
To: AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE Subject: GOOD NEWS 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of some of the various 'good news' stories 
within the Department. 

Date: 24 JULY 2002 

2. GOOD NEWS ITEMS 

Ref: PJIKNNVM 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

General - Free "Link UD" Bus Service 

A new "Link Up" bus service - which is free of charge - is running on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays between Airdrie Leisure Centre, John Smith Pool, Summerlee Heritage 
Park and Drumpellier Park throughout the summer holidays. A similar shuttle bus is 
operating daily, early to late, in Greater Shotts providing free transportation between 
our facilities for the villages within the area. 

As previously reported to Committee, three pilot "Link Up" projects have been set up in 
Cumbernauld, Airdrie and Shotts that are an innovative approach to service delivery at 
a local level. The department is determined to raise an awareness of and encourage 
users to access our wide range of facilities and services that include sports centres, 
libraries, parks, cultural centres and catering outlets. 

General - Holiday Funtime Brochure 

The Department has once again produced its popular 'Holiday Funtime' brochure 
featuring children's summer holiday activities run by Arts, Countryside Rangers, 
Libraries, Museums and Sport. Production and distribution was co-ordinated by the 
Museums & Heritage Section with the brochure's design and publication done by our 
Department's Graphics team. A total of 35,000 brochures were produced and 
distributed to all North Lanarkshire primary schools by the end of term and further 
stocks made available in Council offices, libraries, community education centres, visitor 
centres and sports facilities. 

Libraries & Information Section 

2.3.1 Bookmarks - Sponsorship 

The Libraries and Information Section have secured sponsorship for a further 6 
bookmarks. In quantities of 20,000, each bookmark will be distributed 
throughout the next few months. The Royal Air Force sponsored a bookmark in 
Urdu, Chinese and English. The Planning & Environment Department are 

CATEMPkirdrie - Good News.doc 



sponsoring a series of 4 bookmarks for the Library Shop, the Mobile Library 
Service, the Requests Service and the Renewal & Holiday Loan Service. The 
New Deal Loan Parents Initiative has sponsored a bookmark detailing a reading 
list for 5 to 8 year old children. 

2.3.2 Various Libraries - "Book A Trip" 

Young people throughout North Lanarkshire are being asked to "Book a Trip" 
with their local branch or mobile library for their 2002 summer holiday reading. 
The reading scheme, devised by our Libraries and Information staff, will take 
children of all ages on a fabulous trip of the imagination through 12 exciting 
countries from the UK to Canada, through Sudan and Australia, finishing up in 
France. 

Everyone who takes part will be given a map of the world and asked to read 
twelve books - one for each country - and when completed they will be given a 
prize. All who reach the twelfth country will have their name put in a draw for an 
atlas and two free cinema tickets, courtesy of the Showcase Cinema in 
Bargeddie. The "Book a Trip"wil1 be available in any North Lanarkshire library 
until 31 August 2002. 

2.4 Sport & Recreation Section 

2.4.1 Free Summer Activities Scheme 

Business has been brisk in our sports facilities over the summer holidays since 
the free summer activities scheme for children got underway. In addition to the 
free swims for under 16's, this year's programme has been extended to provide 
general fun and games on Mondays to Fridays for primary school age children 
and specialist sports coaching camps in golf, football and volleyball for senior 
school pupils. 

These summer activities are free of charge and health promotion advice and 
materials are also on hand to further encourage positive lifestyle habits, 
courtesy of our partners in this venture, the NHS Lanarkshire Health Promotion 
Department. 

The first 3 weeks of the scheme has seen a tremendous increase in usage for 
the Sporty Fun activities when compared to the Juvenile usage the previous 
summer. For example, Week 2 (6 - 12 July) saw a staggering 75.8% increase 
in usage for Juveniles taking part in Sporty Fun activities. Although the Free 
Swims initiative has decreased by 20.4% when compared to the previous 
summer, the analysis could imply that there has been a migration from 
swimming to the Sporty Fun activities. 

