
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: Education Committee 

From: Director of Education 

Date: 10 January, 2006 

REPORT 

Subject: 

Decant of St Kevin’s Primary School, 
Bargeddie: Result of the 
Consultation 

Ref: MONlNR 

Purpose of Report 

This report covers the result of the consultation on the temporary decant of St Kevin’s 
Primary School, Bargeddie 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended to approve the proposal; 

( I )  that in April 2006 or such earlier or later date as may be determined by the 
implementation of the PPP construction programme, St Kevin’s Primary be 
relocated on a temporary basis to the site of the former St James’ Primary, 
Coatbridge pending the completion of the new joint campus in Bargeddie 

Members wishing further information please contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01 236 81 2336 or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Service on 01236 812269 



NORTH LANRKSHIRE COUNCIL - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

DECANT OF ST KEVIN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, BARGEDDIE: RESULT OF THE 
CONS U LTATl 0 N 

Report by the Director 

1. I NTROD UCTlON 

1 .I In November 2005 the education committee approved the issue of a consultation 
paper on the temporary relocation of St Kevin’s Primary School to the St James’ 
building in Coatbridge. The reason for the decant is to allow the building of the St 
KevinWBargeddie new primary schools on the existing site. A copy of the 
consultation paper is attached as appendix A. 

1.2 This report covers the outcome of the consultation and makes recommendations 
on the action to be taken. 

2. THE CONSULTATION 

2.1 The proposals were advertised in the press and copies of the documents were 
issued to interested parties, including parents, school boards, elected members, 
union and school staff. Written comments on the proposals were invited in terms 
of the Education (Publication and Consultation etc) (Scotland) Regulations 1981. 

2.2 All submissions are available for public reference in the education department. 

3. THE RESPONSES 

3.1 Ten written responses to the consultation were received. These are listed in 
appendix B. In addition, a petition with 39 individual signatures and 19 petition 
letters were submitted. The main issues raised are summarised in this section. 

3.2 Head Teacher, St Kevin’s Primary School 

The head teacher raised the following concerns on behalf of the staff: 

(i) 

(ii) 
(iii) 

some parents may opt to send their children to Bargeddie Primary School 
to avoid the disruption, thereby undermining the viability of St Kevin’s. 
the safety of pupils on buses, particularly if no escorts are provided 
the support on the journey to school for pupils with additional needs 

The majority of the staff preferred that the school be relocated in Bargeddie village 
during the rebuild. However the head teacher did not share this view. 



3.3 St Kevin’s School Board 

The school board highlighted the following concerns about the decant to St James’: 

( i )  the disruption to school activities and the stress for pupils. In particular, 
the board referred to church-based activities, the parental involvement, 
school board and PTA activities, extra-curricular clubs and events and the 
breakfast service. 

(ii) the loss of a venue for community activities 

(iii) difficulties associated with travel to school including coping with late 
coming, inclement weather, early dismissal in case of sickness and 
congestion at the village pick-up point. 

The board preferred the building of a temporary hutted school on a vacant site in 
the village. 

3.4 Rev Dominic Quinn, St Kevin’s parish 

Father Quinn argued that the decant proposed is unacceptable because of the 
extended disruption to pupil education, the loss of existing education and social 
opportunities, the break in the tie to the parish and the greater safety risks 
associated with the journey to St James’, Coatbridge. He supported the building 
of a temporary school in the village. 

3.5 Individual Parents 

Letters from 5 individual parents asked for clarification of travel related issues 
including the provision of bus escorts, drop-off and pick-up arrangements, coping 
with early dismissal in the case of illness and the continuation of extra-curricular 
activities and the breakfast service. 

3.6 Petitions 

The petition was against pupils being transported out of the village but did not 
include an alternative option. The petition letters were also against the decant 
proposal and supported a temporary hutted school in the village. 

4. THE ISSUES 

4.1 The department’s response to the main issues raised in the consultation is covered 
in this section. 



4.2 Difficulties associated with travel out of Bargeddie 

The department acknowledges that the proposed decant will cause disruption to 
the existing arrangements. However, it should be noted that over 3,000 primary 
age pupils across the authority are transported to school without detriment to their 
education experience. In addition it is conceived that the longer-term benefit of a 
new school greatly outweighs these short-term difficulties. In response to 
representations from parents the department proposes the following action to 
minimise the disruption arising from the decant and travel to St James’: 

(1) the safety of pupils will be given the highest priority during the decant 
period. The vehicles used and the quality of the bus service will be 
regularly monitored by SPT inspectors. An escort will be present on bus 
services for the duration of the contract. A number of pick-up/drop-off 
points will be identified in the village to reduce congestion at bus stops. 
Parents will be notified of these arrangements before they are 
implemented. 

