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Summary 

This report deals with the results of the consultation on the proposed closure of Albert Primary 
School, Airdrie. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended to approve the proposals that: 

the provision of education at Albert Primary School be discontinued at the end of school 
session 2005/06. 

the catchment areas of Chapelside Primary, Clarkston Primary and Tollbrae Primary be 
amended from the end of school session 2005106 as described in section 2.2 of the 
consultation document (Appendix A). 

the pupils in attendance at Albert Primary School on the date that the provision is 
discontinued at that school should transfer to Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston 
Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment 
areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation document (Appendix A). 

the pupils who under the present arrangements would have enrolled at Albert Primary 
School should instead enrol at Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston Primary School or 
Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment areas as described in 
section 2.2 of the consultation document (Appendix A). 

Members wishing further information about the paper should contact: 

1 

.̂ A- 
Michael O'Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337 or, 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Education Provision, on 01236 812269. 



North Lanarkshire Council : Department of Education 

Proposed closure of Albert Primary School : Results of the Consultation 

Report by the director of education 

I. BACKGROUND 

1.1 At its meeting on 31'' August 2005 the education committee approved the issue of a 
consultative document which proposed the closure of Albert Primary School in June 2006 
and the rezoning of the catchment to Tollbrae, Clarkston and Chapelside Primary 
Schools. The consultation document is attached as Appendix A. 

1.2 This report covers the outcome of the consultation process and makes recommendations 
for the way forward. 

2. THE CONSULTATION 

2.1 The department consulted the communities affected by the proposed re-zoning 
arrangements. The proposals were advertised in the press and copies of the documents 
were issued to interested parties, including parents, school boards, elected members, 
union and school staff. A public meeting was convened to answer questions on the 
proposals. Written comments on the proposals were invited in terms of the Education 
(Publication and Consultation etc.) (Scotland) Regulations 1981. 

2.2 All the submissions are available for public reference in the Education Department. 

3. THE RESPONSES 

3.1 92 responses to the consultative document were received. The majority (87) were from 
individual people. Representative bodies and elected members who made submissions 
included the Albert PTA, the Presbytery of Hamilton, Councillor Stocks, and Margaret 
Mitchell MSP and Alex Neil, MSP. A full list of respondents is included in Appendix B. 

3.2 The main issues raised in the responses are summarised in the section of the report. In 
addition, the responses are available for public reference in the education department. 

3.3 Albert Primarv PTA 

The president highlighted the significant contribution of the PTA to the school. He claimed 
that the fabric and suitability of the school are the second best in the authority. He 
suggested that the closure has not been adequately planned and will deny parents the 
choice to which they are entitled under the parents' charter. 

3.4 Councillor David Stocks 

Councillor Stocks argued that the closure proposal had proceeded too quickly, that it 
should be reconsidered in the context of other on-going consultations and questioned the 
statistics which supported the case for closure. He doubted whether the savings 
associated with closure would enhance the rest of the school estate. He highlighted the 
effectiveness of the school, and referred to the popularity of the school and the high 
quality provision made for special needs pupils. 



3.5 Marqaret Mitchell, MSP 

Ms Mitchell argued against closure on the grounds that the school has an excellent 
reputation as reflected by the high number of placing requests. She considered that the 
timescale for consultation was inadequate and that the pressure on places at Tollbrae and 
Clarkston primary schools would reduce parental choice. She felt that the financial 
savings would not compensate for the loss of the school. 

3.6 Alex Neil, MSP 

Mr Neil objected to the closure on a number of grounds. He criticised the consultation 
process and he considered that the period for consultation was too short and suggested 
an extension to 3 months. He suggested that more details should be given to support the 
proposals, including the prioritisation for spending across the school estate. He stated 
that closure will be detrimental to parental choice, particularly given the popularity of both 
Clarkston and Tollbrae, and he suggested that alternative strategies other than closure 
should have been explored. Finally, he emphasised that class sizes would be affected by 
the transfer of Albert pupils to other schools. 

