Council 
for consultation in terms of the Education (Public and Consultation etc)(Scotland) 

Regulations 1981 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

BROWNSBURN/MONKLANDS ESTATE, AIRDRIE: PROPOSED NON- 
DENOMINATIONAL EDUCATION 

BACKGROUND 

The Brownsbum/Monklands Estate is an outlying housing estate in Airdrie south 
(appendix 1). For non-denominational primary education it is zoned to Tollbrae 
Primary School although the closer school is Petersburn Primary School. The 
catchment areas of these schools are shown in appendix 2 and 3. 

For secondary education, the current arrangements give pupils from the area the 
option of attending Airdrie Academy or Caldervale High School. 

Transport to Tollbrae Primary School and Airdrie Academy is provided by the 
authority. 

In 2004, 38 pupils from the estate attended Tollbrae Primary School. 

PROPOSED REZONING 

The proposal in this committee paper is that the Brownsbum/Monklands Estate 
should be rezoned from Tollbrae Primary School to Petersbum Primary School for 
nondenominational primary education with effect from 1' January 2006. In 
addition, it is proposed that the option of attending either Airdrie Academy or 
Caldervale High School should be withdrawn with effect from Is' January 2006. 
Instead, the normal arrangement of transfer to Caldervale High School for the 
pupils at Petersburn Primary School will also apply to the pupils from the 
Brownsburn/Monklands estate. 

The reasons for the proposal are as follows: 

(1) geoaraDhica1 Droximity: Petersburn Primary School is the nearer non- 
denominational primary school. Rezoning to Petersburn will reduce both 
walking and vehicle travelling time to school 

(2) educational considerations: the formal association of Tollbrae Primary 
School with two secondaries is educationally undesirable. The planning of 
primary-secondary transition is more challenging and effective curricular 
continuity is more difficult to establish 

(3) financial considerations: the proposal would enable the authority to make 
more effective use of resources. The number of empty places at 
Petersburn would be reduced. The cost of school transport would be  
reduced, even if the authority continued to provide free transport for the 
pupils. 
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3 IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSALS 

3.1 Attendance afiollbrae Primarv School: the proposal date of implementation is lST 
January 2006. However children from the area already in attendance at Tollbrae 
Primary School will be able to continue their education at the school until the end of 
primary 7. The existing transport arrangements will be continued. Parents from 
the area wishing their children to enrol1 at Tollbrae Primary School after I st January 
2006 will be required to submit a placing request. Requests will be considered in 
accordance with the authority's admission to schools arrangements. 

Capacity 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 
Range 
222-244 132 171 163 146 144 
321 -342 345 294 265 256 244 

3.2 Attendance at Petersbum Prirnarv School: after 1'' January 2006 all new children 
from the area enrolling for nondenominational primary education will be expected 
to attend Petersburn Primary School. Transport will be provided in accordance 
with the council's policy; free transport for those living more than 1 mile from the 
zoned school or for whom the walking route does not meet the council's safety 
criteria. The walking route to Petersbum Primary School will be assessed before 
the proposals are implemented. 

3.3 Attendance at Airdrie Academv and Caldervale Hiah School: the secondary school 
provision, including transport, for those pupils from the Brownsbum/Monklands 
Estate already attending Airdrie Academy will not be  affected by these proposals. 
After Is' January 2006 it is proposed that the option of attendance at either school 
be withdrawn. Instead the Brownsburn/Monklands Estate pupils will be expected 
to transfer to Caldervale High School. Those parents who wish their children to 
attend Airdrie Academy will be required to submit a placing request. Requests will 
be considered in accordance with the authority's admission to schools policy. 

3.4 Impact on school rolls: these proposals will have a very small impact on the roll of 
the schools affected. Adequate accommodation is available to cope with any 
increase. The table below shows the projected rolls for the schools. These take 
account of the proposals, all known housing developments and the existing placing 
requests. In the case of Tollbrae Primary School, placing requests comprise 25% 
of the current roll. 