(2) the breakfast service will continue to operate in the St James’ building. 

(3) Specific arrangements will be made by the school to ensure that pupils are 
able to travel home in cases of illness. In these circumstances there is 
also a responsibility on, parents to ensure that emergency arrangements are 
in place at home to care for their children. 

(4) A range of existing after-school and parent activities can be maintained by 
using village venues, for example Bargeddie Primary school, the 
community centre and the church hall. This will avoid parents having to 
travel to Coatbridge. 

4.3 The option of a temporary hutted school in Bargeddie 

As indicated in the consultation paper the department considered a decant within 
Bargeddie as a preferred option. The development of Bargeddie Primary School 
as a shared campus was rejected because there was inadequate space in the 
existing building to provide separate classroom and the required ancillary facilities 
for both schools. The temporary provision of additional classrooms could not be 
accommodated on the site because the campus is very restricted. 

In response to the representations made by the parents in the consultation the 
provision of a free standing temporary school on the Queens Crescent site was 
subsequently considered. This option is not feasible because the cost does not 
represent best value either for the council or the community. Firstly, the capital 
investment would be nearly f 500,000, significantly greater than the cost of 
transport to the St James’ building ( f35 ,OOO) .  Secondly the educational 
opportunities which could be provided would be very restricted, significantly inferior 
to the facilitieq available in the St James’ building. For example there would be no 
internal or ex6ernal PE facilities and no general purpose education spaces. The 
dining facilities would be very limited. A lead-in period of six months would be 
required to allow tendering, planning procedures, site preparation and construction. 
As a result the PPP building programme would be disrupted with potential cost 
implications for the council. 



5 CONCLUSION 

5.1 The department acknowledges that the decant to St James’ proposal involves 
disruption to pupils’ education and additional concerns for parents. However for 
two reasons it is considered that it remains the best option for St Kevin’s during the 
rebuilding of the school. Firstly as outlined in 4.3 the cost of a temporary hutted 
school is not justified because it could provide only limited educational 
opportunities. Secondly the actions listed in 4.2 will address most of the difficulties 
associated with the travel to the Coatbridge building. 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 The education committee is recommended to approve the proposal; 

(I) that in April 2006 or such earlier or later date as may be determined by the 
implementation of the PPP construction programme, St Kevin’s Primary be 
relocated on a temporary basis to the site of the former St James’ Primary, 
Coatbridge pending the completion of the new joint campus in Bargeddie 



Appendix A 

THIS IS A CONSULTATIVE DOCUMENT 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

EDUCATION 2010: 

DECANT OF ST KEVIN'S PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
BARGEDDIE 

This document has been issued by the Education Committee of North Lanarkshire Council 
for consultation in terms of the Educatiun (Publication and Consultation Etc.) (Scotland) 

Regulations 1981 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Education 201 0: Decant of StKevin's Primary School, Bargeddie 

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 In 2002 the council agreed the development of Education 20'lOI a major school 
refurbishment programme, partly funded by the Scottish Executive's PPP initiative. It 
included improvements to the two primary schools in Bargeddie. The initial plan was 
to locate St Kevin's Primary School along with Bargeddie Primary School in a 
refurbished St Kevin's building, 

1.2 In April 2004 Baifour Beatty was selected as the contractor for the PPP project. Its 
bid included a total rebuilding of St Kevin's on a shared campus to accommodate both 
schools. To ensure the best possible design for the schools and in the interests of 
pupil safety the existing St Kevin's building must be vacated and the school decanted 
to another location during the building period. 

1.3 The education department explored three options 

Option 1 

The first option was to provide temporary accommodation on the site of Bargeddie 
Primary School and making use of the support facilities in Bargeddie Primary School. 
The cost for this would be approximately €300,000. However, the additional 
classrooms could not be fitted onto the site because the campus is very restricted. 

Option 2 

Secondly, an approach was made to the owner of the land immediately adjacent to 
Bargeddie Primary School to install temporary accommodation. Again, this option 
proved not to be viable because house building is underway in the area. 