3.7 Presbytew of Hamilton 

On behalf of the presbytery, Rev Paterson recorded reservations about the proposals on 
the grounds that the aspirations of parents would be affected. He also expressed 
concerns about the siting of the new Clarkston Primary. In a separate submission, Rev 
Currie argued against closure and highlighted the high quality of the teaching staff and the 
learning experience for pupils. 

3.8 Individual parents and community members 

The submissions from individuals represented a wide range of interests and, included 
parents, ex-parents, former pupils and staff, and friends of the school in the local and 
wider community. They argued unanimously against closure. The issues raised are listed 
below. They are broadly similar to those from representative interests summarised in 
paragraphs 3.3 - 3.7. 

(1) quality of education provision: Albert provides a high quality education, 
particularly for pupils with special needs. The school provides unique features, 
including small classes and a safe and secure environment. 

(2) disruption to education: The closure will require pupils to move to other schools 
resulting in the break-up of the school community and damage to educational 
continuity. 

(3) provision in other schools : Some responses were critical of other schools, 
suggesting that they would not provide the same quality of education and support 
for pupils. There were concerns about larger class sizes and their overall 
capacity. 

(4) loss to the community : Albert Primary has a long history in the community. 
Closure will mean the loss of a local landmark and community facility. 

(5) financial considerations should not feature in the decision making. 

(6) the choice of school available to parents will be reduced. 



the consultation process was inadequate and more time should have been 
allowed. 

(7) 

4 DISCUSSION OF THE ISSUES 

4.1 The responses to the consultation emphasise the loyalty of the parent community to Albert 
Primary School. They appreciate the strong education provision, the care and 
commitment of the staff, the small size of the school and the nature of the local 
community. The department acknowledges these strengths but it must also take a wider 
perspective, balancing local considerations against the wider interest of the education 
service. 

4.2 Consultation procedures 

The department does not accept that the consultation was inadequate. The procedures, 
including the timescale, the issue of a consultative paper explaining the rationale for 
closure, and the contribution to meetings, were more extensive than required by the legal 
requirements. In addition, the school community has been aware for a considerable 
period that the authority intended to review education provision in Airdrie and that the 
proposals would include the closure of Albert Primary School. 

4.3 Quality of education provision 

The department acknowledges that Albert Primary makes very effective provision for all its 
pupils, including those with special needs. However, it does not accept that the learning 
and teaching in the local schools earmarked to receive pupils from Albert is in any way 
inferior. Indeed, external HMlE evidence is available to substantiate this assessment. All 
schools in North Lanarkshire give particular emphasis to social inclusion issues and the 
resources required to meet the various needs of all pupils are made available. The 
facilities available in the receiving schools are more extensive than those at Albert and 
therefore a wider range of activities are available. 

4.4 Disruption to education 

It is acknowledged that the closure of Albert and the transfer of pupils to other schools will 
disrupt educational continuity and the relationships which have been established. As a 
result, if closure is approved, additional staffing will be allocated to each receiving zoned 
school and particular attention will be given to the care, welfare, and educational needs of 
all the new pupils. From previous closures, the evidence is that disruption is very short- 
lived and that parental concerns quickly disappear. HMlE reports on amalgamated 
schools in Cumbernauld have highlighted very effective education provision. 

4.5 Loss to the community 

The attachment of the local community and former pupils to the school is acknowledged. 
Accommodation will be available locally for community groups displaced by the closure of 
Albert. 

4.6 Financial considerations 

The department believes that the financial case for closure is a strong one. The number 
of empty primary schools places in the local area would be reduced and better use would 
be made of the available resources. More important, the wider pupil community would 
benefit because the f200,OOO annual saving and the future capital spending on Albert 
would be invested in improving other buildings. 