2.4.2 Skatepark Facilities 

Further to a consultative process that reinforced the growing need and demand 
for dedicated skatepark facilities within North Lanarkshire, the Department has 
attracted funding of f150,OOO to create such a facility at Rawyards Park, 
adjacent to Airdrie Leisure Centre. The Department is also hoping to attract 
matched funding from the lottery via the Better Neighbourhood Services Fund, 
and if successful, the additional funding from Sportscotland will maximise the 
overall potential of the site. 
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2.4.3 Primary Schools Annual Swimming Gala 

Having progressed through the qualifying stages, ten of North Lanarkshire's 
primary schools took pride of place in the finals of the annual championship 
gala held at the Sir Matt Busby Sports Complex, Bellshill on 11 June 2002. 
Similar to last year, there was a cliff-hanger of a finish with the Alexander 
Peden Primary School from Shotts battling their way to being 2002's star 
swimming school with 25.5 points, just beating Cumbernauld Primary School 
into second place with 25 points. 

For third and fourth places, it was another closely fought encounter involving St 
Patricks Primary School from Shotts taking third position with 23.5 points ahead 
of Knowetop Primary School from Motherwell taking fourth with 23 points. Other 
primary schools involved and putting in a similarly superb effort on the night of 
the finals were Kildrum, Tollbrae, Clarkston, Cathedral, St Bernadette's and St 
Thomas. 

2.5 Community Education Section 

2.5.1 Literacy and Numeracy 

According to various research programmes carried out over the last few years, 
approximately one in every five adults in Scotland has difficulfy in everyday 
reading, writing or using numbers. The Scottish Executive, wishing to improve 
upon this worrying statistic, has provided f25 million for all of Scotland over the 
next two years. A partnership involving our Department, the three local 
Colleges of Further Education in North Lanarkshire (Cumbernauld, Coatbridge 
and Motherwell) and Volunteer Centre North Lanarkshire has been formed in 
North Lanarkshire to tackle this locally. 

The Partnership's main aim is to assist 4,500 adults to gain improved literacy 
skills and a project team has been set up to do this. The Partnership has got off 
to a good start and has launched a training catalogue identifying a calendar of 
training courses over the coming months. 

2.6 Museums & Heritage Section 

2.6.1 Heritage Lottery Fund Award 

Museums and Heritage have been awarded f77,600 by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund towards the establishment of an Education and Life-Long Learning Officer 
post. The post will encourage wider access to museums through a programme 
of outreach and education projects aimed at schools and community groups of 
all ages, interests and abilities. The focus area of the project will be Airdrie, 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. It is expected that the post will commence in 
September and continue for a period of three years. 

As one of the largest awards to be received by the Section recently, it continues 
a successful run of lottery funding applications. These were f36,500 in 1999 for 
the Millennium year Landmark project, flOOO for a schools Roman workshop 
project in 2000 and f7,000 in 2001 for a 'Writer-in-Residence' to work with local 
communities on producing new writing for a book on the area's industrial 
heritage called 'Understanding Industry'. 
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2.7 Service Development & Review (Parks) Section 

2.7.1 Garden Awards 2002 

The new ‘Garden Awards 2002’ will replace the previous ‘Best Kept Garden 
Competition’ but will still aim to reward and stimulate individual gardeners who, 
by their efforts, enhance the visual amenity of North Lanarkshire. 

The new format will encourage entries from North Lanarkshire residents who 
garden just for the fun of it as well as those who enjoy the competition. This 
year, participants will have the opportunity to make nominations in the new 
categories of ’Vegetable/Fruit Garden’, ‘Design Innovation’ and ‘Wildlife 
Garden’ as well as the main category of the former competition. 

As usual, the competition will be run in three stages and the judges for the 
event will be the Department’s Parks staff for the first two stages and a panel of 
invited guests will be invited to judge the Grand Final. The closing date for 
entries was Friday 21 June with the judging scheduled to take place during July 
and August. The awards ceremony will take place in Motherwell Concert Hall 
on Thursday 10 October 2002. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

For information 
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