Option 3 

This option involves the temporary relocation of the whole school to the former St 
James' Primary School building, Lismore Drive, Coatbridge. Appendix 1 includes a 
map detailing the location of both schools. The school is currently being used on a 
temporary basis by St Timothy's Primary School until their new building is ready for 
occupation. The accommodation in the building is more than sufficient to meet the 
needs of St Kevin's Primary School. 

2. THE PROPOSAL 

2.1 The education department proposed to decant St Kevin's Primary School to the St 
James' building, Coatbridge once St Timothy's Primary moves out, probably in April 
or May 2006. The precise timetable will be formalised early in 2006. 



3. IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 

3.1 TransDort 

Transport for all pupils in St Kevin's will be provided to and from the St James's 
Primary school building. A number of suitable morning pick ups and afternoon drop 
off points will be established throughout the village and times will be notified to all 
parents. The safety of pupils will be given the highest priority and bus escorts will be 
provided in the settling in period. The estimated transport cost for the period April 
2006 - July 2007 is f 35,000. 

3.2 Staff 

During the temporary relocation the school will be staffed on the basis of the existing 
standards. All staff will transfer to the new location. 

3.3 Timescale 

It is anticipated that the building period for the new school will be 14 months. The 
new St Kevin's is scheduled to reopen in August 2007. 

4. CONSULTATION 

4.1 The education committee considered this report at its meeting on gth November and 
agreed that the document be issued for consultation before a final decision is taken 
on the matter in January 2006. The formal proposal is 

"that in April 2006 or such earlier or later date as may be determined by the 
implementation of the PPP construction programme, St Kevin's Primary be relocated 
on a temporary basis to the site of the former St James' Primary, Coatbridge pending 
the completion of the new joint campus in Bargeddie. 

This consultative document is being issued to all interested parties. Parties are 
therefore invited to send their views on the proposal to Murdo Maciver, Head of 
Service, Education Department, Municipal Buildings, Kildonan Street, Coatbridge, no 
later than Monday 12 December 2005. Alternatively, comments can be made on the 
website of North Lanarkshire Council at www,northlan,gov.uk. 

4.2 

4.3 A report on the consultation will be submitted to the meeting of the education 
committee on lgth January 2006 so that a decision on the proposal can be taken. 

http://www,northlan,gov.uk
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

J Appendix B 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

PROPOSED REZONING ST KEVIN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LIST OF RESPONSES 

NamelAddress 

Mr Frank Adams 

School Board 

Rev Dominic Quinn 

Mr William McMeekin 

Ms Patricia McMeekin 

Mrs J Smith 

Director of Planning 
& Environment 

Mr Patrick Strickland 

Fiona Gray 

St Kevin’s Primary School, Bargeddie 

St Kevin’s Primary, Bargeddie 

Paris Priest, St Kevin’s, Bargeddie 

3 Thornyburn Drive, Bailleston, G69 7QR 

3 Thornyburn Drive, Baillieston, G69 7QWR 

1 Baron Path, Bargeddie, Baillieston, G69 7QL 

Fleming House, Cumbernauld 

patt 392@hotmail.com 

25 Braeside Crescent, Bargeddie 

The following 20 names had letters attached as part of the petition of 39 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21 * 

Yvonne O’Hagan 

Michael O’Hagan 

Elizabeth B 

Linda Ralston 

Gail Brady 

Thomas Brady 

Margaret Renwick 

E Gallagher 

W Gallag her 

Yvonne Jones ‘I 

Catriana Lessani 

Theresa Grimason 

I 

5 Park Road, Bargeddie 

5 Park Road, Bargeddie 

26 Edward Street, Bargeddie 

21 Park Road, Bargeddie 

79 Dykehead Road, Bargeddie 

79 Dykehead Road, Bargeddie 

1 Luggiebank Place, Bargeddie 

63 Dykehead Road, Bargeddie 

63 Dykehead Road, Bargeddie 

72 Monkland View Crescent, Bargeddie 

17 Gairbraid Terrace, Bargeddie 

6 Melrose Ave, Bargeddie 

mailto:392@hotmail.com


22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

George Grimason 

Sandra Corrigan 

John Corrigan 

Kelly Mackie 

Linda King 

A Lessani 

Annmarie Shaw 

G Shaw 

6 Melrose Avenue, Bargeddie 

3 Mary Square, Bargeddie 

3 Mary Square, Bargeddie 

59 Monklandview Crescent. Bargeddie 

19 Monklandview Crescent, Bargeddie 

17 Gairbraid Terrace, Bargeddie 

13 Luggiebank Place, Bargeddie 

13 Luggiebank Place, Bargeddie 

i 