5 CONCLUSION 

5.1 The education department has carefully considered the views expressed in the 
consultation. It acknowledges both the parental commitment to Albert Primary and the 
short-term difficulties which would be associated with the closure of the school. It also 
acknowledged that the school has made effective provision for pupils for a long number 
of years. However, based on previous experience it is considered that the longer term 
and wider benefits of closure outweigh the disadvantages. The department is confident 
that pupils from Albert would quickly settle into new schools, that any disruption would be 
short term and that they will benefit from the enhanced facilities and high quality 
education provision available in the receiving schools. Finally, the wider education 
community would benefit from the closure because the savings released would be 
reinvested in upgrading other schools. 

5.2 Therefore, it is recommended that the proposals made in the consultative document be 
implemented. 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The education committee is recommended to approve the proposals that: 

the provision of education at Albert Primary School be discontinued at the end of school 
session 2005106. 

the catchment areas of Chapelside Primary, Clarkston Primary and Tollbrae Primary be 
amended from the end of school session 2005/06 as described in section 2.2 of the 
cons u It at i o n document (Append ix A). 

the pupils in attendance at Albert Primary School on the date that the provision is 
discontinued at that school should transfer to Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston 
Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment 
areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation document (Appendix A). 

the pupils who under the present arrangements would have enrolled at Albert Primary 
School should instead enrol at Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston Primary School 
or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment areas as described 
in section 2.2 of the consultation document (Appendix A). 



APPENDIX A 

THIS IS A 
CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

PROPOSED CLOSURE OF ALBERT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

This document has been issued by the Education Committee of North Lanarkshire Council for 
consultation in terms of the Education (Publication and Consultation etc) (Scotland) 

Regulations 198 1 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Proposed Closure of Albert Primary School 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Albert Primary School was opened in 1927 and is located on North Biggar Road, 
Airdrie (appendix 1). The catchment area is also shown in appendix 1. It is a two- 
storey building of traditional sandstone and brick construction. The recent condition 
survey indicated that f500,OOO is required to repair the fabric to an acceptable 
standard. The site is very restricted and playground and parking facilities are 
inadequate. Parents have expressed concerns about the possible dangers 
associated with the road junction adjacent to the school. 

1.2 The accommodation and facilities are also partly unsuitable for the demands of the 
modern curriculum. Six classrooms are located on the upper floor and are not fully 
accessible. There is no provision for external physical education. The design of the 
classrooms makes flexible use of the accommodation difficult, for example team 
teaching across the stages. 

1.3 The school roll in September 2004 was 131 but only 53 of these pupils lived in the 
school catchment area. The placing requests were mainly from Chapelside PS, 
Clarkston PS and Tollbrae PS. The current capacity of the school accommodation is 
172 places but a large part of the building has already been reallocated to community 
education to make use of empty rooms. 

2. Proposed closure 

2.1 The proposal in this document is that Albert PS be closed at the end of session 
2005/06. The reason for the proposal are the following: 

(1) the educational provision which can be made at the school is restricted by the 
inadequacies of the building, accommodation and facilities. Wider provision 
can be made in other adjacent schools. 

(2) the school is not cost effective. Fewer than 60 of the pupils attending that 
school live in the designated catchment area and there is alternative non- 
denominational primary provision within easy access. 

(3) The closure of the school would release resources which could be used to 
improve the rest of the school estate. 

2.2 Rezoning proposals 

It is proposed that the existing catchment area of the school be rezoned as follows: 

(1) to Tollbrae PS (area A). The boundaries of the area are enclosed by and 
including the south sides of Drumbathie Road, Flowerhill Street and Hallcraig 
Street, the west side of Motherwell Street, the north side of Clark Street and 
Graham Street and the east side of Bank Street. 

(2) to Chapelside PS (area B). The boundaries of the area are enclosed by and 
including the south sides of Black Street and Aitken Street, the west side of 



3. 

3.1 

3.2 

Tollbrae PS 

Motherwell Street, the north side of Drumbathie Road and the east side of 
Bore Road. 

to Clarkston PS (area C). The boundaries of the area are enclosed by and 
including all of the Albert Primary School catchment area east of Motherwell 
Street and including the east side of Motherwell Street. 

