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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: Education Committee 

From: Director of Education 

Subject: Charges for Out of School Care 

PURPOSE 

This report proposes a revised charging structure for authority out of school care services. 

RECOMENDATION 

The education committee is recommended: 

(i) to approve the charging structure for out of school care in authority 
establishments. 

Members wishing further information about this report should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education, on 01236 812337 or 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Service, on 01236 812269 
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Charges for Out of School Care 

Report bv the Director of Education 

INTRODUCTION 

The development of high quality, affordable, accessible and sustainable childcare is 
a key priority in the authority’s early years and childcare plan. This service allows 
parents to work or enrol in education or training. 

The move towards sustainability involves both a reduction in grant support and the 
charging of realistic fees which cover the cost of the service. As a result of advice 
from the department, most external services in North Lanarkshire are self-sustaining 
with an average charge of f 7.50 for a 3 hour session. 

The only out of school care service currently managed by the council is at the 
Jigsaw Centre, Muirhead. Its charging policy is f2.50 per hour. This approach 
makes if difficult to make the service self-sufficient and sustainable because the 
staffing is on the basis of full sessions while the uptake and income may not be 
enough to cover the resource allocated. 

This report proposes a change to this arrangement. 

THE PROPOSAL 

The proposal is that the charging structure for out of school care in authority 
provision should be based on full sessions as follows: 

after school care during the school term : 3 hours f7.50 
f 10.00 core service during pupil holidays : 4 hours 

(1) 
(2) 

This proposal has no additional cost implication for those parents who already 
access full blocks. Eligible parents, including those who may access the service for 
less than a full session, are able to recover up to 80% of the cost of childcare from 
the working families tax credit. 

For the authority, the proposal will ensure that the service will be more secure and 
financially sustainable. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The education committee is recommended: 

(i) to approve the charging structure for out of school care in authority 
establishments. 


