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Purpose of Report 

The report proposes a revised policy for admitting children aged birth to three years to local 
a ut hority nursery cent res. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is asked: 

(i) 

(ii) 

to approve the admission policy for children aged birth to three years in nursery centres 
as detailed in paragraph 4.1 
to note the intention to develop supplementary guidance for referrers and service delivers 
taking account of the Education (Additional Support for Leaning)(Scotland) 
Act 2004 

Members wishing further information please contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01236 812336 or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Service on 01236 812269 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Admission of children aged birth to three years to nursery centres - Policy Review 

Report bv the Director of Education 

INTRODUCTION 

The Sure Start initiative is targeted at the most vulnerable young children and their 
families. 

16 Nursery Centres in North Lanarkshire provide services for children aged birth - 3 
years. Members will be aware that in the term following a child’s third birthday they are 
entitled to a statutory funded nursery place. 

Places for children aged birth to three years are funded through Sure Start and are 
allocated according to an agreed set of criteria outlined at paragraph 2.1. 

The report proposes a revised admission policy to ensure that the birth to three policy 
continues to meet the needs of the most vulnerable families and their children. 

It takes account of the Education (Additional Support for Leaning)(Scotland) Act 2004 
which places further responsibilities and duties on local authorities in relation to meeting 
children’s additional support needs. In particular, the authority will be required to make 
provision for children with a disability from birth onwards. 

CURRENT POLICY 

Birth to three places are currently allocated in line with the priorities detailed below 

Category 1 Children ’at risk’ referred by the social work department. 

Category 2 Children referred where their placement in nursery would prevent 
reception of the child into care. 

Category 3 Children from families suffering acute stress and where there are specific 
and grave concerns have been identified by an appropriate agency, 
particularly health professionals. 

Category 4 Children referred by psychological services, pre-school assessment teams 
or on medical grounds by a GP. 

Requests for birth to three places must be accompanied by an interagency referral form 
from an appropriate agency which is actively working with the family. 

WORKING GROUPS PROPOSALS 

A working group comprising education and social work representatives was established to 
review the current policy on the context of the Additional Support for Learning Act. 

It made the following recommendations: 

1, Combine Category 1 and Category 2 into a new Category 1 supporting those children 
most at risk referred bv the Social Work DeDartment. 



2. Category 4 currently supports children with additional support needs or those with a 
disability. The authority now has further responsibilities for these children’s needs and 
it is therefore proposed that this category should now become Category 2. 

3. The current Category 3 should remain as Category 3 and continue to support families 
suffering acute stress. There should be further information available to referrers and 
service providers in relation to the appropriate levels of support required to combat the 
effects that the stress is having on the family circumstances. 

4. In addition to the broad categories defined within the policy there is also a requirement 
to support referrers in making appropriate applications as well as to service deliverers 
in allocating places according to need. This requirement will be met by developing 
detailed guidance which will assist referrers in making appropriate applications and 
service delivers in allocating and reviewing places in line with need. 

4. REVISED POLICY 

4.1 It is proposed that the new priorities for the admission or 0-3 year old children to nursery 
centres should be as follows 

Category 1 

Category 2 

Category 3 

Children who are on the Child Protection Register or subject to Child 
Protection procedures and those children who are at risk of significant 
harm, as determined by the social work department. 

Children with additional support needs as defined by legislation and for 
whom the authority has a statutory responsibility at the pre school stage. 

Children from families suffering acute stress and where there are specific 
and grave concerns have been identified by an appropriate agency, 
particularly health professionals. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The education committee is asked: 

(i) 

(ii) 

to approve the admission policy for children aged birth to three years in local authority 
nursery centres as detailed in paragraph 4.1 
to note the intention to develop supplementary guidance for referrers and service 
delivers taking account of the Education (Additional Support for Leaning)(Scotland) 
Act 2004 