(3) 

These areas are shown in appendix 2. 

Implications of the proposals 

Rolls and capacities 

The school rolls and capacities for the schools affected are detailed in table 1 below. 
These are based on the assumptions that the proposals will be implemented and 
include all current placing requests. 

Table1 : rolls and capacities 

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 

321 -342 345 333 297 279 267 

1 School I Capacity Range I Rolls 
I I 

Chapelside PS 

Clarkston PS 

428-447 254 227 214 186 189 
294-297 (existing) 353 339 314 289 267 

School Roll 

Clarkston PS 353 
Tollbrae PS 345 

1 300-330 (new) 

Placing requests 

number % of roll 

88 25% 
86 25% 

In the case of Clarkston and Tollbrae the rolls are substantially inflated by placing 
requests. The net contribution of placing requests in 2004 is shown in table 2 

Table 2: placing requests 

The 2006 projected rolls in table 1 include known placing requests and do not take 
account of other proposed changes to the catchment areas of Tollbrae and Clarkston 
primary schools. If implemented these will reduce the rolls at both schools. 

Transport to school 

Pupils resident in the Albert Primary School catchment area enrolling at Clarkston, 
Chapelside and Tollbrae may be entitled to transport in accordance with the council’s 
policy. It provides free transport to those pupils living more than 1 mile from their 
zoned school or where a safe walking route is not available. The department will 
arrange for an assessment of the walking route to the receiving schools and 
appropriate road crossing patrols will be established if considered necessary. 



3.3 Staffing 

Chapelside Primary School 
Tollbrae Primary School 

The closure of Albert Primary School will have implications for all staff currently 
employed at the school. This includes both education and community services staff. 
Individuals will be consulted about their future and their particular wishes will be taken 
into account where possible. The appropriate trade union will also be consulted. 

1 .O FTE 
1.0 FTE 

The allocation of teaching staff to two of the receiving schools will be adjusted to 
reflect roll changes. In addition, they will benefit from a temporary staffing 
enhancement for 2 years as shown in table 3. 

Table 3: teacher staffing enhancement 

3.4 Secondary Education 

The current zoning arrangement for secondary education is that pupils attending 
Tollbrae Primary School and Chapelside Primary School transfer to Airdrie Academy 
and pupils attending Clarkston Primary School transfer to Caldervale High School. 
Parents who wish their children to attend an alternative school will require to submit a 
placing request for their preferred school. 

3.5 Class sizes 

The class sizes in the receiving schools will not necessarily be affected by the 
increased rolls. Individual class sizes are decided by the head teacher and take 
account of a range of factors, including staff deployment, school policies and pupil 
numbers at each stage. 

3.6 Future use of the building 

The education department will declare the building surplus to its requirements should 
the closure be approved. Thereafter, a decision will be taken on its future use or 
disposal. Some of the accommodation in the Albert Primary School building has 
been allocated to community education as officer space. Alternative arrangements 
for the displaced function will be made in the local area. 

3.7 Pupils attending Albert Primary School by placing request 

There are two options for pupils currently attending Albert Primary School by placing 
request. Firstly, they can enrol in their zoned school. Secondly, they can submit a 
further placing request for an alternative school. The parents of these pupils will be 
given the opportunity to discuss their preference with education department staff. 



4. NEXT STEPS 

4.1 At its meeting on 31" August 2005 the education committee agreed to issue this 
document for formal consultation. The proposals which form the basis of this 
consultation are included in appendix 3. A full explanation has been given in this 
document. 

4.2 It is very important to emphasise that the education committee has not taken a final 
decision on the proposals. This will happen at its meeting on 2nd November 2005. 