... 

The council is also currently consulting on the closure of Albert Primary School. If 
the proposal is implemented it will impact on the roll of Tollbrae Primary School. 
However this eiement is not included in the projected roll shown for the  school. 

3.5 Staffing: the allocation of teachers to schools is based on pupil numbers. The 
allocation to each school will be adjusted to reflect roll changes. 



4. NEXT STEPS 

4.1 At its meeting-on 31'August 2005 the education committee agreed to i s sue  this 
document for formal consultation. The proposals which form the basis of this 
consultation a re  included in appendix 4. A full explanation has been given in this 
document. 

4.2 It is very important to emphasise that the education committee has not taken a final 
decision on these proposals. This will happen at its meeting on 2nd November 

' 2005. 

4.3 All interested parties are invited to send their views on the proposals to Murdo 
Maciver, Head of Service, Municipal Buildings, Kildonan Street, Coatbridge no later 
than 4* October 2005. Alternatively, comments can be submitted to the North 
Lanarkshire Council website a t  www.northlan.gov.uk. These views will b e  taken 
into account by the education committee in deciding on the proposals. 
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APPENDIX 4 

Proposals approved by the education committee for consultation 

from lST January 2006 the catchment area of Tollbrae Primary school be 
amended to exdude Brownsbum/Monklands Estate and the catchment 
area of Petersbum be extended to include Brownsbum/Monklands Estate 

from IST January 2006 all pupils from the Brownsbum/Monklands estate 
who under the present arrangements would have enrolled at Tollbrae 
Primary School should instead enrol1 at Petersburn Primary School 

from 1' January 2006 the Brownsbum/Monklands Estate be zoned only to 
Caldervale High School for non-denominational secondary education in 
accordance with the existing association between Petersbum Primary 
School and Caldervale High School 

from 1'' January 2006 all pupils from the BrownsburdMonkIands Estate 
who under the present arrangements had the option of attending Airdrie 
Academy or Caldervale High School for secondary education should 
instead transfer to Caldervale High School in accordance with the existing 
association between Petersburn Primary School and Caldervale High 
School 
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PROPOSED REZONING OF BROWNSBURNlMONKLANDS ESTATE 

LIST OF RESPONSES 

Name/Address 

Mrs Agnes Montgomery, School Board Chairperson, Petersburn Primary School 
Board, Petersburn Road, Airdrie 

Aileen Stewart, School Board Chairperson, Caldervale High School Board, Towers 
Road, Airdrie 

Mr lan Simpson, 52 Monks Road, Airdrie 

Mr J Innes, 9 Cloister Avenue, Airdrie 

Mrs I Callum, 1 Friars Way, Airdrie 

Ms Alison Dalziel, 30 Monks Road, Monklands Estate, Airdrie 

Mr lan Simpson, 52 Monks Road, Airdrie 

Mr George McGarry, 9 St Davids Drive, Airdrie 

Ms Jessie McGarry, 9 St Davids Drive, Airdrie 

Dr I A Glen, 21 Monks Road, Airdrie 

Mrs Lynn Stewart, 56 Monks Road, Airdrie 

Mrs Gail Espie, 4 Woodlea Avenue, Monks Glen, Airdrie 

Mr Alan White, 66 Connor Street, Airdrie 

Mr Gordon MacNeil, 59 Monks Road, Airdrie 

Mrs Gillian MacNeil, 59 Monks Road, Airdrie 

Mrs Agnes MacNeil, 2b Oakbank Street, Airdrie 

Ms Yvonne Wright, 16 Glenwood Avenue, Monksglen Estate, Airdrie 

Mrs Eleanor Arthur, 14 Woodvale Avenue, Airdrie 

Mrs Lesley Watt, 23 Monks Road, Airdrie 

D Espie, 4 Woodlea Avenue, Monks Glen, Airdrie 

Monkland School Bus Representative, Address Unknown 

Petition Letter - 104 


