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Summary 

This report proposes a change in the procedures for decisions on placing requests. No 
change to the existing admission priorities is proposed. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended: 

(i) to approve the revised procedures for the selection of placing requests, as described in 
paragraphs 2.1 and 2.3. 

(ii) to request an evaluation report on the revised procedures once the 2006-7 school 
admissions have been finalised. 

Members wishing further information about the consultation document should contact: 
Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 81 2337, or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Educational Provision, on 01236 812269. 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

PLACING REQUEST PROCEDURES 

Report by the Director of Education 

1. Background 

I .I Since 1996, the education committee on a number of occasions has considered the 
priorities for the admission of pupils to schools in response to changes in legislation 
and the pressure on accommodation in certain schools. From example the admission 
to Dalziel High School and St Ambrose High School is now based on living in the 
catchment area rather than attending an associated primary school. 

1.2 In contrast, the procedures for making decisions on placing requests where the 
number of places available are inadequate have not been changed since 1996. In 
summary, these procedures comprise the following steps. 

(1) a Local Attendance Council (LAC) made up of school board members 
considers all the applications and makes recommendations to the education 
department based on the council's admission priorities. Parents have the right 
to attend the meeting and to speak in support of their request. 

(2) the head of service makes a decision on each request taking account of the 
LAC recommendation. In most instances, the recommendations are 
accepted. 

(3) where the placing request application is unsuccessful the parents have the 
right of appeal to an appeals committee comprising members and school 
board representatives. In the case of unsuccessful appeals the parents have 
the legal right of appeal to the sheriff court. 

2. Revised placing request procedures 

2.1 This report proposes one change to these procedures. It is recommended that Local 
Attendance Councils should no longer have a role in the placing request procedures. 
No change to the existing admission policy, including placing request priorities, is 
proposed. 

2.2 The reasons for the proposed change are as follows: 

(1) the LAC'S meet in the evenings and may have to consider a large number of 
requests. Parents often complain that the opportunity to present their case is 
limited by the time available. Some also feel intimidated by the format and the 
raising of confidential considerations is difficult. 

(2) the LAC recommendations are occasionally not accepted by the department 
because the council's policy has not rigorously applied or there is insufficient 
time to take account of all considerations. Such discrepancies undermine the 
integrity of the procedures. 



2.3 For the reasons described above, it is proposed that where there are insufficient 
places available in a school, placing requests should be decided in line with the 
following procedures: 

(1) the parents of each applicant should be given the opportunity to meet with a 
member of the education directorate to discuss the application. The head 
teacher from the receiving school and a council solicitor should also attend. 
The successful applications would be selected in accordance with the 
council's priorities for school admission. 

(2) unsuccessful applicants would continue to have the right of appeal both to the 
appeal committee and the sheriff court. 

3. Recommendat ions 

3.1 The education committee is recommended: 

(i) to approve the revised procedures for the selection of placing requests, as 
described in paragraphs 2.1 and 2.3. 

(ii) to request an evaluation report on the revised procedures once the 2006-7 
school admissions have been finalised. 