4.3 All interested parties are invited to send their views on the proposals to Murdo 
Maciver, Head of Service, Education Department, Municipal Buildings, Kildonan 
Street, Coatbridge no later than 4th October 2005. Alternatively comments can be 
submitted to the North Lanarkshire Council website at www.northlan.aov.uk. These 
views will be taken into account by the education committee in deciding on the 
proposals. 

http://www.northlan.aov.uk
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APPENDIX 3 

Proposals approved by the education committee for consultation 

i) The provision of education at Albert Primary School be discontinued at the end of 
school session 2005406 

ii) The catchment areas of Chapelside Primary, Clarkston Primary and Tollbrae Primary 
be amended from the end of school session 2005106 as described in section 2.2 of 
the consultation document 

iii) The pupils in attendance at Albert Primary School on the date that the provision is 
discontinued at that school should transfer to Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston 
Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment 
areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation document 

iv) The pupils who under the present arrangements would have enrolled at Albert 
Primary School should instead enrol at Chapelside Primary School or Clarkston 
Primary School or Tollbrae Primary School in accordance with the revised catchment 
areas as described in section 2.2 of the consultation document 



Appendix B 

No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

PROPOSED CLOSURE OF ALBERT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LIST OF RESPONSES 

NamelAdd ress 

Councillor David Stocks, PO Box 14, Civic Centre, Motherwell 

Mr W Cook, Albert Primary PTA, Cedarhill Cottage, Bore Road, Airdrie 

Ms Margaret Mitchell, MSP, Constituency Office, 104 Cadzow Street, Hamilton 

Mr Alex Neil, MSP, Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh 

Reverend S J Paterson, Presbytery Clear, The Church of Scotland, Presbytery Office, 
18 Haddow Street, Hamilton 

