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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform members of the strategy to support gypsy/traveller 
children in North Lanarkshire schools and nurseries. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended; 

i) to note the content of this report 

ii) to approve the strategy outlined in paragraphs 4.1 to 4.3. 

Members wishing further information please contact: 

Michael O'Neill, Director of Education on 01 236 81 2336 or 
Jane Liddell, Head of Service, on 01236 812279 
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Strategy to Support GypsylTraveller Children in 
North Lanarkshire Schools and Nurseries 

Report by the Director of Education 

Background 

The term gypsy/traveller is a broad and generic term commonly used in Scotland to 
describe all travellers. There are two (main) distinct groups of travellers: 

i) gypsy/travellers who often self identify as a minority ethnic group with distinct 
history and culture and who are committed to living and maintaining their way of 
life, 

ii) occupational travellers who include show/fairground and circus travellers and 
may regard themselves as a business community rather than as an ethnic 
group, who travel for work reasons. 

Other traveller groups may describe themselves as Roma, Irish Travellers and New 
Age Travellers. Only Roma and Irish Travellers have statutory protection under the 
Race (Amendment) Act 2000. However the Scottish Executive acknowledges that 
gypsy/ travellers require the same level of protection from discrimination as all of 
Scotland's ethnic minority groups. It is difficult to gather accurate data about the 
number of gypsy/ traveller families within Scotland. There are sometimes sensitivities 
around the sharing of information about family background with school and not all 
gypsy/travellers wish to divulge their identity at school. 

In January 2006 the Scottish Executive's Social Research figures showed a total of 
525 gypsy/traveller households across Scotland, comprising 1628 people. 

The households are located in; 

i) privately owned sites - 107 
ii) council owned pitches - 304 
iii) unauthorised sites - 114 

North Lanarkshire Context 

There is one gypsy/traveller site at Plains, Airdrie, in North Lanarkshire. The site is 
currently unoccupied. Approximately 100 households of gypsyltravellers are located 
across the council with the majority of families living in houses. 69 children are 
registered in local authority nurseries, primary and secondary schools. 

The children are mainly located in; 

Aitkenhead Primary School 
0 Banton Primary School 

Chryston Primary School 
Cleland Primary School 
Coatbridge High School 
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Coltness High School 
Fallside School 
Gartcosh Primary School 
Glenboig Primary School 
Glengowan Primary School & Nursery 
Newmains Primary School 
Newmains Nursery Centre 
Newpark Special School 
Overtown Primary School 
Plains Primary School 
St Aidan's High School 
St Helen's Primary School & Nursery 
St Serf's Primary School & Nursery 

Reflecting the national statistics there are high levels of absenteeism among gypsy/ 
traveller children, particularly at secondary school age. The reasons for non 
attendance are complex and may include bullying, challenges of disrupted education, 
family priorities may focus on work for older children or a distrust the influence schools 
and peers may have on children. Furthermore, many children have additional support 
needs due to the irregularity of school attendance or non attendance for long periods 
and changes of school. 

Develop i ng I ncl u s ive Practices 

Based on the findings of North Lanarkshire Council's GypsylTraveller Working Group, 
which comprised of representatives from all departments and the gypsy/traveller 
community, HMle's document "Taking a Closer Look at Inclusion and Equality - 
Meeting the Needs of Gypsies and Travellers" (February 2005), the education 
department's Inclusion Policy and the council's Raising Achievement Policy, a 
strategic approach, within the context of the Additional Support for Learning Act, has 
been developed to ensure the educational needs of gypsy/traveller children are met. 

The strategy has also been informed by consultation with representatives of the 
gypsy/ traveller community, the Scottish Traveller Education Programme (STEP), the 
GypsylTraveller Community Development Project, based in Glasgow, and Save the 
Children. 

Under the terms of the Additional Support for Learning Act, nurseries and schools will 
require to assess the needs of gypsy/traveller children to ensure compliance with the 
Act. At school level, gypsy/traveller parents will register their children reflecting their 
ethnic background. This information is used in performance management and is 
reported national I y . 

The Strategy 

The education department has developed a mechanism to review, analyse and 
monitor levels of enrolment, attendance and attainment of gypsyltravellers. In the 
new central database, records will be maintained to track the location of the children. 
Gypsy/ traveller children with additional support needs will be assessed and 
monitored in line with procedures. 

A new Gypsy/Travellers School Transfer Card has been developed which will be 
agreed with and held by the parents. In the event of moving this will ease the transfer 
from school to school, thus ensuring more effective communication with regard to the 
needs of the child. 
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To offset the barriers to education caused by interrupted learning, schools will be 
actively supported to provide the means to adopt flexible approaches to ensure 
access to the curriculum using the following strategies: 

i) 

ii) 

iii) 

iv) 

V I  

vi) 

vii) 

The education department (Support Needs Section) will be responsible for 
ensuring up to date records are held on gypsy/traveller pupils and others who 
experience interrupted learning. This information is currently provided to the 
department by schools/nurseries from the information given when a child is 
registered. 

The education officer, support for learningldesignated officer, will have 
responsibility for gypsy/traveller education and welfare. 

The education department is no longer required to monitor pupils who are home 
educated, therefore gypsy/traveller families may opt to remove children from 
school or fail to register children in school. In the case of pupils removed from 
school, parents would require to inform the department of their intention to home 
educate. If they fail to do this the pupils may become "Children Missing from 
Education" and their details would be passed to the national database of 
missing children. 

Schools/nurseries need the capacity to support the inclusion of short and long 
term gypsyltraveller pupils. These needs will be assessed through the 
Additional Support for Learning process. 

Flexible approaches to education services are taken through access to targeted 
projects such as "Universal Connection" base in Larkhall, South Lanarkshire, 
which supports out-of-school learning for gypsyltraveller pupils. The department 
requires to explore further the opportunities for distance learning and the use of 
computers. 

Awareness raising courses and support materials will be developed. 

Parent support officers and home link staff working in schools and nurseries will 
develop new approaches to working with gypsyltraveller parents. They will also 
offer improved access to adult learning. This will reflect the aspirations of the 
Parental Involvement Act 2006. 

Recommendations 

The education committee is recommended; 

i) to note the content of this report 

ii) to approve the strategy outlined in paragraphs 4.1 to 4.3. 
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