Reverend Margaret Currie, St Columba’s, 52 Kennedy Drive, Airdrie 

Ms Elaine Scott, 45 Kelvin Drive, Airdrie 

Ms Ruth Baxter, Address Unknown 

Mrs L Welsh, 77 Clark Street, Airdrie 

Ms C Calder, Ruthven Bank, 52 Victoria Place, Airdrie 

Mr & Mrs C Wilson, 3 Blackcrofy Terrace, Salsburgh, Shotts 

Mrs I Greenway, Lochhill Cottage, Easter Moffat, Airdrie 

Mrs K Mcllduff, 53 e Flowerhill Street, Airdrie 

Ms L Henderson, 2 e Parkhead Lane, Airdrie 

Mr G Mcllduff, 34 Annieshill View, Plains, Airdrie 

Mr D McLean, 61 Henderson Street, Airdrie 

Mrs S O’Neill, 54 Lingley Avenue, Airdrie 

Mr J Bryce, 20 Old Union Street, Airdrie 

Miss Henderson, 138 c Clark Street, Airdrie 

Mrs McGuire, 3 Farm Cottages, Hyndshaw Road, Bogside 

Mr S Dobson, 229 a Telford Road, Edinburgh 

Mr G Thomson, 40 Hillhead Drive, Gartlea, Airdrie 



23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

Ms M Mackenzie, 33 Strain Crescent, Airdrie 

Mrs E Wilson, 4 Drumbathie Terrace, Airdrie 

Ms L Wilson, 4 Drumbathie Terrace, Airdrie 

Mr G Wilson, 27 Lauder Gardens, Carnbroe, Coatbridge 

Mr J Dunlop, 2 Drunbathie Terrace, Airdrie 

Mr & Mrs McCabe, Unknown address 

Ms J Purdie, 51 Glendale Avenue, Airdrie 

Ms L Shields, 58E Kirkness Street, Airdrie 

Mr & Mrs J Meechan, 13 Waverley Drive, Airdrie 

Ms S Mitchell, 22 Knox Street, Airdrie 

Mr Mitchell, 22 Knox Street, Airdrie 

Ms C McGlone, 5 Hillside Crescent, Coatbridge 

Mr & Mrs Rodger, 15 Aitken Street, Airdrie 

Ms Kennedy, 7 Glenwood Avenue, Airdrie 

Resident of 66 Thrashbush Road, Airdrie 

Mrs Lochhead, 54 Baird Avenue, Airdrie 

Mrs Robertson, 14 Glenavan Drive, Airdrie 

Ms L Dobson, 4 Colston Row, Airdrie 

Mr S Clelland, Unknown address 

Master E Speirs, 14 Laurieston Crescent, Chapelhall, Airdrie 

Ms M Clelland, Dunsmore, North Biggar Road, Airdrie 

Ms C Prunty, Unknown address 

Mrs D Love, 9 Thistle Quadrant, Airdrie 

Mr J Robertson, 14 Glenavon Drive, Chapelhall, Airdrie 

Mrs E Speirs, 14 Laurieston Crescent, Chapelhall, Airdrie 

Mrs P Dolan, 26 Springholm Drive, Airdrie 

Ms M Dempsey, 3 Wheatholm Crescent, Airdrie 

Mr & Mrs Thomson, Hillswick, 5 Albert Place, Airdrie 

Mr R Dalziel, Abbeyfield House, 1 Colston Road, Airdrie 



52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

Ms M Orr, 4 Golfhill Quadrant, Airdrie 

Ms P Goodheir, 16 Woodlands Drive, Coatbridge 

Ms JK Weiford, 418 Corberry Drive, Summer, USA 

Ms A French, 9 Glebe Crescent, Airdrie 

Ms A McNeil, 17 Ferguson Way, Airdrie 

Mrs M Golf, 98 Monkland Street, Airdrie 

Ms E Large, 27 Northcote Avenue, Aberdeen 

Mrs M Morrison, 22 Nicol Street, Airdrie 

Ms A Brown, 3 Thistle Quadrant, Airdrie 

Mrs K McKelvie, 5 Moorpark Avenue, Airdrie 

MS M Pendrey, 37 Manitoba Crescent, East Kilbride 

Mr R Ferguson, 90 Old Glasgow Road, Uddingston 

Mr R Mair, 24 Springholm Drive, Airdrie 

Mrs J Murray, 8 Hamilton Drive, Airdrie 

Miss P Brown, 40 Kelvin Drive, Airdrie 

Miss N Brown, 21 Waveriey Drive, Airdrie 

Ms K Amold, East Brownlea Cottage, Law 

Ms L Smith, 45-21 Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, New York, USA 

Ms C Stewart, 77 Kelvin Drive, Airdrie 

R Thomson, 45 Flowerhill Street, Airdrie 

Mr B Ewart, 94 Kirkness Street, Airdrie 

Mr J Francis, 9 Elm Quadrant, Craigneuk, Airdrie 

Mr D Henderson, 3 Moffat Road, Airdrie 

Mr M Baxter, 83 Hamilton Drive, Rawyards, Airdrie 

Ms J Baxter, 43 Hamilton Drive, Airdrie 

Ms S MacDonald, 6 Reid Street, Airdrie 

Mrs R McGuire, 41 North Calder Drive, Airdrie 

Mrs L McGregor, 4 e Naylor Lane, Flowerhill, Airdrie 



80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

Ms I Nisbet, 29 Burleigh Street, Shawhead, Coatbridge 

Mrs J McCurle, 9 Petersburn Place, Airdrie 

Mr W Fisher, 1 13 Ellismuir Street, Coatbridge 

Mr J Brown, Unknown address 

Mr & Mrs McHutchison, 15 Davidson Street, Coatbridge 

Mr C Meechan, 79 Kelvin Drive, Airdrie 

Mrs Meechan, 79 Kelvin Drive, Airdrie 

Mrs M Fisher, 113 Ellismuir Street, Coatbridge 

Master & Ms Cook, Cedarhill Cottage, Bore Road, Airdrie 

Ms M McElroy, 89 South Biggar Road, Airdrie 

Ms L Henderson, 2 e Parkhead Lane, Airdrie 

Ms H Robertson, 12 Blades Court, Gartcosh, Glasgow 

Ms R Williamson, Paediatric Co-ordination, Speech & Language Unit, Adam Avenue 
Clinic, South Nimo Street, Airdrie 


